Riches.”?

.bution of their parts, the accompanying affeclions,

o and inedrporale it with our own" doctrines, or we

. our instructions in public and privates

. fore us, or we ‘shall totally fail.

refule the-erroneous systems of idolatry and super-
“blights the tender plants of grace.” Their, growth'is

cotroth:imyrints God’s' imnge_'upon us, so Satanic lies
“itaprint- that of the devil::The* Lord, thercfore;
"%when the enemy: comes in’, like a flood, liffs ijp a
standard ‘against him.??" Every word’ of  8t,: Paul’s

o without feeling or propriety, are of little“or no va-
.--lue. 3 but " Scripture - richly. wronght “inlo lour . dis-

=" gpul’of the'writer, and aimed  direct ‘at'the licart ‘of
“the:

. every axhortation..There is as little as” possible of
* manand soulward’ inatiers, to make ‘rodm “jor the

-and:by ug,

- impart unto- them;' not - the . Gospel of God only, but
“also his. own
Shim?, s
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DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS WERE S0.—Acts i, 11,
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LONGING. FOR PREEDOM.
“Why, Ohmy soul, shonld eartlily joya -
Delnin thee prisoner here below ?

The richest gems:are trifling toys, .
Gomypnred with those belicvers. know.

How glorious their immortal crowns,
Moro dazzling bright than mid-duy sun;
Jesns their happy souls ndorng -

Witlt wreaths, w{xich he himself hath won.

1ow vain are all.the scencs of carth,
Beneath their own exalted view!
They. feel the honours of their birth,~
The friends of God, and angels tov.

Oh! Dlissful state of holy joy !
Awake, my soul, and upward soar;
Thy rebel pagsions now destroy, -
Let carth engross thy heart no more.

Yet, Lord'! 1 look alone to thee:
Lixart thy sovereign, taving pawer ;
Oh! set my captive spirit free,
Be this redemption’s joyful hour.
From ¢ Christian Relivement,” heing appended Lo
the article following on this puge, heuded < Danger of

o e oY =2

EVANGELICAL INSTRUCTION, AFTER THE
"PATTERN OF THE APOSTLE PAUL,
From the Bishop of Celcutta’s Expesitory Lectures
on Epistle o the Colossiuns. dAfler staling ¢ The
practical end in view of Christianity’® and < In
what manner this high end of Christianity is pro-
duced, and how il stands connceled wilh the pecu-
tiar doctrines of the Gospel,” the author proceeds,
in the following urlicle, {o show ¢ inwhat munaer
this doctrine of Christ, which is thus cssential to
the production of the internal work of grace, is lo

be proposed and enforced.”

Our doctrine and course of instruction must 1e-
semble those of St. Pauly if the converts are to he
like his'; not only must the truths themselves be of
the same kind as the apostle’s, but ‘the manner of
stating them, the address, the propartion, the distri-

the objectin view must be like his.  ‘There must he
a thorough understanding and a firm hold of ¢ the
niystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ,»
or we can never leach 'it, ¢ Christ the ‘hope of
glory,” must be’the sum of our faith, as it was of
the apostle’s ; ¢ Christour all and in all, Christ our
head,” our ¢ reconciliation,? our ¢ life,” ‘our
complete, adequate, and exclusive Saviour and Me-
diator.. Then we shall preach as St. Paul did. -
In the next place, we must use largely the very
language of St. Paul and the olher inspired writers,
shall fail in imitating them.:' The far greater part of
\ ; Eould be com-
posed of holy:Seripture “wisely -explained 'and - ap-
plied.” Mere . strings ‘of texls, indeed; repealed

all‘we:advance, i the ¢:in-

‘Again, C

n,: Christ; his “glory, " a -complete.
work, all his offices, must be knowr

n

under all’ afflictions.” - We muost ‘not- put-Clrist
on ong side, as it were, as having wrought redemp-
tion, indeed, but as not necessary {o be presented in
every exhortation ; or imagine that great festivals
or set occasions of proving his divinity or alone-
ment may well recall him o our minds hut that for
the rest, it is enough for us to dwell on duties, and
the mortification of sin, and parables, aud the pro-
verbs, psalms, and sermon on the mount. This is
a'fatal mistake. The cold cssay on subordinate
maiters starves the soul. Details of morals are
what Aristotle, Cicero, or Iipictetus, might tcach.
Minute historical criticism, disquisitions en parabies,
mystical devotion, declamations on the brevity of
life, are inefficient to the awakening and instructing
of man dead in sin, Christ must b2 the prominent
erson thoughout our ministry, as in the Epistle be-
We are not o
be Jewish preachers, nor followers merely of John
lflapéisl, but preachers of ‘the Gospel of Christ our
Lord. .

Once more ;3 all St. Paul’s doclrine was inter-
mixed wilh earnestness and meaning, with expe~
rience and lave, with spiritual feelings “and aflec-
tions, with the ‘conilict of prayer and humility of
aoul,.and with the unaffected reliance on the opera-
tions of grace. to -nake them successful j so must
ours, - Our- doctrine must lead directly to conver-
sion of heart; and faith, and holy love. -Our creeds,
and articles, and summarics of theology ara only the
rudiments of piety. Al the doctrinal statements in
cither: Testament are interwoven with practical re-
sulls, are dipped in the heart, are not introduced
abstractedly, but ‘clothed with circumstances, and
direcled lo some immediate and high practical de-
sign.”" All the vast and mysterious scheme of re-
demplion is subservient lo the bringing mdn back to
spititual feelings and duties. - So the doclrine of thie
Holy Ghost'; so the .vital 'and all-comprehensive
mystery of the Trinity of personsin the one adora-
.ble‘Godhead-—nothing is abstract and speculative.”

“And the reason” why' God is pleased o raise up
strenuous defenders of the faith from age lo age, to

-stition which Satan invents and aids, is,’ that error

stunted: * 1t is'a mephitic almostphere. . As divine

‘doctrine in this Epistle is imbedded in’ tie” inmost
converls.: ~His ' tears and prayers: accompany
‘grandeur of-Christ anil the' work-of :his. Spirit in us

/A8 8.4 narse- cherisheth her own  chil-
- dren,. so<iwas i e gentle among - them,- willing to

‘ s offices, must be kown  and_acknow- |
“ledged to be the daily food of the soul,the motive ‘of
~all duty,:the source of all strengtiny:.the consolation

Seriptures, medilation, prayer, a deep acqua

New Testament,

nothing.”
truth,

wisdom.”?

the Colossians, and beguiling their souls.

time, without too much detail. And whilst we

ingtruction.

grood in the highest sense and largest measure to the
boiies and sonls of these whom we address j—bene-
volence is an universal language. :

Lastly, our labowrs and conversation in the family
and the church must support and not contradict
our public and private instructions. Our discourses
are nol all our ministry—far from it. Public pray-
ers and sacraments, the habitual deportment, tha
cherity, paticace, frith, purity, reeckness, of the
Ieiniater, must shiovr whal we mean by Christianity.

what we say, but to what we: do, and interpret the
one by the gther. 00l el b
.-Allow e, therefore, to ask here, againy is this
model of St. Panl’s manner of iaguleating ithie god
that which we proposeto ourselves 7. Aray

aur ministry our joyyour
gion-of ourlives 7
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ingz arid authotity 7, Is four-‘ministry. auch,
St.-Pael were to be present; he.
is what Lintended in my Episile

oceupy our waking and sledping thoughtsy
tion ?
immortality and clernaf life 7

not understand,

GLEANINGS FROM CHARLES SIMEOQN.

Skeletons of Sermons published in 1796,

predecessors, of sefting down in. s

in such words as present themselves althe time
perhaps, duly managed, this is the best.”?

called, mandaling
from ‘memory. 1

thisshould he practised by all the Clergy, as wel
when preaching before the University and at Court
as hefore any common audience.®  This shews a

* Mr. Vice-chancellor and Gcnﬂcmen, :
“Whereas his Majesty is informed,

wanded me lo signifyto you. his pleasure, that. the said
practice, which took beginning with' the disorders o

snid Preachers deliver their sermons both in Latin ane
Euglish by wemory or without book, as being a way o

And that

‘of:. that. holy: axercige;- his Majesty's cam

suchi ecolesiaatical persons, as shall continue the prosen

timo being, upon

pain-of Lis Majesly’s displeasuro.
... Octy 8, 1601, L ‘

vouly 'beeause* thoy  webe, dear unlo

3 ',

Iﬁobk{
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Further,' diligent study in the closet must be em-
ployed in our “preparation for public duty, if we
woulll resemble St. Panl, The address and wisdom,
the forlitude ‘and tenderness, the choica of lopics
plndlnroportion of different truths which be had by
mspiralion, we must acquite by - study of the
intance
with our own hearts, a “consideration of zll the
classes of persons we have lo instruet; and an imi<
tation of the prophets ef old and of our Lord in the

We must not ¢ offer to God that which costs us
We must « tightly divide the word of
We must, as a prudent®® house-holder, bring
out of our treasury things new and old.” We must
let ¢ the word "of Christ dwell inus richly in all

Further,a wise regird should be paid to the cir-
cumstances of our congregation, and the prevalence
of eny specics of error amongst them.  This was St.
Pauls practice. Every verse of his epistle had a
reference to the fulse {eachers creeping in amongst
"Thus
cawtions must be wisely given by us alse, and
worked into our ordinary doctrines, from time to

correct one class of errors, we st take care not to
run into those of an oppesite extrems, St, Paul,in
the midst of his ferven! ‘argument, unites ¢ order
with stedfastness in the faith of Christ 7 and after
having  pointedly condemned angel-worship and
vain superstition, he returns to the main and prac-
tical characteristics of Chijstianity ; for cautions

and - wamings  will not of themsclves feed the
soul 5 they must be united with direct cvangelical

Ounee more, love must he the prominent featore
apparent in our ministry 3 ¢ love to all the saints in
Christ-Jesus ;2 charity ¢ which heareth all things,
believeth all things, hopeth’ all things, endureth all
things ;>love for the souls of those whom we ad.
dress ; grief if ‘we are compelled to use harshness ;
freedom from all personal ends and private feelings,
and irritation of temper, and an evident desire to do

vizits te the sick and the well, the word, spirit,

Yt Pzul’s catalogue of his labours. and toil, and kis
meekness. and patience under themy may. teach us
what should be:ours. .. Our flocks look; not only to

fidel, detect the false professor-in’ our flucks ? . Is

mizht savy That
i the - Colessian
church 2" Does love pervade our ininistiy 5 Christ
fill the field of vision ; wizdom and address contial
our speech; the: varied . circumstances of our fleck
the
errors. preveiling areund us excite our exution and
our fear, and dictate preventative {epies of iustruc-
Have we; above ally the first prineiple ofa
faithful ministry in the life of God in our own senls?
Are we ourselves seeking for henour, and glory,and
An unconverted
minister is not likely to be the means of converting
others to a religion which he has never felt and does

HIS DMIND ON PREACHING SERMONS WRITTEN OR
UNWRITTEN—Drefized o a Sermon and four | Nicodemus, ¢ Verily, veily, I say unto thee, ex-

Archbishop Sccker, in his lost Charge, after ob-
serving in reference fo the melicr of curzermons,
“We have, in fact, lost many of our people to
secinties by not preaching in a insaner sutliciently
evangelical ;7 adds, in reference to the mauner of our
preaching, “’Ihere is a middle wal)v', used by aur

ort notes the
method and principal heads, and enlarging on them

He then
proceeds to express his disapprobation of whatis
of sermons, or repealing them
his cuslom obtains much among
foreign Divines; and throughout the whole Church
of Scotland ; and in the Statute book of our Uni-
versity there is an order from King Charles II. that

least that, if a minister had thoroughly studied-his
discourse, it was .deemed no objection against him,
that he delivered it without book. But the way

that the
practice of reading Sermons is generally iaken up by
the preachers before the University, and thorefore con-
tinued even before himself, his Majesty hath com-

tlie late “times, be wholly laid aside, and thal the afore-

preaching which his Majesty - judgeth most ngreeable to
the uso.of all foreign Churches, “to the eustont'of the
Univorsily héretofore, -and " tho -niture and intendment

‘nnds “in’ tho-premises ‘may - be duly- regarded’'and -ob-
sorved; this further pleasure: i, that- the, names of all

stpine and slothful: way, of, preaching, ‘o, from time to
time signified unto .me - by the Vied:chancellor for the

T MoNNOUTH -

propesed by Archbishop- Secker scems far preferable
on account of the unnecessary increase ol labour o
the minister, and because.the repeating of a sermon
will most generally cppear, 2a the Archlushop justly
expresses it, like ¢ the saying of a lesson.’  Many
other authorities of the greatest note might be ad-
duced, (as these of Bishap Wilking, Bishop Burnet,
Archbishop of Cambray, &c.,) if it were the author’s
wish'to vindicate thiis mede -of preaching ; but he
is far frem thinking it proper for all persons; ot in all
places.  He considersiil, however, as extremely
useful, where a minister’s talents will admit of it.
But, afler all, the great: concern both of ministers
and private Christians  is, to cnjoy the blessing of
God upon their own seuls. In whatever manner the
Truth may be delivered; whether from n written
discourse, or memoritery: or from a well~digested
plan, they may cxpect that God wvill accompany it
with o divine energy, if they be looking up to him
in the exercige of faith and prayer. = 1n this hope,
the following Sermon, and the ~Skeletons annexed
Lo it, are sent forth into the world: and if by means
of them the excellency of the Gospel may be more
clearly seen, its importance more deeply felt, and
its strengthening, comforting, sanclifying efficacy
more richly experienced, the Author’s labours will
be abundantly repaid. -

His vigws oN TiE NEW BInTH t—exiracled by
his biographer (Rev. IV, Carusy from ¢ Appeal to
men of wisdom and’ candour.?*~~We now come to
state what onr views of the subjects really are i—
We have hefore shewn, thatman by nature has no-
thing in hiim that is spirituntly good, or good fowards
God.  But in order to be made meet for heaven, he
must be tnade spiritually good 5 that is, he must love
what God lovey, and hate what God hates ; and be,
and do, what God commands. Does God hate sin
in all ils hranches 7 he mest hate ittoo, and loathe
and abhor himself for having ever commitled it
Does God love holiness ? he also must love a holy
God, and holy exercises, and holy affections ; and
must s0 love holy things, as to make them the con-
tinual objects of his most camnest pursuit j in rela-
tion lo every thing that is holy and heavenly, the
¢ same mind mustbe in him that was ia Christ Jesus.?
Has God required him to come as o weary and heavy-
laden sinner to Jesus, aad to live altegetiicr by faith
in Christ, for wisdom, and rightcousness, and sanc~
tification, and redemption; and te glory not in any
human strength or goodness, but wholly and exclu-
sively in the Lord Jesus ‘Christ 7 the man’s mind
must be brought to this, and Christ must be exceed-
ing precious t6 5n in ail these points of view ; yea,
ke must ¥ deterniine to kaow nothing and to rcjeice
in nothing, but Christ and him crucified.”® ‘These
views and these priveiples must not rest as'mere no.
tions in:the head, but must he ivrought . into the
hieart and exhibited.in the whole of the life 2nd con-
wersalion L s e

- L'his change far exceeds (he power of fallen nan,
Whatever peivers you may e pleased to.invest him
withyithey nlliSzry shotl el (his . Avedmblanca of

these fhings eimay put on: but he' cantot’ forn
ing to be Hwise to win souls 79 - Do we cast ther really and traly in his hewtl This is the wer
bow we may besti‘present “truth, dwaken: the con-} 6f the-Spiritof: Gad wio i promisad o g for this’
science, console the conirite: in spirit, alarm the'in< | very en new heart will ‘I'.give youy'and a

new spifit will I put‘within you
y.the slony: heartiout:‘ef, v
give you a heart 6f flesh s an
vithia yon, and o hvonitew

oand 1owill taka

: yand o2 b ‘ o
if] and ve'shqll kegp iy edmmandiments (o do them
As (o.!hc mode ol effecting thivgrealvork, we have

already otderved, the Spnil is not resiricted’; bt
whenever it is truly ediected; then we sayy - that the
man s bora agalh, and born'of the Spirit’ and the
change that has taken place within him, we call
the new birth. :

Fow the question is, whether this be the new
birth ornet 7 and whether we do right in insisting
upon it as necessary o mon’s calvation ¢

Inanswer lo this we reply, not only that the
Seriptures cell this a new birth, a new creation, a
being bom of God, and a heing barn of the Spirit,
but that an expericnce of it is pradicated of al} who
arein a stale of faveur with God now or shall find
admission inte his kingden bereafter. «Jf any
man be in Christ, he is a new crealure, of a new
creation,’ says the apostle: € old things are passed
away ; hehiokd all things are become new.® And
our Lord, wilh repzated asseverations, says fo

cept a nan be botn again, he cannol see the king-
dom of Ged 't .

These declarations of our Lord to Nicodemus are
pecuiiarly strong ; basawse the import of them can-
not with any appearance of reason be explained
away. Seme, indeed, Fave endeavoured to explain.
this of baptism ; but I wish that those, who think it
can bear that construetion, would see what seunsa
they can on thal supposition makeof the whole con-
text. Let us suppose for a moment that haplism is
the new birth, and that bagtism was the point which
our Lord so strongly insisted on; why should our
Lord, when explaming and enforcing his first as-
sertion, so carefully distinguish belween water-bap-
tism, and. the operations of the Holy Spirit: « Ve-
rily, verily, I say unto thte, except a manbe born
of waler and of the Spirit,lic cannot enter inta the
kingdon of God 7" Herq, admitting” that he -in-
sisted on the necessity of ieing born of - water, he
insisted also'on being bow of the Spirit, in eorder
that he might convince Nkodemus that he spoke,
not of an outward and cafnal, but of an inward and
spiritual; change. Again—how can -his subsequent
explanations apply {o bapiisia ¢ On the supposition
that Le speaks of a spiritial birth, his reasons aré
clear and forcible j < thatwhich is born of the flesh,
is flesh 3 and thercfore infil for a spiritual king-
dom; but ¢ that which is\' born of the Spirit, is spi-
tit,”? and exactly sujted 4§ that Jkingdom which ho
was aboul to establish. Again=—If it ‘were baplism
of ‘which he speaks, what;connexion has that with
the wind, ¢ which"bloweth " where it lisléth,” and
whichy though inexplicable in ‘some roespects, is in~
variably andinfallibly. 1o be'seen in its effects 7~ 1f
it were haplism, it woull blow, not where the Spirit.
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and as for ils effeets; (hey ara for !
Lle to no finman being. . Moreover,: how' conld our
Lord with” justice ask Nicodemus, ¢ Art. thou o
master in Israely.and’ knowest not
Nicodemus inight-have well repli

{ nort w
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aese Ll :
5 ¢ Yes, 1 am a

¢ {tion in covenaal

'said of dll {hal ate baptizeds

listeth, but whera the patents and the minister list ; |

18i~.

these things 3]

-1 the people; for whom

master in Istael, and yet know not ‘these things:
for ho » should I know them?  Where are they re-
vealed 2 What is there in the writings of Dlesea
or the prophets that sheuld have taught me to expect
50 much from baplism 7. God required the circuin-
cision of the¢ flesh as you de baplism j out he re-
quired the circumcision of the heart also; and, if
there be a spiriteal ehange of a rimilar nature re-
quired of us under your dispensation, and that be
the thing which you call a new birth, then I con-
fess T ought to have had clearer views of these
things, since they were cevidently inculeated in the
Jewish Scriptures, and were reprecented aiso as par-
ticularly characterizing the Messials reign.® . ..
As some distinguished characlers are very
strong and positive upon this point, we think it not
improper to enter somawhat more fully into it.

If by the term regeneration they meant an intro-
duction into a new sfate, inwhich the baplized por-
sons have a right and title to all ‘the blessings of
salvation, we should have no controversy with them.

If they meant that all adalts, who in the exersise
of penitence and faith zre baptized inte Chrizt, have
in that ordinance the remission of their sins sealed
to them, and the Holy Spirit in a more abundant
measure communicated to them, we sitould not disa-
gree with them. )

I{ they meant that infants dedizaled to Godin
baplism may and sometimes do (though in 2 way not
discoverable by us, except by the ftuits) reccive a
new nature from the Spirit of God #n, and ~ith, and
by that ordinance, we could cordially join with them.

But they zo much farther than all this, ., .
With some, we hops that tiere is reaily
an erpor of judgment arising from the strong things
which are spoken of baptism in tne Mely ‘Herip-
tures.. They do not consider, thaty when itis zaid,
“ Repent, and be baptized for the remissisn of sins5”
these words were addressed to ndelts, whe had just
been informed, that Jesus vras the Christ, end that,
if they believed in Itim, and beearre His diceinles,
their sing should be blotted o axpressians of thiz
kind were highly jroner asaddraesed to aduliz ; but
afiord no ground for the icen, that the rite of baptism
is the new birth.

We are no mcre dispescd to calrast from the
honour of that szerad ardinzzca then our adverraties
themselves; we admit, and beg you to bear in mind
our admission, that great, exceeding great, benefit
aczrues (o {he sou! from baptism. In many in-
stanees, where the ordinance is really attended upon
in faith, and prayer is offere¢ up to God in faith, we
do telicve that God bestows a peculiar blessing on
the child ; and, thorgh we cannet ascerlain that He
does so-but by the fruits that ‘are afterwards pro-
duced, yet are we warranted from Scripture to be-
lieve, that the ef’ectual fervent prayerof a righteous
people shalinct go forth-in vain ; and that  whatso-
ever we'ess, believingy we shall receive®. . Tut
even from “the erdinance. itsel{ we mmay censivcr
great good 23 anding to the soul; since,vas in the

1yt peistadatthisrely brought
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cuas’ol clvedmeiaituy the perst
into covenant with-Ged. Thie! Tarzelites, v i na-
! Lrith God, wrere highly privileged;
for s :to'them;? asihie apostle says, ¢ pertaineth the
adoplion; and the glory,and the covenants, ‘and - the
giving of the law,'and the service of Gedy and the
promisesy % The sames Tdoubt noty may be justly’

Her
1oy

buti that "cur . Reformers had [ thet cvers’passaga’of
Scripture in their eye, when' inour baplismal ser-
vice they insirusledius to thank Ged for taving re-
genemated. the baplized iperson by his Foly Spirit;
and, in our Calechism; tospaak of children sy by
the ordinance of baptism made membors of Christ,
children ¢of God, and inberilors of the kingdem of
lieaven. These exprossions are doubtless streng g
and soare St. Paul’s expressions respecting the
benefits of cireumcision ; and every blessing which
he asserts o ltave been conveyed by circumcision,
we may safely and traly apply to baptism. ~ By the
very admission of persons into covenant with Godl,
they are breught into a new sfale, bave a right and
litle 1o all these priviloges; and by the exercise of
faith jo the Lord Josus Cirist they cema to- the
actual pessession of them. . .
But the chiefsource of the fore
that men do not distinguish belween a change of
state and a change of naluve. Maplism is, as we
have just shewn, a change of stale : for by it we
become entitled to all the blessings of the new cove-
nant § but it s not u change of nafure. A change
of nature sey be communicated at the time that the
ordinance is administered ; but the ordinarce ilself
does not cominunicate i now, any more than in the
apostolic age, Nimon Megus wwas baplized; and
yet remaineid in the gall of bitterness and- the band
of iniquity, as much after his bantism gs he was be-
fore. “And co it may be with us: and this is anin-
fallible proof, that tike change, which the Seriptures
call the new birth, does not always and of neccssity
accompany this sacred ordinance.  As the cireum-
cicion of the heart did nat always accompany the
circumeision cf the flesh, so neither does the reno-
vation of the soul always accompany the outvrerd
rite of baplism, which shaddows it forth ; and if
only our opponents will distinguish the sign from
the thing signified, and assign.to each its proper
place and oftice, there will be i immediate end of
this controversy. C o '
Soreun- Cizare®: 7o THE TRUsTESS TOR PRE-
SENTING CLIRGYMEN TO THZ LIVINGS. 1N 1118 GIFT.
—In the name and in the presence of Almighty God
I give the following charge o all my trustees, and
to all who shiall succeed them in the trust to the
remotest ages. I implore them, for the Lord “Jecus
Christ’s sake, and Ircharge - them™ also before that
adorable Saviour, who will call them to judgment
for their execution of this trust, . - . .- ‘
1. That they, be very careful, whenever they
shall be called upon to fill wp 2 vacancy in this
trust, which they must invariably do, within three
months of a vacancy otcurring;. that they elect  no
one who is not a truly, pious: and deveied man, a
man of God in deed amf in trath: who with" his
piety combines asolid e’udgment. and a perfectly in-
dependant minds J+And T place thio firsty ‘bécause a’
failure dn this gie pariicuiar. would -uttarly-defeat,
‘and that in perpetuity:too, all that I have sought to-
do for God and for immortal souls. . - D
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-menticned crror i¢,
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sustlyt
‘indeed, wc-doubﬁt- noty

eternal interesis have been corifided (o them. " They'
must on no account be influenced’ by any partiality
towards a particular individual, or by compassion .
towards any one on account of the largeness of “his -
family, or the smallness of his income.  They must
be particularly on their guard-against petitions from
the parish to be provided for, whether on behalf’ of .

a curate that has laboured among ‘themy or of any"
other individual. ‘They must examine carcfully and
judge a3 before God; how far "any person possesses:
the qualifications suited to this parlicular parish, and

by that consideration alone must they be deter-- :
mined in their appointment of him.—Memoirs, by: o

Rev, V. Carus,

DANGER OF RICHES.

In this fallen” world, where ‘sin has planted sor-
rows in awful ‘profusion, isit not wonderful, that
creatures, liable to continual change, are not solici~:
tous to find a covert from the tempest? . They are’
anxious, indeed, to obtain rest, but they seek for it~
where it never ¢an be found—in earthly things.

Men are apt to imagine, that if they can only
amass a fortune, and reach the bill of prosperity, -
tuey shall escapa these troubles which overwhelm
many who dwell in the vale below. But are. not
mountzing the most exposed to storms? Arc they "
not the mest bleak and barren parts of the earth?
whilst the sheltered valleys stand - so thick with
corn, that in the poetic language of David, ¢ they-
lzugh and sing 7? SR

History -furnishes abundant proofs that elevated
stations expase men lo perpetual dangers, and cause
tie soul fo be barren in these fruits of peace, con- .
‘eniment, ard piety, which enrich the heart of ‘the -
lewly, relired beliaver. Why, then, should ] envy
the grea?, or labour to berich? Even if I should-
happily eccepe the common snares of wealth, yet
deatir will scon transfer it into other hands, and then
what will all m¥ riches profit, if at that solemn
peried I should be:destilute of faith and ‘love?
Lord, muke me anviows fer the true riches. ' May I
daily lzy up ray ftreaswre in heaven. May my .
heart bethere. Letnoidol bo sealed onthe throne”
of my a Tections. Dathourzign the sovereign Lord
within. Ch! may all my powrers be subject "unto
thee. Dlay I owwn no way butthine.  All will then
be well.  WWhether prosperous or afilicted, all things
sball work logether for my good. ,

The Seripiurés point out in the strongest manner
the danger of riches. Many monuments of wrath
are there presented to owe view. Achan, Gehazi,
Judas, Ananias, and Sapphira, being dead, yet speak - . - ° .
with ‘warning veiee. ” The love of ‘money proved 1 -7
their dowafall, : : PR et

We all naturally love ezse. We have a natural - -
love-of rest. ‘T'oil and pain are alike irksome to the’ '
sivage ‘and the. sage.  Those carthly possessions
whiciy: promise the greatest-porlion’of enjoyment,
are the mezt coveted by mankind in geseralir
“oIabcivilized ‘eonntrics it may he saidyoin the ex
pressive” language ol Kelomon, 4 Mioney answeret
all things.? - [t 12 abld to procure fors us
.6us conveniences whicli'tend to'smoott
oo It provides as with ' food Andrai

rahle eicgancies “and “superfluiti
nities i pf-extending’ our rescarche
] go;of visiting distant climes,
uF‘; thé labours of ‘the dead; Mangy can ind.
almestevery thing; but what is most eszential to our
happiness—peace of conscience, joy-in Gody and -
victery ovesr sin and deaths IR TREE ERE A

Here, then, erises the danger of riches.. They &4 7

furnish us witli'every requisite fo earthly pleasure.
They give us a commanding influence over: out
poorer noighbours ; and an importance in the circle
i which wwe move., Hence we secretly pant after
their increase. They engross the affections ; they
£11 the miad 5 they captivate the will; they usurp
the place of God in the soul.

When riches Jow into the coffer, {rouble is never
apprehended ; but when they cease to flow, the
darkened clouds seem rapidly 1o threaten "the
destmiction of our carthly joys j the smile then- for-
sakes the worldling®s countenance; gloom ‘seitles -
upon Lis once langhing face ; despair seizes ‘on hig
heart, and death not vnfrequently closes the fatal
scene ’ L

Such a stateof mind as this, infallibly proves the
love of money te be the predeminaiing: passion in .
the soul. And such 4 state of mind is incompatible
with salvation. - o T

Our blessed Fiord has declared, in words too plain
{o be misunderstood, ¢ It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich- man
—trusting in khis riches—to enter into the kingdom
of Ged”” (Mark x. 25.) 'St, Paulin like manper:
bears his testimony against this sin of our nature’z -
¢ Charge them that are rich in this world, that they -
be nat high-minded, nor t#ust in" uncertain .richesy . .
butin the living God, who giveth us all things richly. -
to enjoy.””. He cautions -believers' most solemnly -
agninst the cvil of covelousness; by declaring that
<cthe lave of money. is the root of all evil’; ‘which,. -
while some covetzd after, they have erred from'the : .
faith, and pierced themsclves through with many. © -
sorrows.’? : : RIS e g

If true believers, we ought again and again 6 -
impress upon our heerts this sacred truth < that real :
happiness consists in having God for our portion; in . i
being satisfied, yea, thankfal for: the aliotments of’ - -
Lis providence in fecling ourselves to be pilgrims Lo
and strangers upon earth,cﬁasteniug along the streain o
of time to that blessed world, where every trial will. .7 - -
be forgetten ; or; if remembered, will ‘only, by its." '
recollection, enhance our everlasting joy.. 0"t 0

This state of mind, ‘this ‘holy frame of heart, ig ...
the work of the Spirit, the fruit’ of faith, ¢ All: =7
thy cliildyen shall be taught of ‘the Lord and great ;-
shall ‘be' the peace of thy ‘children.? ¢ Thou wilt®
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed.on:;
thee, because he. trustel? in thez,?. & Be careful
for nothing, but in every thing by. praycx_,agd,.ﬁgg_
plication; with thanksgiving, let .your requesls
made known ‘unte’ God. > And  the peace: of ‘God
which “passeth ‘all ‘understanding,® shall'k p}'y{gt.ltv
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heart, and mind  through' Chilst L Jesislins O
light sflliction, which is but for & moment;- worketh.
for- us-a far more exceeding and eternal weight of

:*2, "That when they shall be called _
toa living, they consult nothing but the welfare’ of
they:are to provide, and whose

6n they Uled pon to ajpoink

‘glory; while we look ‘not at'.the things which are
seen, but at the things'which are not seen’s for the
things which aro seen are temporaly- but. the: things:
which. are: not: seen--‘are-elernal,? i
+ 'Ok bléssed Saviour!:wean my:foolish heart fro

| the” world. - Save me .l
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