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THE FRENUH ACADEMY.

RY JOHN READE.

At the end of the sixteenth century a poet named J An-
toine Baif, a friend of Ronsand) founded in o house in des
Fosses-Natut Vietor Street, Paris, o society of wits and musi-
cians, whose chief object was the grammatical study of lan-
guage and itz pronutciation,  Concerts
which attracted a good number of younyg nollemen and gentle-
men, In 1576 Charles IN. gmnted to this society letters
patent inwhich he declired that in order that the said society
may be patronized and honoured by the greatest persous in
thie 1and, he was desirous of becoming a protector and member
of it. The Parliament, supported by the Bishop of Paris and
the University, after having stronzly opposed the enregister-
ing of these letters, was at length obliged to yicld.  Henry
111, the suceessor of Churles [N, took the A cademy under his
protection, but the death of Ix;nf and the troubles of the
Lesgue hastened the downfall of the establishment. That it
had already acquired soms importanee may be learned by the
Vollvtet

were given there

following passage froma wanuseript of G.

v Amadis de Jamyn deliversd some phifosophic disconrses
before Henry 1T, in the Academy of Autoine Bal established
in the vicinity of the Fanbourgs Saint Marcel, For [ Kuow,
by tradition, that Amadiz de Jamyn belonzed to thi
brated socicty, of which Gui de Pibra. l’?v-rn- do Ronsand,
Philippe  Desportes. Jacgues-Davy Duperron, and several
athers of the most excelleont minds of the aee) wers b s,
I once saw a manuscript boek of the mmu...uu of this goble
and famous Avadewy, from which it appenred that the vood
King, Henry 11, snd the Doke of Guise and most of the londs
aud jadies of the Court, hnt wiven thelr :
demy, which, hbowever, came to an end
and n'-n"minns of the divil wars of the hiogsd L Rings,
the princes, i
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the noblbemen and all the sreine who coangos d
this celebruted body, had &l signed el nomes o the
which was the arst "!: noof this nobhe fastiintion, and which
promised wonders bm ufor solenee and Hterature 70

In the reign of Leuis XTI the project of the
was revived,  In 1612 David Bivault pubdivhied & panpbletin
which i b
should emtrace all the sclences exvept theale

About the vear 1620, Vilentin ¢ onrart.a i’-v\ ¥ ¢ ouneiilor,

S Loonr,

Acitemy

the authior proposed to establisiy an ;\u:x.ix-m_\' wh

formed a society of Hiterary men, which met at Li

Among itz members were Godennt, Bombanty, thap
Habert, the Abbe de Viérlsy and 3 i
duved to this socicty by Mallovid
duced Desmarest and the Able
wnrn, spoke of it to his n, the "%r-;:r'.:a
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The registration of the btiers padent wet with opposition
from the Parilament, and dtd not tak.
a half afterwards,

Reareely had the Academy recuived it
tion than it became the butt of all
witiicisms Tt was sadd) ineor @iz, t ar
dow vach of the forty membeors with O,
af 4200 600 intendid for the clonrtiing of the ~teots

The Avadewy soon bevams atool in the Lands of B helien,
Oiygir of its first wcts o deforenos o bits Biiuonor was the cone
demnation of Corneiilrs famons 0

UCnder Lants XEVothe Avademy was wore regalarly consti-
tuted,  His infe six hundred volames was the besine.
ning of the present libriary of the institation. Under biw, tows,
the title of acadbanician began to be coveted by others than
literary personages. Princes, peers, cardinals) ministors, conn-
cillars of state, competed for the honnar with hl»lnr) s, ety
ph!lmnph- &3 mui orators. The Acndemy gaived in res umn,
but lost in independunce, A place in i< mnks bevion-) not
the reward of literary ro-rit, but a mark of favour to men of
high positicn and to forigners wham the King delichtod to
honour.  Oge person was made o academioian beoaten b
hud gnceessfully negociated & marriage of state, On the denth
of Pierre Corneille, the Duke of Maine, then only fourteen
years of age, took a fancy to snceoed b, Ricine, who was
then President, was about to reply to the Dike's regqaeat that,
even if there were no vacant chair, there was not an acdemis
cian among them but would have been delighted (ravi) to
make one for him, when the King, strusk with the absurdity
of the proces: dim(r-, refused to ratify the clection of the priuce,
S0, no thunks to the Academy if Thomas Corneills replaced
his distinguished brother. Soubére, a Ltizrateur below medio-

pite for two vears aod
de initive constitu-
kinds of epivrames and
Rechelion was ta en-

L2t by means

;‘s),-'u’ of

* In this qu-tation, and throughout. 1 have taken the tiberty of eon-
densing ~giving only the subetanee and the salieat painte,
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crity, Malet, whose solo claim was a wretched ode, took their
places in the illustrious assembly. .

The Academy offered a chair to Maréchal Saxe.  In his
reply was the following passage :— Ils veule me fere de la
C.rdemie, cela miret come une bage a un chas?”  The spelling of
this wr reat warrior is et ertainly peculiar! e shone in the
Camgpus Martiug rather than in the Athencum.

It was not without reason that Voltaire defined the Academy
as “a body into which they receive persons of title, men in
place, lawyers, Nwewmu\ and even men of letters™

The Academy sometimes shewed its subserviency to the
powers that were by exclusions as well as admissions, The
Abbé de Saint-Pierre was banished, at the instigation of Car-
dinal de Polignae, for having rather severely }\hh:vi rome acts
of the government of Lounis X1V, ‘ondorcet was kept out of
the Academy for years for having refused to culogize the Duke
of Vrilliare. On account of this spmt of sorvility the Acadewy
had fallen so low in pablic opinion at the close of the last
century that it was said that Voltaire, at his death, had taken
away all the gening, and Fovcemagne all the huucﬂy from
Freaclh literature.

1n his admission to the Academy in 1640, Olivier Patru
delivered an address of thanks which so pleased his confréres
that, some time after, the ceremony becam:: obligatory. In
the case of some distingnished persons, however, it was dis-
pense b with,

‘This obligation of making a speech in public deterred the

timid Bochefousanld  from presenting himself befare  the
Academy,  The Maréchal de Richelivn was bolder, In the

manuscript of the discourse which he pronounced ln'mrv tha
Academsy, there is abundance of ortho, 'mphwnl mistakes, The
same Richelicu, when he was Prosident of the Av Alil my, re-
Guested Volt dre to compose him & complimueutary speech to
b delivered before the King,  Copies of this speech having
been circulated among the m«:mlu o<, s Richelien uttered n
phmss, many persons pronotneed half afoud the phrase fol
lowing

These adulatory speeches woere, from the first, subhjocts of
vidicube, Due of the prostdents of the Aeademy come-
pared tem to those solemn masses where the colebrant, after
i.nm.‘ fest censed all the worshippers, ends by being in turn
cetsed himself

The vobls members of the Academy sometimes made the
distunve rudely felt between a great lord and a plebeian,
The Bishop ot Noven, Clermont-Totnerre, disdained in his
reception address to praise his predecessor, Barbier 4" Ancoart,
He was obliged, however, to insert in bis printed speech the
wonds of praise which his aristocratic prepdice would not
allow ki to utter,

tt may be casily

v,!l}. h.

finagined that the original obiect of the
Academy— the ornament, embellishment and angmentation
of the French language” often forgotten. Tradition
Las Rept the memory of & phrase oo 188 0 rde inan adidress
of the Abbd Hardion.,  An Academtcian nsmed Sodaine, who
wrate cqually badiy in verse and prose, was <o detizhted with
the address of a new member, that at its concinsion, he threw
himself on his peck and cried ont with wushing simplicity
s Ab, Sir! fur twenty yvears I have been writing nonsense, but
I have uever said anything ciual to thae!
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OVER LEGISLATION.
(From unek. )

The
have

following Naotices of Motion for Teave to brioy in Bills,

boen given for the pext Session of Parliament :—

A Eill to put an etd to the deleterions habit, by Mothers,
of adidre < tonsenstoal words teinfantsand young chiliteen,
and for enacting that soy Mother, speaking to her child, sindl
use the languaze of grown-up people.

A Biil for preventing all persons leaving char
v, from commencing secular tulk nutil
shall be at least gty varls from such odifiee

A Bill for prohibiting any persons who oy attend o musi-
cal-ur theatrival entertainment, from speaking to one another
vroept i whispers, or betwoeen the acts,

A Bill for proventing any person from eatios an orange io
a street or other place of public § misage, naiess be <hall have
previonsly e the presence of p» P s poehed the
Aai-d oranwe, waddoposited the peel ina recepu lw o h ¢ provid-
ed by the rate-payers of the locality,

A Bl to prohibitany sorson from smidenty stopping in the
street to took in At a stopewindow, and thus interforing with
tie: progress of otler passenger:

A Bill for preventing acquuintanses or others from standing
to talk in the strect) to the hindrana- of the public, and for
providing recesses At varbus points when: persons desinos of
conversatioll may clijoyv it without interference with the pub-
lie dnterest

A Bl forbidding all persons to snecze lonedly in any public
thorouchfare where ther: is danger of terrifying horses

A Bl preventing persons from kindling cigars on the sen-
shore, prst the pilots of vessels should be deccived by the
lishts, and warine property by endangered,

Bill prohibiting suy person from offering a0 bet upon any
subjoct whatuver, without 8 Magistrat's certifioate that the
w15 uob contrary to morality, and withont entering into
seeurity to Jiguidate the said wager when diecided,

A Rill for chocking tue employment of objectionable
langwigze, and for imposing fines on the use of sny Pagan
oaths, a8 @ By Jove I of .mny exaggerations of untruths, as 1
have not seien you for an d;;v'"  You have been n month on
the eerand I and of all sugzestrour of comparison between an
event and the Prineiple of Evil, as, It rained like the
Denev”

A Bill for making it unlawful to use false and conventional
tenninations to b tters) nut for nbolishing the phrases, ¥ Your
obedient humble servant,” and the like, but with provisions
that no reatriction shall apply to letters between preracns
entitled to exchange aff-ctionate latgunge,

A Bill for prohibiting gntter-childeen from blowing tin
whistles, which wake: a distressingly monotonous noise, and
for vending offenders to the Royal Academy of Music, forin-
struction in better instroments,

A Bl providing for n quarterly return, from every house-
holder, of the general behaviour of each member of his house-
hold, with ¥pecinl accounts of any irregolaritios, distinguishiog

hes, ot other

p]m‘v s of warshin, (.Im}'

(3 341

.

them nnder the heads of religious) moral, and socinl, and with .

statements of the means he has employed for punishing the
same, and preventing their reenrrence, The cnser of children
under three yenss old not to be'included in the retern,

FIGLD AND F J()OD

The Peterborough Regatin took place on the 13th and 14th
inst.

The @ Matropolitan ” took the first prize
regatta on the 12th.

The Royal Canadian Yacht Club Race takes place at Toranto
sSaturday, the Tth prox,

A regatta will be held at Charlottetown, P EL L, during the
second week in September,

A swimming festival took place recently at Now York,
which six young ladies competed,

The Annual Matchies of the New Bruunswick [rovinciu]
Ritle Association are to be ficad at Sussex, comnuencing ou 3rd
September.

The oficers of the Halifax Garrison defeated the men of the
Garrison at cricket on the Tith, by geventy-five runs; 51 was
the bigprest score.

The race at Utica on the 13th inst,, for a purse of $3,000 {or
horses that had never beaten £.23 was won by # Crown Prinee,”
time, 2 204, 2,203, and 2 39

The Shanmrocks of Montreal defeated the Toronto Lacrosse
teain on Satunday, taking thiee straizht games. Tane: 2m
24, and the third something over half-nn-hour,

he Handicap Yucht race for a cup worth §a00, offered by
Commelore Bennet, came off at Providenee, R I. onthe i5th,
and was wan by Lesater Wallack's yacht » Columbia”

nt the Cape May

on

&~

The trotting race at Cleveland for 810000, between s Annie
Watson,” of Pittsburg, and - Belle Patteraon, of 05l city, was
won by the fornier in thres sivaght ieats s best tiae 2 35,

The veturn natel of cricket botwern Mados and Macniera
#lubs was playved o the Tith, on the ground of the former, pe-
sulting in fivour of Madoe by one run, with tea wickets to wno
(luwu

A boat-race was rowed on the 12eh inst, ia the harbour ot
StoJohn, between the G lobe P and 2 Pelegraph "—the tuenger
rowed Ly two wmen ansd the latter by Thoe
came in o homdeed vaeds aheasd

[F13TCHEE Glabe o

The Ottawa Caledouian Ganes ook place oo the 10th fnst |

the Montreal Games on Saturday, the s Tth ) and the Turonutao
ot Traesday st Dinnie and Fleming woere present ol ali
three pia and took xeveral priz s,

The dates of the Torauto Fall Moecting have bevn changed

to the T, th, and 1oth of September. The Autora noeeting
will e held on the 1ath and Ttk and the Barie mecting on

the isth, Tuth and 20th of Septencher,

A e took place at the Nowman ket tace-course, in Laondan,
on the 15th, betwern 0 W Smvtn s o Lady Coote, and WS
‘1‘1)(:.’:”»\"_)::’5 «Mubo, fora s s Moadon
thie Gist two bheats casily, and was winhor of
Tace,

of ton
Tared thie

Wi
th.-
O Raturday st the annusl Lavhine Doegatta the foar mile
four-oarsd race was won by the v aarletie” 1 2om | 2950
twormile outrigeer race was tken by Berey and Ninusing u?
Turonto, the seuilerace by Berey, There wern Fratian
cange races, and punt oees,

wle
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A cricket matoh was played at Geafton on the §2th betwiay
thie trrafton amd Whnthy clubs, To the first inaings Gralton
seorcd 63, and Whithy 113 tieafton then went o the hat and
seorcd 14 with % wickets down when time was callad. Voo
zame was decided by the st tntings,

A boat ruce between the Lowdon and St Mary's crows took
place on the et ias . e Loalen men ecastiv ook the frst
two heats, vomeong th aboant o boals® beneths sboad A wadd
aceident vectivied at the cluse of the rave, cansed by two pun-

away borses, by which several women and ehildeen were
injurad,

The =t John Telesza A of the 13tk inst, gavs » —=The ehal-
Penues quoit mateh or 30 geadnts Tor £25 aestde, came of) at
Iurr'\'!»n:z: yosterday o benwesn Messrs Johin Modawan &

Bivaar Mo Dosabd, and Patrick Gorman & David
Tl result was: =M Aiowan & MeDonald, o
MoCarthy, 15

Meotlarthy.
o Gornman &

A cricaet mateh was plaved on the ]
ville Ctab and an eloven rrom the tollowing places, viz: twao
from Moatrend, two from l-:h,hmu twa foom Gratton, ot
from Port Hn;w and the remednfug fons from Codborte: resnit-
tng in favour of Colborne by 1% runs Thirty<nine the
bigeest svore made by any one individaad,

srh, betwoers the Bolle-

'
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The following are the names of the Sonteeal twonty-two
plaving the cleven geutlemen of Fagland s—3Moesses 1 N,
Benjaming BRackaall, G Camphe ) 1) Golsan, Fo Fouedaner,
Groen, 8 Hardinge, 0 Hacpeeg joo, Henley, Hollamd, W 0 M.
Jones, 00 Latog, AL Laing, Liddell, WO MeKenaie, Melean,
Matthews, Mitls, G, Muarray, W, Smith and F. Do, '

The Guelph Maple Loaf Base Ball Clab, the champions of
Cunada, who lett on the Toth tnst, for a toure in the Uaitead
States, iave been singularly anfortuuste,  Ca the 12th they
played & game at Baltimore with the leading club in tae eity,
and were beaten by a score of 25 to 0 Oa the {4th they
were beaten by the Athletios, of Piibadelphin, by 23 to 8. Un
the 15th they wers again beaten by the Mataals of Now York.
The game, however, keems to have been clse and woll-con-
tested, ns the score stood 9 to 1

T Cap preseated by Siv Peter ‘Tait to the Militia of Canada,
in conmpmeanaration of the visit of the Ontucto team to Wim.
bledon in 1871, will be competed for at Toronto on the 17th
September nexty by ten members from any corps in the Do.
minion.  Ranges 200,500 and 690 yards,  The vap to remain
in the enstody of thee Licut-Gavernor of the Provines of the
winning corps tor the time being, aod to be competed for at
the Provincial match of the Peovinee huldmg the cup.
Entries, which are free, must be forwarded to Lt -Col, Scolile,
Fort Erie, Out, on or hefore the 1st of September next.

The Windsor Races took place on the 14th and 15th inst
The following is n smmmary. Trotting rmee for horses that
uever beat 3., teken by S RBay Prince ;" thine, 258 tive
entrica.  Pacing R for horses that never beat 2 34 throe
entrics; taken by # Bald Face™ in 2. 43}, Trotting mce for
horss Lhut nt-v;-r bent 2.42; four wntnmr ¢ Brown Gelding "
first; time, 2.54 llunnmg Race ; seven entriea; taken by
 Rnfe Hunt” in 1.474.  Pacing Race for horses that nover
bent 3 m,; five eatrien: taken by © Billy Binff; " time, 2,47




