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m 0 gtru The earthly remains of Sir Philip were conveyed in | Church matters, says, “ Nothing can be more obvious- | upon the subject, ever thinks of the Fathers but as lessly iuto schism ; but, since we can justify our sepa- ceiebrate the Holy Communion. The Hebrew con-

THE MARTYRS.

Oh! that it were as it was wont to be,
When thy old friends of fire all full of Thee, 5
ought against frowns with smiles! gave glorious chase
Lo persecutions, and against the face
Of death and fiercest dangers durst, with brave
And sober pace, march on to meet a grave.
On their bold breasts about the world they bore Thee,
And to the teeth of hell stood up to teach Thee:
centre of their inmost souls they wore Thee,
Where racks and torments strived in vain to reach Thee,
ach wound of theirs was thy new morning,
:&nd re-inthroned Thee in thy rosy nest.
With blush of thine own blood thy day adorning :
t was the wit of love o’erflowed the bounds
f wrath, and made the way through all these wounds.
Welcome, dear, all-adored name |
Or sure there is no knee
hat knows not Thee ;
Or, if there be such sons of shame,
las | what will they do,
ben stubborn rocks shall bow,
And hills hang down their heaven-saluting heads,
0 seek for humble beds
OF dust, where, in the bashful shades of night,
Xt to their own low nothing they may lie,
d eouch before the daszzliug light of thy dread Majesty?
ey that by love’s mild dictate now
ill not adore Thee,
all then with just confusion bow,
And break before Thee.
_—
SIR PHILIP SYDNEY.
(From the Church of England Magazine.)

RicuarD CRASHAW.

Sir Philip Sydney, memorable as a man of litera-
t“"E, of courage and humanity, and of sound religious
Principle, is supposed to have been born at Penshurst,
in Rent, Nov. 29, o.0. 1554. His oak, planted at
his b.irth, according to Mr. Gilpin, is about twenty-two
feet in girth. Its stem is hollow, but its limbs are
Dumerous and of great magnitude; and, although
0se towards the top are beginning to grow bare, yet
fc_)liage on the whole is sufficient to give a noble
ki Picturesque appearance.  His father, Sir Henry,
:“ a native of Ireland; and his mother, Mary, eldest
Aughter of John Dudley, Dike of Northumberland,
% being tried for high treason, was beheaded at
m::fe"-hill, Aug. 22, A.n. 1553; reviling the refor-
290, which he had previously avowed his determi-
0 to support, and declaring that he died in the
di Man Catholic faith; “a veedless and unprincipled
. l0sure,"” says Mr. Turner, “of a masked and un-
Principleq mind.” His last words were—*1I do think
ad this belief sooner, I never had come to this
Pass: wherefore I exhort you all, good people, take
You all example of me, and forsake this new doctrine
b tmes.  Defer it not long, lest God plague you as
€ hath me, which now suffer this vile death most
Worthily,"
Phllip Sydney, at an early age, went to Christ
%u‘:f‘-'h, Qxford, and subsequently travelled on the
luent, in 1572, where he gained universal esteem,
ny the 8"3iability of his manners and the open frank-
88 of his conduct.  Charles IX. made him one of
¢ gentlemen of his chamber. The haughty Don
“‘::“ of Austria'changed his first reserve to him, as a
exh'l;,g-er’ to cordial attentions, beyoud those which he
Pfinl~ued towards the foreign ambassadors. The
had(e of Orange pronounced that in him Elizabeth
in o€ Of the ripest and greatest counsellors of state
Urope, A volume of letters, in all languages, from
‘!he'::osf le?.rned men in all countries, was at Penshurst,
iV Collms_ printed his memoirs, in 1746. His
4 8 Occupied the space of three years. In 1576
Rod:; ‘S‘en‘t by Queen Elizabeth as her ambassador to
followip yhmp'eror of Germany, and returned the year
babintng' When, in 1581, there was a strong pro-
D - Y that marriage between the Queen and the
plac of Alengon, afterwards of Anjou, would take
m

en(:; Sir Philip urged upon her the strongest argu-

cleary gaiust it, indicative of great firmuess of mind,
esg of ere i 3 H &
'hﬂteve.- perception, and unflinching boldness,

Bgaing; might b‘e the consequence, in pr(ztesling
emaﬂy act which .he conceived might ultimately
Welfarg mema.l to the x'uterests of the country and the
Comp of _hls sovereign. Retiring from court, he
k w;:;d f}ls prose romance, in the summer of 1580.
edicated to his sister, the Countess of Pem-
th €5 and hig family were so interested in it, that
Wi ;we;- palznels of a room at thei.r seat at Wilton
ang bely painted with representations of its scenes
Stories,

s}’ Philip, in 1586, while governor of Flushing, and
Nortaﬁ under his uncle, the Earl of Leicester, was
fons in)’G‘Wounded- at the baul'e of Zutphen, a strong
P uelderla‘md, then besieged by the Spaniards:

¢ fought with such impetuosity, that it became

dei’::erbml expression among the Belgian soldiers, to
aglish af Mmost severe and ardent conflict. The
08 ar .llffeno.r in number to those of the enemy,
\Whitz decisive victory. After lingering at Arnheim
e 1, ‘:;. € was ca.rried-—-for sixteen days, passed in
"tchfu‘l) lfly Pain, migitigated as far as possible by his
fiieng ny 432 Sir Philip died in the arms of his dear
 the r. lel.lam Temple, Oct. 16, 1586: contrary
€Xpectation of his surgical attendants, who fully
on the certainty of his recovery; but in
om the rdance with his own presentiments, for he
le,,gth 4 rst looked upon his wound as mortal, and at
Upon b; e decla.red that he smelt the smell of death
Wag bem' His bravery on this memorable occasion
'"rim_y"“d fll praise, and shewed he was no timid
ey, ; s_ee‘."g Lord Willoughby surrounded by the
04 in imminent danger, he rushed forward to
aving accomplished his purpose, he
X fight with great spirit. His horse having
% g der him, he mounted another, and advanced
: lfi:t“‘_on of the attack, when a musket-ball shat-
: thigh above the knee. His uncle, Leicester,
.3t he met Sir Philip coming on horseback,
he haq 3t appalled for his blow—the most grievous
8id I ;. F seen with such a bullet. “O Philip,”
Wag, « .I(.:e?te", “Iam sorry for thy hurt.” The reply
lgaje“y '8 I hiave done to do you honour, and her
i reﬁer vice.”  Nor ought the record of the noble
Omjpy, o redness of his conduct, well known, to be
O hig yq ' forming as it does a beautiful example
for the :m of selfishness, and his kind consideration
Temm.y €8 of others, which has immortalized his
literg, r:ven more than his accomplishments and
f‘lriouﬂy c LOI.'d Brook thus records it: “The horse,
Pagg: %4 leric; forced him to forsake the field.—
Benery) ¥ the rest of the army—where his uncle, the
i'f& he Cali“‘and being thirsty with excess of bleed-
h!m; by ed for drink, which was immediately brought
h? Wa as he wag putting the bottle to his mouth,
hig eyes ::‘t’; soldier carried along, ghastly casting up
o hjg de vessel; which perceiving, he took it
Thig 4 and delivered it to the poor man, saying,
Boble inggn S Decessity is greater than mine.’” A
l"deed A0¢e of self-denial transcending this it would
Hig a:d ifficult to record,
Queg,, wa°‘" of attachment to the service of the
mentions is "OW most fully illustrated. Leicester
3‘3 aftey 18 letter to Sir T, Heneage, written the
tt" Vo ;: Nephew's wound—*1 would you had
¥ Tidjp, 4 lear hl.ﬂ most loyal speeches to her Majes-
by, Amp; !l?):g mile and a half here, ere he cawe to
ing glad i v Ceasing to speak still of her Majesty,
dies 1O herg . hurt and death might any way honour
¢, g he was while he lived, and God's if he
Swey her.pmy €d all men to think that the cause was
fop 8sthe country’s, and not to be discouraged;
g Ve seen such success,’ he added, ‘as may

°f(§°»d US all; anq thi ¥ .
b i and this my hurt is the ordinance
e hap of this war.’

Catire 400,

cop ¢ him,
il 1 the g

ot o

solemn state to England, and magnificently buried in
St. Paul’'s Cathedral, on the 16th of February, 1587,
“So general was the lamentation for him, that, for
many months after, a general mourning—said to have
been the first in England—was observed; and it was
accounted indecent for any gentleman of quality to
appear at court or city in any light or gaudy apparel. |
Deputies from other countries attended his funeral.* |
The language of Mr. Sharon Turner fully describes |
Sir Philip's character :}—

¢« Although the largest part of three centuries have
passed since Sir Philip Sydney was withdrawn from
the society he adorned, his name has ever since been
inseparably associated with the kindest approbation,
and with the heartfelt encomiums of his countrymen,
Every age has ratified the verdict of its predecessors ;
and it is become a common sentiment, that no one
more fully united high birth, cultivated genius, active |
spirit, intellectual taste, tender sensibility, amiable
manners, delicate honour, noble accomplishments, high
principle, liberal courtesy, generous humanity, and
affectionate religiog,_ than this admired and regretted
knight. In him ‘the Queen lost a subject who had
counselled her with the earnestness of sincere loyalty
while he lived; and who, in the hour of pain and pos-
sible death, was eager to express his esteem and
attachment to her, when no worldly motives could
have caused it. Amid this universal conviction, it is
not surprising that poetry—the literature of awakened
feeling. the solace of a plaintive mind, and the endeared
recreation of the most cultivated talents—should have
been profuse in its tributes to a man so amiable and
0 beloved.” Besides many others, a volume of poems
on his memory, by Oxford scholars, was printed in
quarto there, in 1587; and one from Cambridge, by
A. Neville, in the same year. An epitaph, composed
by king James, is thus spoken of by Lord Hardwick :
‘It is singular, that, among the different elegies made
upon Sir Philip after his death, king James's verses
are the most elegant.”

And yet, withall the estimable qualities thus referred
to, and as following up the remarks on Penshurst, the
biography of Sir Philip Sydney would scarcely have
suited the pages of this magazine, had not his death-
bed borne testimony to the ardour of his piety and the
correctness of his religion. I would view him not
merely as a benevolent man, an accomplished scholar,
and a brave warrior, but as a Christian soldier. The
account of his last hour is peculiarly interesting. It

ly expedient than such a reference as this, to the an-
cient Fathers. As a difference exists touching the
real bearing and purport of some of the apostolic wri-
tings, the wisest course, by confession of all commen-
tators, is to seek for the judgment of those to whom
those writings were originally addressed and of their
immediate successors. What then, in the episcopal
case, did the earliest Christians understand from the
epistles to Timothy and Titus?’ He then proceeds
to argue for the truth of episcopal government and
discipline in a straight-forward, plain, and satisfactory
manner, as any unbiassed man would reason from the
direct evidence before him.

And here it is necessary to state that in our appeal
to the Fathers, we appeal to the reasoning faculties of
men. We do not seek to overwhelm them with au-
thority separable from argument; but we appeal to
their reason to receive and value the authority.—
Hooker says well: “For men to be tied and led by
authority, as it were with a kind of captivity of judg-
ment, and though there be reason to the contrary not to
listen to it, but to follow like beasts the first in the
herd, they knew mot, nor care whither, this were bru-
tish."”  Again, “ That authority of men should pre-
vail with men either against or above reason, is no part
of our belief.” And so we find the Fathers them-
selves ever reasoning from the authority of the Scrip-
tures alone, and not giving the slightest semblance of
supremacy to man's authority.

Irenzeus says, * Whatsoever is to be shewed in the
Scriptures, cannot be shewed but out of the Scriptures
themselves.” St. Jerome says, * No man, be he never
so holy or eloquent, hath any authority after the Apos-
tles.”  St. Augustine also, “ Whether it be question
of Christ, or whether it be question of His Church,
or of what thing soever the question be, I say not if
we, but if an angel from Heaven shall tell us anything
beside that you have received in the Scripture under
the law and the Gospel, let him be accursed.” Ter-
tullian too, “ We may not give ourselves this liberty
to bring in anything of our will, nor choose anything
that any other men bring in of thelr own will; we
have the Apostles themselves for authors, which them-
selves brought nothing of their own will; but the dis-
cipline which they received of Christ they delivered
faithfully to the people.””  St. Augustine speaks fur-
ther, most plainly, “ That he will believe none, how-
soever godly and learned he may be, unless he confirm
his sentence by the Scriptures, or by some reason not

sets forth the value and importaunce of the gospel, as ‘
the only true support in the prospect of fast hastening |
dissolution—as providing that balm which can alone |
alleviate the torture of the wound of sin. To those '
who attended him, ‘“he made such a confession of
Christian faith as no book but the heart can truly and |
feelingly deliver.” “He then desired them to accom- |
pany him in prayer, wherein he besought to lead the |
assembly; as he said the secret sins of his own heart |
were best known to himself, and out of that true sense |
he could more properly apply the eternal sacrifice of
our Saviour's passions and merits to himself. In this
his sighs and tears were for ever interrupting their |
common devotions. Instantly after prayer, he en- |
treated those divine philosophers about him to deliver !
the opinion of thg ancient heathen, touchirg the im- !
mortality of the soul; to see what true knowledge she
retains of her own essence out of the light of herself; |
and then to parallel it with the most pregnant autho.
rities of the Old and New Testaments, as supernatural !
revelation for the divine guidance of faith and works: |
not that he wanted instruction or assurance, but !
because this fixing of a lover's thoughts upon these '
eternal beauties cheered up his decaying spirits, and '
was, as it were, a taking possession of the immortal '
inheritance which was given to him by his brotherhood |
in Christ.”  Afterwards he called for music, especially |
that song which himself had entitled “La Cuisse
rompue ;"' partly, I conceive, to shew that the glory ‘
of mortal flesh was shaken in him, and by that music |
itself to fashion his heavenly soul into that everlasting |
harmony of angels, of which these concords were a |
kind of terrestrial echo. His parting words to his |
brother were, “Love my memory; cherish my friends:
their faith to me way insure you that they are houest.
But, above all, govern your will and affection by the
will and word of your Creator; in me beholding the |
end of this world with all her vanities.”

May not much of that religious principle, for which
he was distinguished, be ascribed to the pious custom |
referred to by Jonson, of the family “each morn and
even,” being taught to “to pray with the whole house-
hold;” for who can tell what an influence it may have
in after years? The daily sacrifice of the household
altar is often remembered with delight in far distant
lands, where no other save those of heathenism are
erected, where religious privileges are few, and the
means of grace comparatively scanty. And often,
doubtless, may the heart of the dying warrior have been
refreshed with the thought that, at the moment that
heart is sinking and flesh is failing, many a prayer is
offered around that hearth whither he shall never
return; amidst scenes of boyhood days, which his
dimming eye shall never again behold ; and from
voices once sweet as music to his ear. But faith in a |
crucified Saviour now supporting him, when all other |
succour is valueless, raises his drooping spirits, and |
leads to anticipate a re-union in that peaceful land,
where the clang of warfare shall no more be heard—
for all shall have conquered through the blood of the
Lamb—and where the tear shall be wiped from every
eye by God himself; and the redeemed shall meet at
the eternal throne, one great ransomed family, which
shall never separate, but shall be ceaselessly employed
in celebrating the riches of redeeming grace, and the
glory of saving mercy; the grace and the glory alike
the unmerited gift of that Redeemer who “ with his
right hand and his holy arm hath gotten himself the
victory." P.-B;

THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH
IN ITS EPISCOPACY.

CHAPTER VIIIL.

The ages contemporary with, and succeeding that of the Apos-
tles— An evidence slighted by none—Essays on the Church,
praised by Bishop Bowstead—The appeal to the reasoning
faculty—Hooker, St, Cyril, Irenzus, St. Jerome, St. Augus-
tine, Tertullian, Doctor Pusey, on paramount authority of
the sacred Scriptures— Character of the Fathers: Luther’s
opinion—Rev. J. H. Newman on the Sixth Article— Right
Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s remarks— Note from Rev. William
Wigan Harvey—Remarks on quotation from Mr. Gladstone.

Come we now to the ages contemporary with, and
Just succeeding that of the Apostles, and observe the
actions and precepts of those pious and learned fathers
of whom we have records.. This is an evidence slight-
ed by none, although some attach greater deference to
it on various points than others: for, it is observed by
an acute and most intelligent writer, that all parties
and all worthy persons in argument and intelli-
gence wish to gain the early Christian Fathers to their
side. Another very able author,! and one who comes
forward to advocate very moderate views in regard to

* It may be added that the Poles would have chosen Sir
Philip Sydney to be their king; but, at the wish of Elizabeth,
he declined a sceptre when just within his reach.

t See Mr. Turner’s History of England, reign of Queen
Elizabeth, chap. xxxiii. Such of my readers as are acquainted
with Mr. Turner’s work, will acknowledge my wisdom in largely
extracting from it in the above paper, as containing most
important documents on the immediate subject. Those who
are not acquainted with it may rest assured that from no other
source could better extracts have been taken, A
{ Essays on the Church, by a Layman, p. 211. This is
said to be written by Mr. Seeley the publisher; and can hardly
be suspected of what are called High Cburch views. It has
also been much praised by Bishop Bowstead.

| duty and obligution.”

contrary to them:"” and again, “ Hear this, the Lord
saith: hear not this, Donatus saith, Rogatus saith,
Vincentius saith, Hilarius saith, Ambrose saith, Au-
gustine saith, but hearken unto this: the Lord saith:”
and again, speaking of the Scriptures, * There let us
seek the Church; there let us try the cause.”

And to this point we might quote largely in the
same-spirit from St. Cyprian, Hilary, Justin, Optatus,
Basil, Chrysostom, Theophilus, Alexander, Theodoret,
with Gerson and Lyra, eminent men of later date, and
several others, for their written opinions are now ac-
tually before us as we pen this; but the above quoted
instances are sufficient to shew that the Fathers held
the authority of Seripture to be the paramount autho-
rity in every argument or controversy, and without the
Scriptures they would not wish to listen to others, or
that themselves should speak on sacred things.

And to this same purpose Dr. Pusey, in the present
day, writes, “ Every churchman should be careful that
he place not any private authority, whether of ancient
or modern Father or recent teacher, domestic autho-
rity or foreign, churchman or sectarian, above that of
his Church, or put any human authority on an equality
with Holy Seripture. Scripture is reverenced as para-
mount.” - Again, “ The Fathers are not, as some mis-
takingly suppose, equalled, much less preferred, to
Holy Scripture, but only # ourselves, the ancient to
the modern,”"* &c.  Again, “The object of calling
men's attention to the Fathers, so far as relates to the
establishinent of doctrine or practice, is, subordinately
to Scripture, to bring out the meaning of Holy Scrip-
ture,” &c.; and then he tells us how * Catholic anti-
quity, rightly and devotionally studied, is calculated
to restore a deeper study of Scripture, a more faithful
Sulfilment of Scripture duty, a perception of Scripture

Now with this we thoroughly agree; and to this
our reason must freely assent if we will but in reason
consider who the Fathers were, and what opportuni-
ties they had superior to any we can possibly possess
of understanding and knowing the minds of the Apos-
tles, and the real meaning of their sacred writings.
It is because the Fathers decided everything by Scrip-
ture, that we must believe all their important doctrines
and practices to be apostolic; and that if we find t.hem
advocates for episcopacy, therefore, that such episco-
pacy was the apostolic rule. And as regards their
personal opportunities and abilities, when we know
that some of them were contemporary with the Apos-
tles, walked with and were instructed by them, and
that they knew all the customs and manners of their
time; that they were illustrious men in the Church,
and therefore mast needs be well acquainted with what
was observed and taught init; that they were careful
to preserve the doctrine of Christ in its purity, oppo-
sing all who obstructed it; that they were men of
spotless character and integrity, ready to seal their
Christian belief with their lives (Barnabas so praised
by St. Luke, and Clement praised by St. Paul); and
that their writings were received and highly esteemed
by the general Church; who, if these things be duly
considered, can fail to see that their opinions in all
ecclesiastical matters must carry great weight; and
in conjunction with the Scriptures they affirm, and in
absence of contradictory testimony, be at once pro-
ductive of absolute proof in any such matter? They
were men who loved and lived for the Bible; and
there can be no question that they strove before all
things to spread truly the evangelical doctrines of the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God, and to imitate in
every way apostolic precept and apostolic conduct.

“The Fathers,” writes Hartwell Horne, “applied
themselves to the reading of the Scriptures with un-
divided attention, with intense thought, and with holy
admiration, as to that which was alone worthy to be
studied. No part of Scripture was neglected by them;
they were so earnestly intent upon it, that not a jot or
tittle escaped them. ~ This, with the advantages they
had (especially the ante-Nicene Fathers) in point of
languages and antiquities, could not fail to produce
remarks which it must be very imprudent in any age
to neglect.”

Luther says, “ The labours of the Fathers demand
our veneration ; they were great men, but nevertheless
they were men liable to mistake;” this latter remark
not applying to their exposition of the New Testa-
ment.f It is idle to consume time in this matter;
for no man (Churchman or dissenter) rightly informed

* Does not the poet Dryden, in his forcible manner, write to
the above effect

“ Suppose we on things traditive divide,
And both appeal to Scripture to decide :
By various texts we both uphold our claim,

ay, often ground our titles on the same;
After long labour lost, and time’s expense,
lzoth grant the words, and quarrel for the sense,
Thus all disputes for ever must depend :
For no dumb rule can controversies end,

Thus, when you said, Tradition must be tried
By Sacred Writ, whose sense yourselves decide,
ou said no more, but that yourselves must be,

T"‘j“dges of the Scripture sense, not we.
gainst our Church tradition you declare,
And yet your clerks would sit in Moses’ chair ;
At least 't proved against your argument,
The rule is far from plain, where all dissent !
DRYDEN.

holy and sincere Christians; and however some may
think they err in a few matters of judgment on certain
subjects, yet all will allow that their unanimous testi-
mony to ecclesiastical facts of plain and general con-
currence is of the first importance and credit.

It is Aristotle who says, “ The sentences and judg-
ments of men experienced, aged and wise, yea, though
they speak without any proof or demonstration, are no
less to be heurkened unto, than as being demonstrations
in themselves; because such men's long observation is
as an eye, wherewith they presently and plainly be-
hold those principles which sway over all actions;"'*
and it is Scripture that agrees with this sentence of
the great rhetorician and logician, when it says, Ask
thy Father, and he will show thee thine ancients and
they shall tell thee, (Deut. iii. 2—7.) But we pledge
ourselves not to go upon authority alone, but upon
the reasonableness of regarding ancient authority, and
also upon the reasons which ancient authors advance.

And thus the Rev. J. H. Newman very justly and
concisely observes in connexion with this position:
“If the sufficiency of Scripture for teaching as well
as proving the Christian faith be maintained as a the-
ological truth, the grounds in reason must be de-
manded, such as are independent of that inquiry into
history which it is brought forward to prohibit. If it
is urged as a truth obvious in matter of fact, and prac-
tically certain, then its maintainers have to account
for the actual disagreement among readers of Scrip-
ture as to what the faith, principles, and tempers of
the Apostles were. And if it be urged on the autho-
rity of the sixth article of our Church, they must be
asked, (if this arficle contained a reason against re-
ferring to antiquity the convocation of 1571, which
imposed it at the same time as is well known,) why it
ordered all preachers to teach according to the Catho-
lic fathers; and why our most eminent divines, begin-
ning with the writers of the homilies themselves, have
ever pursued that very method "'t This writer sets
an example of reasoning, demands reasoning from
others, and therefore we must be ready and glad to
have opportunities of sound reasoning offered to our-
selves,

It is in this sense, and in the desire of confirming
Scripture, that we have now to call in the evidence of
the Fathers. There need be no debate, albeit we will
enter upon our proofs about the genuineness of the
writings of the Fathers, for we quote none but those
who are sufficiently proved to be genuine; and there
can be nothing said against them, on account of any
vehement or hyperbolical expressions, for we bring
forward sober speech as to matter of fact only; nei-
ther can it be rationally supposed that they ever al-
tered their minds to.any other thing than they are
proved to have written, and which was approved of in
the early Church; neither shall we find any contra-
dictions in this case; neither because we meet not
with minute and detailed accounts of the first planting
of Churches, need we reject what we do truly learn
of such as we know were planted; but we cite them
only as to sober matters of fact, apart from intricate
subtleties or mysteries, or the solution of difficult
passages and texts of Scripture, and we shall find them
to agree in one ad the same thing; pamely, that
episcopacy, as we now hold it in the Church of Eng-
land, was established in the Primitive Church.

MR. GLADSTONE'S REMARKS.

Before concluding this chapter we are tempted to
give an extract or two from the Right Honourable
W. E. Gladstone's very able work on the State in its
relations with the Church, which bear much on the
subject we have in hand. First, though we have far
more than probable evidence on our side, yet we give
this remark : * Probable evidence, be it remembered,
is binding upon us as well as demonstrative : nay, it
constitutes the greatest portion of the subject matter
of duty, and so a dim view of religious truth entails
an obligation to follow it as real and valid as that
which results from a clear and full comprehension ; as
real and valid, although it be true that different de-
grees of guilt are incurred by the disregard of the one
or the other. So, if I find a purse, which I conjec-
ture belongs to my neighbour, I am as truly bound—
it is as legitimate a part of my moral duty—to take it
to him, and ascertain the fact, as it would be at once
to restore it if I absolutely knew him to be the owner.
If our apprehension of the Divine Will be indistinet
and uncertain, we are nevertheless bound to follow it
80 long as a reasonable balance of probability remains
in favour of the reality of our impressions,” (page 35.)

“The Christian man (page 164), although he re-
ceives the truth on trust as to its details, and - is most
blessed in the continuance of a simple and child-like
spirit, and the voluntary abasement of his own self-
will through life, yet is to exercise his private judg-
ment in a degree proportioned to the general capacity
and development of his understanding, not merely in
order to determine whether there is sufficient evidence
of a revelation from God; but also in order to be the
more fully assured what are the matters contained in
that revelation. He is assisted in his inquiries by the
doctrine on which the Church of England acts, like
the early Fathers, that of the sufficiency of Scripture
for salvation; so that he is not liable to have matter
of faith imposed upon him, from any other source.
Tradition is not a co-ordinate authority. But it is a
witness to the facts of the case, and he, acting in the
character of a judge upon his own religious belicf, is
bound to hear that witness, and to Judge, according to
the balance of probabilities, whether it is not more likely
lo convey in a disputed point the mind of God, than his
own single impressions, which (by hypothesis) are either
altvgether new, or where formerly promulgated, have
been authoritatively or practically disavowed. That
upon every point, small and great, he must surrender, it
i not mecessary for the general purpose to contend, but
where he finds antiquity and universality combined with
Jundamentality, the conclusion is inevitable, and, in pro-
Dportion as ke finds the evidence of each of those three
conditions, it is plainly legitimate.”

How-admirable is this: but what would this writer
think of those who blindly seek to pass judgment with-
out the hearing of witnesses in a case; or of those
who rest more upon small criticisms than upon the
apparent validities in a long chain of evidence; in
short, of those, who, in the weakness of little ingenious
sophisms and improbabilities, reject the great facts
founded on sufficient testimony as to their truth!

“But perhaps,” our author proceeds, “ those who
love unity may ridicule the whole notion of encoura-
8ing a general spirit of inquiry inte the ground of the
doctrines of religion, and at the same time teaching the
doctrines of unity, if' arriving at one conclusion, and
that one the ancient Catholic Creed, with any antici-
pation that that duty will be observed. And they
may point to the state of this country, and ask how
much unity exists among us. Itisa sore question.
Our unity is very little. The abusive and irreverent
exercise of private Judgment, the forgetfulness of the
supremacy, and oneness of truth aiong us is grievons.
We have almost ceased not only to contemplate unity as
an object, but to remember it as a duty. TuE MIND oF
Gon} then is unfulfilled in respect of this great duty.
May our case soon be otherwise "

We may just observe that the soreness in the ques-
tion of unity is not with Churchmen. There must be
painful feelings arising from seeing others run heed-

* Aristotle, Ethics 6, cap. 11.

1 Preface to the Catechetical Lectures of St. Cyril.

§ St. Cyprian in his beautiful essay, De Unitate Ecclesia,
given in the collection of the Rev. William Wigan Harvey,
Fellow of King’s College, has just the opinion of Mr. Gladstone.
“ Hane unitatem qui non tenet, Dei legem non tenet, non tenet

4 Commontnry in Genesis 2, p. 27.

ration from the Chureh of Rome on the ground of

returning to ancient ways, and bringing forward the
ancient Church of the Christians, we can have no
soreness; because we have broken no unity, but sim-
ply protested against novelty.

*We adopt, then,” contipues Mr. Gladstone, **in
connexion these great principles, the unity of the
Chureh and of the faith whereof the Church is a part;
and the free subjection of that faith to private scrutiny.
It is true that their junction looks like a paradox. But
it is the paradox of St. Paul. And though we may
not seek paradox for ourselves, we may not refuse re-
vealed truth wheu to our imperfect view it seems to
bear that aspect.”” (p. 166.)

Mr. Gladstone may well say, that our love of unity
and our invitation for a free inquiry into that unity
mnay seem a paradox; for, in fact, it only does seem
so—it not being paradoxical at ull.  If a man builds
a large and compact house, he may answer all inqui-
ries as to the mode and materials with which it is built,
without wishing or moving the questioner to pull it all
to pieces.  And is there not a wide difference between
a prejudiced determination to make inquiry only that
we may find fault, and pave the way to the erection of
a building of our own, and that honest and pious in-
quiry which seeks to be assured of the truth, to give a
reason for every part of the construction of the beau-
tiful fabric, and humbly to feel thankful and grateful
for every substantial reason that can be given? Oh,
surely there is a wide, a very wide d:fference; and
thus while the Church says, * Come and be one of us,
one fold under one shepherd, that the world may know
the divine origin of our faith,” (John, xvii. 21—23;)
she also cries, “We court free inquiry—we long to
shew you how we are of the trutn; come all ye people,
and walk abont Sion, and 8o round about ker, and tell
the towers thereof. Mark well her bulwarks, set up her
houses, that ye may tell them that come after (suceession).
For this God is our God for ever and ever; he shall be
our guide unto death! (PsalmlIxviii. 11,12,18.) The
Church always comes out of an honest scrutiny with
added lustre and strength. She is the truth; she is
founded on the T'ruth of the Gospel, and she shall be
our calm and holy guide unto death!

PUBLIC WORSHIP AND FORMS OF PRAYER.

(From the Visitation Charge of the Ven. Arckdeacon R.J.
* Wilberforce. )

Practical religion consists mainly in two things—
obedience and worship. The first whereof is chiefly
relative to our personal dutics; but the second has
great reference to that public homage, which as part
of the collective body of the Church we owe to God.
It is the very condition and object for the sake where-
of the Church of Christ was formed, and in which its
life is situate: the discriminating circumstance which
separates the communion of all saints from that in-
dividual adherence which any single votary might ren-
der to God. Now it cannot be doubted that it would
increase our people’s sense of the importance of public
worship, did they see us consider nothing wasted
which contributed to invest it with all the accessories
of dignity and honour: did we desire cordially to ren-
der God's house the best place in every parish,

And I beg you to consider how much this would
tend in itself to set forth the Church in its proper
character, both among the various societies which of
late years have risen up around us, and among those
mavy individuals who are still hovering on the verge
of our.communion. We cannot be ignorant that the
circumsances of our age and country have given a
preponderating influence to one portion of the truth of
God's word: that religion in the present day has come
to be looked upon as a mere personal concernment.
Now while we nowise deny, or rather while we stren-
uously affirm, that religion is an individual concern,
we are bound to contend with equal earnestness that
it is not an individual concern only. The service of
God is not based merely on our natural feelings, on
the development of any innate principles of human
Jjudgement, on the proclivity of the will, on the calm-
ness of the understanding: it is a divive graft and
superhuman influence, which has its root above, which
descends to individuals from the body, and is partaken
by each member of the divine houshold, through his
union with that parent source wherein it resides.
Now the gifts of grace are nowhere promised to men
as individuals, but as members together of Christ, and
as the family of God. What is needed then is not to
withdraw men’s attention from other truths, but to set
this also before them. Such is the glory of God's
grace, wheresoever any of its beams have visited the
soul, that the regenerate taste cannot choose but re-
cognize its lustre and beauty. It were idle therefore
to attempt to withdraw men from whatsoever their
consciences have affirmed to be beneficial; nay thewery
suspicion is likely enough to excite distrust and arouse
opposition.  But to set before them a new truth
which does not militate with the old, but illustrate
and explain it, which opens enlarged views of God's
kingdom, which unfolds a fresh idea, which calls forth
their feelings for the future, without doing violence to
the past, this is the true principle of a divine philoso-
phy. “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him
declare I unto you””  Qur office thercfore must be to
instil truth rather than to expose error. The parties
with whom we have to do, have no rival system of be-
lief, no truth which can be set in opposition to our
own, but they know not the “manner” of Christ's
kingdom,—the transcendant doctrines of his real in-
corporation with the body of his elect, that He taber-
nacles among the sons of men, His mysterious pres-
ence with the congregation of His people,—of all this
they need to be infurmed. Yet how shall we deal
with men who are swayed rather by sense than faith,
feeling than testimony, and to whom the history of the
past has never been unfolded. There is but one thing
which can speak to such men's minds,—the subduing
effects of a truly Christian, worship. If God be in-
deed present in the congregation of His Saints, if His
mysterious influence is vouchsafed them, we must be-
lieve that where this portion of religion is adequately
set forth, and human efforts properly minister to the
divine praise, there will be manifested a present influ-
ence which will arrest the attention and carry along
the will, so that the feelings of mere worldly interest
will be gradually elevated into the preceptions of
Christian sympathy. Thus was it with the Christian
assemblies of old, when he that believed not and was
ashamed found the secrets of his heart made manifest,
and so falling down he worshipped God, and reported
that God was of a truth with his people. What is
needed then is not to tell men their duty, but to ac-
custom them to feel it. By the neglect of worship,
has the Church lost her children,—and she must re-
gain them by its revival. Till this portion of their
office and heritage is felt and valued by our people,
till they take a part in the public service of God as
their highest privilege and peculiar blessing, as that
which challenges for them a share in the divine pro=
mises, and gives them place and entrance amidst the
family of God, we have taken no step towards the en-
largement of their spiritual sense, however they have
not learnt the only language in which mankind are to
be instructed.

If public worship were not thus intimately connect-
ed with the existence of Christian Society, if it were
not a recogpition of its character, and proof of its
being, we might well marvel at the importance at-
tached to it by the early Christians.

The only express command which bound them to

Patris et Filii fidem, vitam non tenet et salutem.”

verts indeed might refer to an incidental expression
| in the long disputed Epistle addressed to them by St.
Paul.  But the first Gentile believers at all events
could not ground their ordinary worship on any record-
ed command either of Christ or his Apostles, while
the mere impulse of a natural feeling would hardly
have led them to disregard the prohibition of the
magistrate. Nor could they have founded their cus-
tom on the precepts of the Old Testament; for such
collective meetings as theirs, though introduced into
the synagogue after the captivity, were no part either
of Mosaic or Patriarchal law. Yet their assemblages
for public worship were the main thing which excited
the attention of heathen persecutors, who would have
been indifferent what opinions pervaded the depths of
society, if its surface had continued wubroken.

Why then did the first Christians provoke what
might seem so needless a jealousy? Why did not
they allow their opinions to spread like a literary taste
or philosophical conviction? What induced them to
challenge opposition from the empires of the world,
| by presenting themsclves in the obnoxious light of a
| spiritual kingdom? Yet we find every where that
. public worship was the fundamental law of their re-
| ligious union; as men could not be Christians save
| by participation in that sacred rite of the Lord's
| Supper, whereby they were united to Christ, so were
| public prayer and praise held to be the necessary con-
ditions of individual welfare. T'he reason was that
private benefit was felt in that age to result from par-
ticipation with Christ, as engrafted niembers of His
mystic body. And therefore the independent alle-
giance of unconnected worshippers was not enough ;
the gospel was not to be locked up in each man's
bosom, his religion being a personal affiance, his faith
the judgment of his own understanding, but social
worship was the necessary condition of church mem-
bership. To prescribe it was as needless as to assert
the inspiration of the Gospel, when once admitted to
be the words of the Son of God; for allow public
worship to be communion with Christ, and what be-
lievers could be indifferent to the Lord's presence.

Now the increased importance of public worship in
the present day is exactly proportionate to its dimin-
ished estimation. We need it not only for its inhe-
rent advantages, but also as the stay or restorer of
that very truth, from which in earlier days it was a
spontaneous and unbidden produce. For can we dis-
guise from ourselves that a large proportion even of"
our more earnest attendants are wholly ignorant that
any peculiar gift is to be expected through the instru-
mentality of Christian ministers? Is not their object
instruction, if not excitement: do not they measure
the effect by what they feel, and think the present
result the sole test of edification? Have they auy
serious belief that the Church of Christ is a spiritual
kingdom, and that each minister in his appointed place
is a steward of the mysteries of God? On this sub~
Ject we may quote the opinion of a well-informed and
dispassionate historian, who illustrates the little sen-
sation produced by the exclusion of the nonjuring
bishops in the year 1668, by remarking that the *es-
tablished liturgy was aud is at present in the eyes of the
great majority, the distinguishing mark of the Anglican
Church, far more indeed than episcopal government,
whereof so little is known by the mass of the people,
that its abolition would make o perceptible difference
in their religion.” Mr. Hallaih's assertion is strikingly
borne out by what befel the Church of Scotland at the
very period to which his observations refer. The mass
of the Scotch, except a small portion of the West, were
living contentedly under the episcopal government
which bad prevailed in that country from the year
1612 until the eve of the revolution. To what can
we-refer their ready compliance with the interested
attempts of William IIL to introduce Presbyterian
doctrine and discipline, save to their lack of an estab-
lished liturgy.  Except to those who were well taught
in the principles of their faith, the change from one
source of authority to another seemed immaterial.w—
A portion only of the more educated classes continu~
ed from conviction to be members of the same primi=-
tive communion with ourselves, and remain as a scan-
ty remnant in the inheritance of their fathers,

A similar change, Mr. Hallam asserts might easily
befal the English Church, but for the national attach-
ment to the Book of Common Prayer. Indeed its
possibility is increased by causes which at the reyolu-
tion were yet slumbering in the womb of time. For
while the other ranks of the winistry have expanded
themsclves in a manner somewhat preportioned to
our increased population, the unhappy limitation in
the number of our spiritual rulers has precluded any
proportionate developement of this part of our system.
Our altars are served by ten times as many priests as in
the time of Elizabeth, but confirmation and orders are
not ministered by more hands than were found n®edfu?
for a tythe of our population. This evil, my reverend
brethren, can hardly be remedied till the residue of
-the clergy follow your example, and petition her Ma-
Jesty to grant that opportunity of synodical delibera-
tion, which she is pledged to concede to their request;
but its existence sufficiently accounts for the popular
ignorance. Formularies and Canons will never teach
the mass of mankind whose instructor must be expe-
rience, and the key to whose faith is in the usages of
the age. Till the Episcopate therefore is so far in-
creased that its functions can be adequately developed
—a thing at present notoriously impossible—what
marvel if our people believe the Bishop to be only a
check upon the actions of the clergy, and that his
functions might be as easily discharged by any com-
missary of the crown. Indeed it is to be feared that
this notion is not confined merely to vulgar minds.—
Now it is vain to tell such persons of those more su=
cred objects of this order which our service book de-
clares; the ancient maxim Eeelesia est in Episcopo is
a mere unpractical statement till it is exhibited in ac-
tion. Under these circumstances, what remains to
coustitute a Churchman save attachment to our pub-
lic ritual.  If the principles of our system are so little
appreciated that the majority of our people neither
know nor value those peculiar blessings, which result
from union with an Apostolic Church, to what can
their attachment be linked save to that mode of pub=
lic worship, which at all events is no unmeaning name
bat which lives and acts among them. A churchman
is in reality a man who believes in the doctrines and
lives in the communion of the church; who abides
i.e. “in the Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread and in prayer.”’ Buf the name is
popularly applied in a loose, indefinite, uncertain
manner, and persons are supposed to be Churchmen
who lead unholy lives and are habitually absent from
the Lord's table. With many the word has no other
sigrification than that the parties are occasional lis-
teners in the House of God. Now the habit of pub=
lic worship is the only mode of conveying conviction
to such minds. Its office is to lead men to that belief
from which in past ages it resulted. Let them once
learn to regard it in its true light as the collective ac~
tion of the Christian community, as sustaining our
title to be one with that family of Christ, with which
is the Lord's Spirit, as essentially distinet from any
private offering or voluntary assemblage, and we shall
have done much to teach them the forgotten truth,
that Christ is truly present with His Church among
the generations of mankind.

Our whole conduct then, my reverend brethren, in
the performance of our public office must be subser-
vient to the great end of leading our people to regard
public worship in its true light. To say that we

assemble for religious duties was our Lord’s order to

should ourselves be grave, reverential, and devout, is
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