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THE COMMERCIAL TRAVELLER ( Continued).

If I were about to take & long trip to any part
of the habitable wurld, I would immedintely ob
tain the services of some Comwmercial Traveller
as couricr, and 1 am convineed by so doing
would rid my-elf of much expense, anuoyance,
and loss of time; he understapds the art of
trave] thoroughly, and I shonld have absolutely
nothing to do but to hand him my purse, put
my hends in my empty pockets, and enjoy his
various squabbles and oceasional fights; and
shourd bave besides tbe calm and satisfied as-
surance, if death happened to overtake one in
some pigantic smash-up, that the samples of
my remains would be neatly packed up, ad-
dresscd and forwarded, per quickest route and
lowest rates (C.0.D.) to my family's burying
ground ; and added to this, the addisional con-
solation that he had got even with the railroad
company by taking au accident ticket, and on
the proceeds thercof he would live long and
happy ever after.

In the railroad car, the C. T. is unmistak-
able, o has a certain knack of spreadeagleing
himself into the wholesale mouopoly of seate,
and but few will venture the mild enquiry as to
whether be has engaged the whole seetion—he
has no fear of iutrusion from the ubiquitous
woman with her numerous market.-hashets; he
withers the youug bridal coup’e with a look of
ineffable ecorn, and should that fail, ~ it to
the mast expressive wink at he br'de .. 4 finat
and decigive settler; mo tiraid mot-~r =ith
string of noisy children dare approach himn; no
deaf old gentleman with a propeosity to talk
will hazard an intrusion; none, ia fact, dare in-
vade the samc ity of his presence but tiose
whose compauy he wishes or for whom he has
a predilection. ard I have obser:ed, by the way,
that his predilections often run towards a
pretty widow or a ‘¢ femme sole.” 1 find no
fault with him for all thig, on the contrary, I
envy him the art, which he bas acquired by long
practice, of securing himself from all unwel-
come intrasion. Englishmen, as a rule, ean

do this pretty well, but in this country the C.T.
can discount bim every time.

He is somotimes obsorved to spread his rug
and lay himself out as if asleep, he has no fear
of disturbance from tho peanut-boy fiend, or of
the inquisitive conductor, and yct, strange to
say, he never sleeps whilst on the cars, one
eye at all events is always opeu, and he keeps
it on the advent or departure of rival men in
bis line, and sharp indeed must that one be,
who gets oun or off without his knowledge.

1t ia part of bis busincss, I suppose, to with-
hold the knowledge of his destination from his
confreres, for I myself have counted iwenty
different replies in answer to as many en-
quiries, Lill I at last began to wonder if he
would not really forget himself just where he
was poing. He has a habit of gettivg off at
stations and pretending his journey is fivished,
but in nine cases out of ten this is only a bling,
and you will find him presently in the last car,
looking supremely unconscious and happy;
This has become so fixed a habit with bim,
that I fear when he shall finally come to the
Stygian Lake be will try the same game with
our oM friend, tbe ferryman.

As to what his religious views may be, I am
on tho whols unprepared to state, but Iem in-
clined to think he is given at times to adapt
them to -those of his prospective customers,
for on one single Sunday I have seeu him at-
tending the somewhat varied services of a Me-
thodist, Catholie, and Baptist Church, and from
viris I opine that his views are inclined to be
somewhaot broad snd undogmatical, and that
he carries out the apostolic injunction, ** to by
all thiogs to ull wen,”

The great sim, however, of the C. T.'s life
i2 to become a partner at some future day in
* his Mouse,” ur failing that, to start & ** House”
of his own. If he succeeds in the former he
usualiy does well and prospers, but in resort-
ing to the latter, generally makes a sad emash
sooner or later, and then roturns again to the
road. )

Heis sent sometimes to Europe, and per-
forms the duties entrusted to him with fidelity

and despatch. I have met him thers, but conlq
hardly recognize in him the same being, for
there he is asimply as any other ordinary mor.
tal, and bis glory seems to have departed, and
even the very bell-boy doos not quake before
bim, A sad, far-away look is observable in
his eyes, and he is never xeallty happy or liim-
gelf again till he arrives home.

There is no gainsaying the fact, that taken
altogether, our C. T, lives better, travels bei.
ter, dresses better, and enjoya better, than yoqu
or I or any other uncommerecial traveller of
life's highway, and that though he is not the
man gzu would exaoctly oboose for an argument
on the subjeot of puycology, or any other
“ ology.” still he is, ne times go, fairly informed
on general subjects, and is a very useful and
agreeable member of sooiety,

Outside of his own business he is by no
means bigoted in his views, and is generally
prepared to admit two sides to every question
(saving, of course, politics, for in that proposi.
tion no one admits the axiom except MrGrip),
and for this worthy characteristic he is indebted
chiefly to travel. The worst case of bigotry ever
extant could be oured by & few years’ travel,
and I would willingly subscribe to a monster
excursion round the world, for a certain class
of our population whose views are now, alas !
confined to the narrowest possible limits by o
species of continued moral tight-lacing, sad
alike for themselves and their posterity.

Idon’t know where Commercial Travellers
go to when they die, but think they are some-
bow deserving of a better fate than that fre-

uently assigned to them. I know, however,
that they do die sometimes, and I have no
doubt that when future paleontologists ponder
over their fossilized remains, they will find a
cortain prominence in their cheok bones, which
will render undcrstandable some of their pres-
ent cbaracteristics, and lend weight to the the.
ory on which I ventured on starting, that the
C.T.is a specific creation ; but be that as it
may, he is altogether.a jolly good fellow, and I
hope to liave the pleasure of meeting him some-
where in the happy hunting-grounds of the
Fnture, . : Viaton,
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NEELON.
Before the shrine of the great N. P.

“What's the difference, Pa, between the
Upper House and the Lower House ?”

“The difference, my dear, is this: The
Lower House moans a.bility, the Upper House
ne-bility.”—Judy.
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