
Useful Counter Requisities.

(J)riish amti Colonial D)rnygivt.)

The stock of phîarmîîacy with a largo
variety of preparatiois of the cheimlist.'s
ownl puttiig-up is anl absolute Iecessity
ini the present age of ralia progression
auid kecn coupetitioni. It is a uecessity
for several reasons. First, because the
proprietor can fix his own price for his
owi preparations without fear of "cut-
ting " by tho neiglihboriig grocer; second,
because by the retailing of special articles
of good quality a demand for that articlo
is created which lie alone Cani supply ;
third, because the attraction of customors
for onle article is likely to lead tO iicreas-
cd business in other directions ; and
fourth, because his naue is thus kept be-
fore the publie, whichi conistitutes a cheap
aud efficient way of advertising.

Moreover, if a pharmiacist lias a well as-
sorted selection of preparations put up
ready for sale, lie has soiîethinig to pro-
duce in event of persons coming in to bc
prescribed for, thus saviig time and olier.
iig a ready solution of the disputed qies-
tion of " counîter prescribinig. " It is, of
course, impossible to keep sufficient pre-
parations ready to iieet tht requirements
of ail the various cases that are brouglt
before haim, but etiough cai always be on
hand to recoiiend for tle commiloner
classes of ailhnents, botha those requiring
external and those nîeeding internai treat-
ment. It is conisidcred, gencrally, mis-
taken policy to recommiend either of the
numierous quack or " patent " muedicinaes
as a remuedy for the ills of mlaaikiid, partly
oi accouit of the readiniess witl which
such articles le.ad thimselves to thilt at-
tention of the grocer, thus taking the
trade out of its legitimate course ; partly,
because of thespecial adaptability of these
goods to that reduction of profits, term.
"cutting ; " and partly because the phar.
mllacist cati have nto exact knowledge of
the inigredients in the medicine lie is re-
comiiending.

Tt is tierefore of great importance that
the pharmacist shall have a complete and
well-assorted stock of preparations of his
own compouniding ready put up, the quali-
ty and purity of which ho can vouch for,
and the therapeutic action of wihichi lie
lias ascertained from the composition. It
is with a view to assisting pharnmacists to
give more attention to aud increase tihis
branîcl of their business that these lines
are being addressed to tiem.

li the first place, a few words as% to
the style in which suca goods should be
got up will be apropos of the subject.
Bottles for fluids up to S outces should be
white, flat, and prefemably panelled, tihis
iaking a very great apparent differenîce
in the size; fluids for external use are,
however, better pat ii actinic greien bot.
ties, flat, fluted at the back, thius mnakinîg
a significant distinction. A series of
round-slouldered white bottles is perhaps
nost suitable for cod-liver and castor oils,

as well as for washes of the mnouth or hair.
Great care should be taken in the selec-
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tion of a good quality of corks, as nothiig
is more aggravating for the purchaser
than for the cork to break the firit time
of extracting, and nothinig detracts more
froma the apparent worth of the contents.
FOr preparations that act upoi eorks,
such as amimaonia or acids, stopred botues
sloild be used, if the price obtainable ad-
imiits of it, but, if not, only one or two
bottles of it should b got, ready att a time.
Feor capping puIposes, white leather
damliped and drawnl tight certainliy looks
best, thouglh the pleated bottle caps are a
capital substituto ; with either, care shotild
be taken to reiiove a!! the superfluous

imaterial that projects below the string.
For powders, bottles with wide nouths,

fitted with box-wood topped corks, are
tuost suitable, ic shape of the bottle be,
ing regulated by the nature of the con-
tents, fiat, however, being mnost general.
Creamus and ointments mnay be put in or-
dinary covered Fots, but look better in a
round white glass or opal bottle witlh a
wide neck amd mnetal screw cap or box-
wood topped cork ; the collapsible mietal
tubes are becoming very geieral niow, and
have certain advaitttg.s over bottles,
though they are not available unless the
preparation is of a firi consistence.

Labels should be neat and plaii, giving
ail necessary directions for use ; care iust
be exercised in the compilation of these,
so as to keep themi free from any oll nee
against the Stamlip act, and for this pur.
pose the advice of somne comipetent judgo or
the authorities themselves should be asked.
Matters of tihis sort must be left to the
individual discretion and taste of the
pharmaacist, and we imlust therefore go ont
to speak in more detail of the preparations
thenselves aind of the mode of maakinîg
themti.

Thet first ciass of preparations requiring
conlsiderationi arc those mado fromt

1.tquUtn.

Taking first the tinctures, there are a
few that are in such constant demiiaindi iii
,dl parts of thge country that they should
be always kept rcady in two or three
sizes, varying from onie ounce upwards.
Tincture of quinine and the ammiiioniated
preparatiois; are useful at ail timîes of the
year as tonies, and thore is a great rush
for thei in the seaisoi of cold winids,
neuralgias, &c., the former article is imt-
proved by the additioni of a sumall propor-
tion of aromatic sulphurie acid, and the
latter by the substitution of tincture of
orange peel for proof spirit. The stronig
tinicture of ginger (essence), tincture of
uyrrh, lavender, rhubarb,and a few others,
which the experience of the pharnacist
will suggest, are also to b, fouid among
the put up stock of ail well-regulated
pharmacies.

Of the official spirits, the three, sal
volatile, nitrous ether and camplior are
the most important, though the spirit of
chlorofortmu, under the nanechloric aether,
is inquired for frequently asapick-me-up,
and may advantageausly be found with
the other three on the shelves.

The liquid extracts of sarsaparilla, tar-
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axacul, and cascara sagrada are very
couvenient for prescribing purposes, as
they arc comparatively larmiîless, and yet
present their therapeutic properties; inî a
coivenient anîd conccitrated formiî. Of
course castor and coddhiver oils are kept
ready put up, the former, preferably beitig
the " asteless " preparation, ail the latter
as fresh aid freo frona odor and
taste as possible. Fluid iiagiesia, put
up in 8-oz. bottles for a shilling, yields a
good miargii of profit, and imay be sold iii
large inuibers if nleatly wrapped in blue
paper, bearing a white litiographic labiel.

Turninîg nîow to the oticial
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comapound liquorice and compouuid rhubarb
powder-s sIXcially Jend themsekes to beinig
put up inJ bottles, and should bear labels
giving doses and directions for aduinais-
tration. The former of these may he pro.
pared with soluble sacchari, insteatd of
sugar, for diabotic patitsf, and the latte,
(Gregory's powdei-) with heavy instead of
ligit magnlesia; it is then ltore readily
miscible with water.

Leaving nîow theP aacop<eial prepar-
ations .vhich are of icessity kept ready
put up by iea-ly all pharmaacists, one is
confronted witha a great uimss of formulau
for every cliss of elichiists' requisites.
The difliculty lies in iakiuig a proper
selection froa ail these--in choosing the
riglit and mnost suitable articles, and pick-
inig out the best formulme for them. Ail
tiis nust depend to a great extent upont
the nieiguhborhaood and locality of the busi.
nîess, tie class of custoimers, fli season of
the year, and other siaimilar conditions ;
for instaice, ina soue parts the amounît of
veterinary miedicines sold far exceeds that
of amy other, while in otlier parts niothing
of that nature is sold from one week to ti
naext. Oi the othier ianid, a business lin
the latter place, especially if a fashionaable
resort, will probably sell a vast numberof
toilet preparations, not perhaps evenî kept
iun the counîtry or market town where th
veterinarv Mdicineits are in vogue. Great
discretion must therefore be exercisel in%
amakinag a eloice of what is mnost suitable
for the clas of busmmess donîe, and thena,
having selected the formula, every effort
miust be made to get the best product fron
it, and to put it up in the mnost attractive
uanner.

Coniacncing-with preparations design-
cd as remedies for certain special con-
plaints, those put up in the form of
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fori rather a large class, and roquire care-
fui consideration and selection. Ili aIl
parts, however, mixtures for neuralgia
cough, diarrh<ea, and indigestiona are ira
constant request, and a quinine and iron
tonie finds a ready sale in ail parts of the
ycar; a preparation of hops is always
popular as a tonic. For formulm for
these and most of the other preparations
umentioned ia these pages the reaier is re-
ferred to the " Manual of Formulæ "
shortly to he publisied, but in the mean-
time the following wili be of ise :


