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Sovercign l'rince ai the E mpire. H-e was made a page ta the Prince
at the age of 12 and liaving (of his own frc will) apî>ly'd hiniself from
the vvry begining to dvsigning and drawing, lie succecded thercin
wondcrfully. As, designing is the rond tu painting, sculpture and
engraving lit made imniilf cqually conversant with these tbrcc arts
and heing naturally ingenious, lie invented several very usefuli
machines for coining the niedals lie designe.d and cingraved. Th1e
King <Louis XII> 1) eing infornied af bis talents sent for hinm ta,
Paris and rctained bign to engrave both coinî and niedals.

Sljorîly alw.r tIse oi ee of Iiirector Guneral of the mint bcing
vascanît lby the deitl, of René~ Olivier, lie was appointed to tise position.
About this tinme lie dcsîgne<l the seal of the French Acadt:niy wbich
consisted only or tIse p>ortrait of tise Cardinal Richelieu, but so lier-
fect was it and woîl wiîb su niucî art, that it passes for onte of
the Iinest Cever made.

Cardinial Richelieu on sccing it for the irst i une is credite-d with
saying ' 'l'lsaî inimortali,.es the mi ". Louis XI If having resolved
ta makec a gencral alttration of the silvcr and gold coinige: ai bis
rezinsi the Sieur Varin was given the entire direction ai tbis reform
<wlsich took place ini thc lower gallery of the L.ouvre) and hie
%vas also intrusted with the engraving of al] the dies for the intended
nlew coînage. lpon tbis new ernloyrnenîi being given ta him the King
crcated two ncw ailiccs specially for bini, antc 1irector Gencrai ai the
Coins ai Fran-nce,.t( ami Engraver (kneril o. I ics. Thtis ne%% cainage
was so superlatively beautiful that they are stili retaîned by a great
niany French ii nurisinsaisis aniong tîscîr iedals and in fact tbey
compare more: than favorably wiîb the miosi viluable miedals knawn.
WVherever they wcre circulated they were laoked *Lpon with great
admsiration and eveni the Mahioniidans who of ail nations pay the
leasi attention ta art were %o dclighted wiîhi the bcauty of the saallest
pieces that they miade ai theni ornements with thecy fasîencd ta, thcir
richest articles of dress. H-e also miade about ibis tine sone trial
pieces aif 8 toa l>istoles %which still takec rank in France among the
finesti medals.

E-lvery coin that was struck during thc Kings nîinarity was also
designed by N'arin as well as ail the dies being engraved by bis awn
hand. Is addition hie also designed ail the medals ai Louis XIII,
the Qucen Mother Anti ai Austria, of the King attcr bis minority his


