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THE HARP.

‘object. is to crush aud grind them down,
until chance gives him an opportusity of
extcrmmntlug them.

As I said before, Ihnvc, up to this, been
describing o state of “things cxxatmg pre-
viousto the famine years. The popula-
tion lhad increased in rapid proportion,
This was owing to the great facility thero
existed of procuring the necessaries of
life, . Parents felt no uneasiness about the
support of their oftspring when food was
80 eusily procured.” The potato was the
manna of heaven to the Irish peasant;
it support:d him in case and plenty at
least,

The potato grew almost spoutancously ;
it geew luxwiiantly, placing abundance
within the reach of the poorest; their
moderate wants were amply satisfied. A
peasant and his family, collected around
& dish of mealy potatoes—if they had the
addition of a sup of milk—felt that they
weroe happy in their frugal enjoyment.

They then clung too closely to the land
© of their fathers, the land of their hope and
Iave, to seek wealth or dxahnutmna else-
where,

The Indian does not leave his hunting
ground or the bones of his fathers with
more reluctance than does the Irish peas.
aut his humble cabin, and the. grave-yard,
where rest the bones of those he holds
dear. - He will suffer persecutions in order
ta cling to the green ficlds of his youth, to
the homc of his affections.. Therg was a
charm for him besides 1n the light rolick.
some humor, the merry dance nnd play,
the kind aad social intercouse thut ckar.
acterize our peasantry.

The famine came and changed all this,
The heartless indifference,  the wexperi-
mental philosophy of the English Govern-
ment, the cruel, unchristian conduct of
Irish landlords, in lnying waste the conn-
try, in levelling the poor man's cabin, and
sending him and his family to a pauper’s
grave, have' wonderfully chapged this
state of things.

It is true, that in the autumn of ’45, the
time of which Tam now writing, thcrc was
a partial blight of the potato crop ; and as
all’ other crops were luxuriant, the people

didnot lring home to their "minds the
dreadin} dmncw of {amine arising from a
mor:‘m.'n Tal failure,

It 1s time that we say ‘something about
Nr. Blfis. " Beyond the few hints thrown
out'alrady cnnucrmng him, there'is lxttle
{o tell’ (vu.]r"tders

-He'wns i Scotehman, and had come over
o!m, Jtwenty vears before as a steward and’
u to the' Infe” Lord’ Clenrall..

T,
ﬁ ﬁnc propbrty

“guided in its"

; fr"ny foresight ' of his‘race, he
(’d Iu? position; untl] he 1\'xq nble to|’
:c sums ‘to thz: young 1ord “hosc,
i apfd e;nmswu hnblts furccd him,

nagement Ly the'

sagacious Mr. Ellis. 'On  account of the
large sums ho had advanced, Mr. Ellig
came in for farm after farm, agency after
ageney, until the exclusive. management
of the " property remained in his hands.
Mr. Iillis had his own ends in view; he
was o deep thinker, and tor nenr l\vcnty
years his heart wns set on becoming pro-
prietor of ut least o part of the estate, All
his" plots, all his schemes, had this
grand object in view. He impressed ‘the
landlord with the benefit of improvement,
for improvement with him meant eviction
first, and then to enrich himself and his
friends upon the spoil. He drew the at-
tention of the landlord to his house and
farms ; nothing could be bhetier managed,
nothing could be nenter; then he pointed
out the rudely-tilled fields of the tenants,
whose weedy corn was. evidence of their
laziness and improvidence, Thus did he
school up the landlord with the spirit of
improvement, until farm after farm, estate
after estate, were cleared off their hard-
working, but oppressed tenantry, and then’
handed over to Mr. Ellis's u-furnnn" care. .
When this was done, Mr. Ellis was sure to
recommend some of his Scot:h friends as
tenants. The landlord took . this very
kindly of him, -thinking that he was, in
his zeal for his service, providing for him
industrious, enterprising tenants.
It is true that large sums “had boen ex-
pended on the improvement of the land
ond in building houses, and after all, the!
so-called lJazy Irish were  paying as high,
it not a higher. rent, but. then, there was
such an pppearance of neatness and im-
provement sbout the estate, Had Lord
Clearall but given leases, or afforded pro-
tection to lhc old ten: mt.~, he need not ex-
pend these large sums that were sinking
him in debt; his property would be well
managed, and he would have raised
about him a grateful and happy tenantry.
Lord Clearall.did not know that }Mr, Ellis
had got large sums from his Scotch friends
for his-kind offices in their behalf, Thus -
is the spirit of the people bLreken down,
and their hearts ‘demoralized by a system
of cruelty and oppression peculiar to” un-
fortunate Ireland,—a gystem which has
poisonéd the deeply reflective and imagi-
native minds of our peasantry, and has °
derverted their gay, light hearts, spackling -
with wit and humor, into morose sullen
spirits, thristing for vengeance upon their
Oppressors. ’
It is better thnt we shou]d let the render -

see the' subtle’ machinéry used for rcguucr
Tating the unfortunate tenautry,,

The' Lod"'c ag. Mr. Ellis’s rcsndence \I\ns
called; was sxt.untcd phout two. m!lesfrom .
0’ D 1t was fortmrlv esi
dm o of some’un rtum\tr- furmc 1 \t
¢ tgd mu} somc ncwf

g bullt to'it b)', 1ts,,preﬂont occupler

Ttwas converted’ mto o ver, 100k

‘residente dutside; andl,:} yury comfortabl
one withiii'ddo , y

oI
VIt comsmanded an’ex-




