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EvLecrrical,
Mechanical and Milling News,

PUBLISIED ON THE FIRSL OF EAc i MONTH LY

CHAS, H, MORTIMELR,

Office, 14 King Street West,
TORONTO, -~ =

ADVERTISEMENTS.

Advertising rates sent promptly on application. Orders for advertising
~.ould reach this office not later than the 25th day of the month smmediate-

y preceding our date of issue.

Changes in advertisements will be made whenever desired, without cost
tethe advertiser, but to inwure proper compliance with the instructions of
the advertiser, requests for change should reach thisoffice as early as the
<2nd day of the month,

SURSCRIPTIONS.

The Etvcrrtcar, Mranaxicat axn Mittine News will be v wiled 1o
«urmastiers n the Donunion, or the United States, post frec, for $1..0 per
< natts, 59 cents fus six months.  The price of subscription awy be remucted
Ly currency, in registered letter, or by postal order payable to € 1
Mortimer.  Please do not send cheques on local banks unlec 25 cens
1« added for cost of iscount.  Monev sentin unregistered letters must
< at sendery sish. The sending of the paper saay be conudered as eva-
'ence that we received the money.

Nubscriptions from ali foreign countsies, embracedin the Genesal Poctal
Union will be accepted at $1,25 perannum,

subscribers mav have the mailing addresschanged ac often as desired.

Shen Ordesing Jhange, alieays give the oid as wellas the e addras.

the Publisher <hould be notified of the failure of subscribers to receive
ther papers promptly and regularly,

KEDITOR'S ANNOQUNCEMENTS.
Lorrespungence s 1nvited vpon all o pertinent to the elovinn,
uechanical and milling interests.

~IIE Government has decided to spend 330,000 in
'1 procuring a supply of the best seed wheat for
ratuitaus distribution throughout the Northwest tetsi-
caries.  The vork of distribution will he entiusted to
M AL MeKay, superintendent of the Brandon Expen.
nental Farm, preference being given to those whose
<1ops failed Last yen,

h R. Alderman Hewitt, of Toronto, thinks he has
M solved the vexed  problem of how to dispose of
Jeerric wires, He would substitute hollow won for
<tone street kerbs, and through them e would mun the
vres. Several electricians and engineers of note are
-nd 1o have signitied theiv approval of the scheme, and
“he suggestion will reecive fnther consideration,

HE suspension of Messrs. A, W, Morris & Bro,,
T proprictors of the Canadi Cordage Works, Mon
sreal, 2 fow months ago, called forth expressions of
egret and sympathyon everyhand 1t not surprising,
*herefore, that the news that they have effected a satis
“wtory adjustment of their ditficulties and will immed
tely resume business, is received with pleasure by the
eSS coltununity. .

Y HE importance to Canada of developing  com

r mercinl relmtions with the West Indies was
o ently the subject of comment in these columns, We
=wn that the people of Jamaica purpose holding an
vinhition in their city of Kingston neat year. and this
vent shauld be taken advantige of by Canadians,
spretally manufacturers of articles for which a market
wvie, 1o bring the merits of Cinadian productions
~ominently ta the natice of the islanders,

BILL introduced by the Hon. € H. Tupper in
% the Dominion Parliament  provides, that tuehe
vwaths after it becomes law, sawdust or other will
~fuse cannot e thrown into any naviguble dvers ot
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streams in the Dominion. “This will make still more
difticult the problem of the mill-owners as to how they
may dispose of their refuse. [t may, however, prove to
be a blessing in disguise, by stimulating the mind of
~some one o iment amethod of wirning this refuse
matetial to profitable acoount.

UR Winnipeg contemporars, 7%e Commereial,

urges the formation of an association of Manitob:t
mutlers.  Associations e capable, as our contemporary
says, of being made instunments of wdvantage to ther
members, We may add to this the opinion, that as
sometimes managed. they are worse than useless. To
be of senvice, officers ind members must be alne to
theit own interests, and must be willing to devote some
of their time to meeting and  discussing  with their
brother members, matters  aflccting their welfare as o
body and as individuals, A hali-hearted meeting tvo
or three times a year will not suftice to waintain an
active, eflicient organization. A majority of the membus
must attetd the mectings, and all must be prepared o
conttibute their share towards making them interesting
and potitable. 1t won't do to throw all the work upon
o or three paits of shoulders, vr they will soon e,
and the organization will go topieces. We have known
instances whercin members of an association were
the town where a few hours Later an important meeting
was fo be hiddd, but naverthedess tefused o wat and
take part, but went anay home and left otiers to do the
work and look after their mterests.  Moreover these
men fved but a fow miles distant. This is the kind of
conduct it tends to patadyze an association and ubi-
mateh 10 wreck it The imlleas of Manitoba are, as
rule, ~eparited fiom one another by a considerable
distance. which would render at difiicult for them to
meet together, and though we should like very much to
see them form themsehes into an association, we should
not feel hopeful of the success of the movement unless a
greater amount of interest and  determination was
thrown into it than has characierized some of the under-
wkings of the kind in the East. 2

HIE Dominion Parliament has at present under
T considertion the petitions of two Canadian manu-
facturing firms whose names are familiar 1o our readers

Messes, Samuel May & Co., of Toronto, and the G.
T. Swith Middlings Parificr Co., of Suatford. for the
renewal of patents on the Dodge wood split pulley and
the Geo. T, Smith middlings punifier sespectively, which,
through inadvertance, have been allowed to lapse.  In
the case of Messrs, May & Co,, the request for venewal,
accompanied by the necessay fee of $20, should have
been fornarded to Ottawat in March 188y, but by an
oversight was not so forsarded until October. In the
Smith Company’s case, a clerk in sending the fee for the
extension of the patent had enddosed only $10 instead of
$20, and before the requisite sum reached the depart-
ment the pateat had expired.  Thescinformalities render
necessary the passage of Bills through Parliament re-
storing the patents.  In hoth instances, the patents are
veny aluable, hundreds of thous. s of dollars being
wrohed.  Great hardship will result to both finus
should their petitions be refused. Parliament appears
o appreciate this fact, but some of the members are
averse to opening the door for fature petitions by inter-
fering with the provisions of the Patent Act. The
mattee is receiving the attention of the Minister of Jus-
tice, and we trust that soinc way may be provided out of
the difficulty which these firms have got into through no
fault of their own, but by carclessness on the part of
their agents.  Their case will no doubt senve to put the
owners of valuable patents on their guand against possible
failure to comply with the requireincents of the Patent Act.

HORTLY after the loss of life and property by the

flood at Alton, Ont., 2 few months ago, we ponted
out that there were other Canadian towns and villages
50 situated as to be liable to destruction from a similar
catse, and that the Government would do well to
mike provision for the proper inspection of dams and
reservoirs.  Our attention has again been called to this
matter by action taken 1ecently by the dtizens of Port
Hope. .\ mile ne Jhof that town is what is known as
the Electric Light Pond, a body of water covermg more
than seventy acres of land.  The embankment contimng
this pond is by some of the townspeople considered to
be unsafe.  The solume of water is immense, and
should the embankment give way, the loss of life and
property in the town would be very great. The danger
which it is believed threatens the town from this cause,
was the subject of consideration at a recent meeting of
the council.  In view of the spring fieshets which may
be expected in the near future, the councillors  thought
some lepal action should be taken to prevent o deluge
of the town i case the hght company > dam breaks
anay,  The opinion was eapressed that some action
should be taken by the Local Legislatuie to provide a
mcains of inspuctivn of dasis, and aaesvlution 1o that
effcet was passed and forwarded 1o T. W Crag, M. P,
P., with the request that he propose such legislation
being effteted. We trust the legishation ashed for will
bLe fortheonung, so that nuthng approacding o the
terrible Johnstown disaster :nay cver occn i Canada,
In the meantime we would suggest to the town council
of Port Hope and of any  other town or village which
belioves itsdf to b in danges from this cause, that they
should take immediate steps te ascertam for acertainty
whether or not their fears are well-founded.  Unless
such acton be taken, disaster muy come before the
desited legislation goes into operation.

dissatisfitction  with the urain tester and the ex-
change system. At a meeting of fanuers held recently
ar Calamachie, Ont., a committec was appointed 10
canvas for subscriptions with which to build a fanmers’
voller mill. This action—the foolishness of which will
in duc course be revealed-—was folloned by the adoption
of a resolution so long that we cannot find space to pnimt
it. In substancc it is to the effect that the *“:illers
combination ” is discriminating  against the farmers by
cxacting *cnormous tolls ;" that while the toll is kept
out of the hest wheat, the farmer never gets any of the
higher grades of flour but is generally sent away with a
second or inferior grade ; that Government should protect
the fanner by legislation, declanng hun to be enutled to
52 pounds of flour, bran and shorts, and that from good
wheat weighig 38 1bs. and upward the fanmer shall be
entitled to the proper proportion of high grade, and that
masmuch as farmers cannot under the roller system get
back the flour from thar own grist, 1t be enacied that
they be not allowed to take in for gnsting dirty or musty
wheat; that all parties wishing to have such wheat grist-
ed must doso by speaal arrangement.” Tlis is the
burthen of the farmers’ complaint.  We nught suggestto
them a shorter and  quicker mcthod of relicf than the
slow Governmental process under which many of the
millers have been waiting so long that they have grown
grey-headed.  1ts to abandon the system of exchange
entircly as unbecoming the business age w: winch we
live, and adopt the system of selhing thewr wheat for cash
and purchasimg their flour for cash at wholesale prices.
This is the common sensc, business-like method  which
already  prevails in many locahies, and which in time
will doubtless supersede almost cntirely the old-fashioned
mcthod adopied 1o meet the requirements of carly Can-
adian civilization. A prominent milling firm in a4 west-

"l ~HE farmers in some e aditics are still expressing
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