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BY HARRIET MARTINBAU.

It is as impossible for a man lo prescribe to
himself the faith of his fulure years, as for
one age to preseribe the faith of a succeeding
age: aud [or the same reasons. e may in
Tis youth stale an opinion in unambiguous
terms, and with perleet sincerity, which, if
he sull hold, he cannot slate in the same
terms len years after.  The opinion may he
substantially the same, and yet have such a
beaing upon some other opinion, or way he
so0 modified by some other opinion, {bat the
saine form of words may not express it-fully,
or perhupa correctly.  1tis yet more prohahle
that the conceptions which are now attached
to the terms are enlarged by his improved
experience ; so thaty if hie would declare the
saumne truth, he nust change his teims s or if
retein the terms, he
must have modified his opinion.  What en-
lightened, veflecting Chvistian understands
exacily the same by any one pusble, any
one axiom, any one fact of Scriptnve {hat he
did when he Ot admitted its tuth 2 He be-
lieved it then j he believes it now,—but how
differently since science hashiought new evi-
dence o light, since philosophy Tas devel-
oped its origin and tendencies, since expe~
vicirce has tested its truih, dod faith invesied
it with a hatlowed interest and an indestiuc-
tible beauty ! - How, therelore, is it possible
for any one faithfully to engeze that his views
even of efemal ttutin shall nevee be modified ?
Witnessing, as every reflecting wman does, the
gradual evolulion of truth from: {he- vicissi-
fudes of human experience, and from thesue~
cessive dispensations and the progressive
cowmse of Providence, -he vy with safely
declare that Gospel truth is unmulable and
divine ; but he-will avoid the preswmplion of
supposing that all her ricues ave aheady shel
into his bosom, that her brighlest light is
poured upon is feeble cye. He will rather
hope that his apprehension will continually
Dbecome clearer, his poweis invigorated, and
Tis capacities enlorged; ill his views of reli-

jous Leath hecome as unlike what they werc
when fizst admitied, as the fair face of nature
appeass to the new-bovn infant and {o the
mighty poet.  He will reject, as an inltinge-
ment of his inalicnable rights, every atlempt
ip bind bim down to engegements which it
may not be in his power to {ullil. IHe will
refuse fo promise {hai his iatellect shall re-
main stationary 5 and to permit that any in-
dividual, or council, or any church, shall
usurp that dpivitaal’ influence which he trusts
shall -be immediately dispensed from {he
fonntain of grace and {ruth. Deshving wis~

* dom, he asks of God 3 not profaning and an-

nulling *his prayer hy engaging lo receive
it only in certain measave 3 and if any church
on cayth interfere to. prescribe the measure, he
rejects the interference as inauthorised by the
letter of ‘thie Gospel and condemned by iis
spirit,: - Vo : R :

. Christian liberty . comprehends an entire
freedom fiom restraint in the publication of
-opinjons. ~ To This ‘own masler’ every man
standeth or falleth, not only in the futnation
of his ‘opinions; but ia the use he makes of
them when formed. According to his’con-
scientiousness in_sceking. for truth, and not
according 1o the accnvacy of his judgment,
will “he be judged hy God in forming his opi-
njons:;;’ and when formed, ‘he will he respon-
sibley “not .foiw the -icctitude ofihis influence,
but. for the rectitude :of his intentions in ex-~
exting it. - What, 2 man. believes to be (he
triith; it-is'his duty 1o déclate in the method
and dégree whicly bendvolence and jirudence
may point out:to-be the best.. - For-what hut
this-do-we venerate; the hevoie, Stephen,: and
cvery other martyr who. bore witness ta.the
irtith it thé eaily days'of Chiislianity? Yet

.. for"what but this'have Christians heen'led to
thesstake Uy Chuistians, age:afier age; under
the:pretended sanction of a religion.of liberty

- and brotherly. Jove 2. For what but this have

olics and Protestants. vied with. each’

. Catholics ) ] h.
et I’ forturing ' in*body - and “mind’ mex
wliosé “conveietice - wasomnipolent - over-the
love-of libdity-and life;:and who thus:sliowed

" that; whether theiy intellect wyere or-were not
-~ unfaithfuly theirsouls;were,lrueto God 7. For

Aious known, not only will the subordinale

what but this are the Jovers of truih even yel
foo often punished, directly or indirectly, for
inviting others {o participate in the henelits
which they believe they have gained. Ste-
phen was sioned hecawse he wuas a herelic:
Paul warshipped the God of his fothers ve-
cording to @ way which was then called he-
resy, and for which he was persecuted tuough
Jife and unto death.  Peter and John were
brought helove the high priest wid vulers for
publishing their heresy, and punished for 7e-
lusing o ccase 1o publish it. Yet has this
their hieresy peevailed ; and thus shall every
new truth prevail, and ifs promulgitors be
honoured, in despite of the wraih of man
while the more freely errors are canvassed.
the sooner will they De exposed,  What was
once said with tuth in relation to the Gospel
of truth—<¢ I this counsel or this work he of
men, it will come to nought ; bat if it be of
God, ye cannot overthrow it *>—~may be said
with equal wisdom of every other kind of
truth: and the test of investigation is a much
suret one than that which is furnished by the
prejndices and the passions of men, There
is no natueal, wo Divine law which sanctions
the mfliction of pain for the exercise of the in-
tellezt, o for communicaiing the results of
that exercise; and that any human low or
custom should huve existed by which injury
of mind, hody, or eslate is made the conse-
quence of the formation and publication of opi~
ions, is a proof that the natural rights of mon
have not been understood, and that the spirit
of Chyistian liberty has not pervaded Clivis~
tiun sociely. Aslong as vepronch isatluched
to the act of promulgating opinions (indepen-
dent of the maaner), as long as the holder of
opinions. is treated with the same reprobation
as the opinions themselves, as long as lie is
prospectively eonsigiied ‘over to peidition as
they are 10" deleslation, -as long as ideas of
werit and -demerit are associufed  with the
convietions of the understanding, ot blame s
altached to the act of making those convic-

principles of the Gospel remain in port unre-
cognised, hut its cssential principies will be
violated 5 for it is clearly a duly of picty 1o
reveal all that is believed to have been dlis-
covered of the works and ways of God; and
of henevolence to communicate whot, being
conceived 1o be {truth, is conceived to be in-
tended for the universal benefit of the race.

(From the Monthly Misccllany.)

adormned our ehurele in honor of the Lord’s
Nativity.  Awd while woewere partaking the
emblems of the body Droken, and the blood
shed for our sakes, we could ot hut Jook
with deepest feeling at the memwriats of the
bhth of him whose last supper and death
we were now cammenorating,  Lhe Holy
Child appeared beflore us, as il in the lowly
manger. . And we thought of the wonderful
contrast beiween the tlwee scenvs—the
Maunger, the Supper, the Cross.

1. Tur Mascer.

Here lay the wold’s Saviour, the Son of
God, and “yet a wenk infunt, ‘a cbild of
moviality, and doomed to share the lot of
wroclandis.

Tror thon wert born of woman ! thou did’st come,
Oh Holiest ! to this world ol sin and gloom,
Not in thy dread omnipotent array;
And not by thunders strewed,
Was thy tempestuons road ;
Nor indignation burnt before thee on thy way.
Dut thee, u soft and nuked child,
I'hy mother undefiled
In the rude manger Yaid to rest,
From off her virgin breast.

The Earth and Ocean were net hushed ta hear
Bright harmouy from cvery starry sphere ;
Nor at thy bresence broke the voice of song
From all the cherub choirs,
. And serapl’s berning lyres,
Tour'd throagh the host of Heaven the charm’d
clouds aloag, .
One anzel troop the strain began,
Of all ilie race of man
By simpie shepherds heard alone
“hat soft Hosannn’s tone.

‘As'we gaze in imagination on the lowly
clild; shall we not pray that his Jife may be
without sorrow 2 Shall we not ask of God,
Uit the gaileless heart may vever know the
world’s niiquitics, that brow may never be
Turrowed with Tile’s cares, and those’ lips
never be opened to answer any languoage
except it of aflection.  Shall we not pray
that the infant shall soon breathe its last in
the arms of his mother, or if his life is to bo
prolonged, he may not be “a mun of sor-
cows and aequainted with grief? »?

No! such should not be our prayer. . The
child is Gud’s delegated Messiuh, and he
must go {orth fo battle with the powers of
darkness, and gain the great victory over
sin.

II. Tnr Sveree.

A SACRAMENTAL THOUGIIT,

It was the Sabbath of the New Year, and
ihe band of believess were gaibered round
the table of the Lord. A nomber made pro-
fession of their fuith, received the water of
Baplisra and now were to partake of the
sacred elements for the fivst fime. A large
number of the congregation, net membars of
ihe Churely, remaed during the Com-
murioi. Decp sileree and solembity per-
vided the whole aszemDly.

The Pasto- reminded them of the deep
intgvest ol the oveasion. e spoke fothe
new comumanicants of the imgortaot mean-
ing which this new yeac must have in theiv
eyes. Ide then spokuof the warniag which
the season uiteved, and the voice which
came from the sacramental table. The
beginuing year tells of 1he (lightof time and
tue perishableuess of life.and all eartlily
joys. ‘The saced clémeris speak of that
which -eannot-die, they wie ‘tlie solemn
smybol -of the life that~is” elemials  The
,?"em‘s, ag -thoy roll, sing the requiem of all

wman hopes, and mournful indeed must be
the sound to those who cannot lienc the voice
of hiim who' ook from'’ time: and death the
power {6 woundi—ihe voice which speaks
from the Holy Emblems, with:magic power
to.the belicvers’ heavt—“Iam the Resur-
rection and the Lile 5 whoso liveth and be-

Tievethron ‘me* shall' never dic *“thd véice

which joins'in with the gad divge of deprist:
ingsyeirs, and -lurns”its sadness inlo sweet
melodys. SRR BECHITIIFLATR

.- Hark, Tark I it seemsto-say . | -

." Turn from such jovs awny.”

;1 T those which ne'er decay '

. s Thongh lifeis endinga:i 3 £ :
. Above :and-avound ius hung.ithe festiv

=

garlands - with. which, we : had; but- lalely

Vi

The lowly child of the mauger has gone
forth 10 the work of lis mission. ¢ has
spoken the word given him 1o speak, and
warked the work given him to do. The
heart, so quiet in infancy, lus been paived
sotely by knowledge of the world’s s s that
braw so placid il bright in childhood, now
beqrs the forrows of Te’s cares, and the
persive shadows of mans ankindness j—the
lpsy it onee replied et in the aeceots of
Juve, have been oifen called 1o speak woids
of stern rebuoke and solemn exhortatiore.
The head, that once rested on a molher’s
hosom, has felt the stomvs rude Dlast, and
bas offen found 1o slielter. .

Dot us we condrast the Master at the Tast
Supper with toe Infani inihe Manger, shall
we,mourn at the contrast 7 No.  Butiather
rejdice.

The Master has known the worlds evil,
and ‘yet is as anstained as when au infant
upoi Lis mother’s. bosom. The heart, that
has known the woild®s sins and the might of
the, powers of death and dackiess, s yet
Dlesscd Ly =« faith, ‘more déep aad joyous
than the spontaneons faiilh of childhood.
Tho brow marked by {ife’s cares nund shad-
ed by sad remembrances-of unkindness, is
yet calm with heavenly peace and shining
willl @ lisht, not of this edrth.  The eyes,
That have Jooked on s muelr wrong and
misery- are glowing with faith and love.
yThe hand, that before was so helpless in thie
‘mianger, fas never beent outsireiched in
auger ot unkindness, and 'ig vow Breaking
'the Lrgad "of ‘life to the band- of disciples.
"Those holy lips, more blessed thau.in qniet
infancy, ave now ullering those. words. of
Heavenly ‘Tvoth and Love, whichi have been
ihe joy ol the' Chuicli throushout the world.

Tord;-a8 wolvok-at - these festive. garlands;
that-celebrate his birth:. .\ We will1ather ex-

No! we will not"miourn'at:the supper-of the |-

claim, ¢ Now is the Son of M glorilied
and God is glorified in him.”

The Sun ol God has kuown the world, and
risen above ite With the fidl experience of
humaunity and yet the innoeence of infaney,
hesits inthe compauy of his disciples.  We
wiltlove these emblems of his Last Snpper,
more than the glad garlands of his Navitity.

L. Tnx Cross.

But as we think of-the mournful Cross,
shall we not peay that the cup miglt pass
away from Lim? While we join in the
sucred Supper, hallwe not howmes, that the
feast of love wus ihegprelde to hisdeath. 2
Wiile we think of the pangless infut, shall
we not shedder a his Ginpeding faie, and
pray that his {eet might be soved fiom sad
Gethsemane and Calviwy 2 No, we will ut~
ter no such peayer. We will glory in our
crucified . Redeemer.

Foll mourifully does the vizion of child-
hood®s placid hour eontrnst with that scene
of agony—ihat Inow crowned with thorus
and wei with blood—those  hands, ever
stretetied lorth o relieve sutlering, and so
lately breaking thie beead of life, vow najled
to the fital cross, asg if still ondstretelied to
plead. for man—ihose lips, ever speaking
words of luve, true even ut deatl to their
office, conuvendiing bis mother to his dis-
ciples’ cave, aud his enemies to God’s for-
siveness—ihe head, that once leaned on
inat motlier’s hosomn, now bowed i deaih,
and I death radiont “with congoering faith,
and coimmending to God the feeting spirif.
Oi, no! we will not moueit i anguish
ever at the Cross. IHere the great work -
was finished. . Sin vanquished, inmortality
won. * Love is shown mighter. than’ death.
The powers of “darkness are colquered.
Deatlis fornd 1o be the gatd ' to heavein
Trudy it is finished. - Thoughts of holicr joy
fill onr mind in contemplating - the Ciuss of
agony thau the Manger of untiled iiinocence,
ar the Sapper of love.  Here let us glory in
the. deutly of Christ, whose emblems we now
partake. s memory gives new gladiessto
these Christmas gadands and mystic mean-
ing to this Sacramental hour.

MOSAIC SIN OFFERINGS.

The Mo=aic sin offerings were of the na-
ture of a mulcl or adcnowledgment rendered,
Jor unconscious or inevilable disregard of rere-
moniul liabilitics, and conlrection of cevemonial -
uncleanness. .Such uneleanness might be in- -
curred from various causes ; and while unre- -
moved by the appointed methods of purifica~
tion, disgualified from atiendance at the sane-
tuary, and ¢ cut off 2 <« {lic gnilly®® ¢ from .
among the congregalion.” To touch a dead
body, to enter a tent where a corpse lay, ren-
dered a person ¢ unclean for seven duys;?? {o -
come in conlact with a forbidden animal, a
hone, a grave; o be next to any one siruck
with sudden death s to be afflicted with ecer-
tain kinds of Lodily discase and infirmity; -
unwitllingly 1o lay a finger on a person un= -
clean;occasioned defilement, and necessitated
a purification or an alonemeot.* Indepen-
dendly of these oflences, enforced upon the !
Israclite by the aceidents of life; it was not -
cosy for even fhe ‘most cautious” worshipper. .
to keep pace with the complicatéd series of -
pelty debis which the law of ordinances was
always vunning up_.against bim.- 1i° his of-
{ering had an invisible blemish ; if he omitted -
a tithe, because ‘“he wist it not?? ;-ov inad- .
verlenlly fell into arrear, by a single day, with ':
vespeet 10-a known lighility ; if: absent” from
disease ; he was compelled to let his ritual
acenmulate: ¢ though it be. hidden from ;
iim,? hé must “be. guilty; and bear his ini- |,
quity,’? and bring his victim.t . On_-the birth ;
-of a ¢hild, the . mother, afier thelapse ofa
prescribed period, made hev pitlgrimage to the
temple, presented her sin offering, and “-the: .,
priest made atonement for her.>’t :The poor . ;
leper, Jong banished from . the face of men, ;
ahd unclean by:the nature of his disease,.be=
came a deblor to the sanctuary, and onrelurn;,;
from his ledious quarantine, brought his Jamb:..,
of atonement, and departed {lience, clear: from:
neglected obligations o his law.li ™ Tt-was:im-
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