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The stock of pharmacy with a lnrgoe
variety of preparations of the chemist’s
own putting-up is an absolute necessity
in the present age of rapid progression
und keen competition. Tt is a4 necessity
for sceveral reasons. First, beeause the
proprietor ean fix his own price for his
own preparstions without fear of *‘cut-
ting ” by the neighboring grocer; second,
heeause by the retailing of special articles
of good quality a demand for that article
is created which he alone can supply ;
third, because the attraction of customers
for one article is likely to lead to increas.
ed Dbusiness in other divections; and
fourth, because his nnue is thus kept be-
fore the public, which constitutes a cheap
und efticient way of advertising.

Moveover, if a pharmucist hasn well ns-
sorted selection of preparations put up
reixly for sale, he has something to pro-
duce in event of persous conting in to be
prescribed for, thus saving time und otter-
ing » ready solution of the disputed ques-
tion of  counter prescribing.” 1t is, of
course, impossible to keep sutlicient pre-
parations ready to meet the requirenients
of all the vavious cases that ave brought
before him, but enough can always be on s
hand to reconnmend for the conmoner
classes of ailments, both those requiring
external and those needing internal treat-
ment. It is considered, generally, mns.
taken policy to recommend cither of the
numerous quick or “patent” medicines
as & remedy for the ills of mankind, pactly
on account of the readiness with which
such articles lend themselves to the at
tention of the grocer, thus taking the
trade out of its legitimate course ; purtly,
because of the special adaptability of these
goods to that reduction of profits, tevm.
“cutting ;7 and partly because the phae-
macist can have no exact knowledge of
the ingredients in the medicine he is re-
commending.

Tt is therefore of great importance that
the pharmacist shall have a complete and
well-assorted stock of preparations of his
own compounding ready put up, the quali-
ty and purity of which he can vouch for,
and the therapeutic action of which he
has ascertained from the composition. It
is with a view to assisting pharmacists to
give more attention to and increase this
branch of their business that these lines
are being nddressed to them,

In the first place, a few words as to
the style in which such goods should be
got up will be apropes of the subject.
Bottles for fluids up to 8 ounces should be
white, flat, and preferably panelled, this
making a very great appavent diflerence
in the size; fluids for external use are,
however, better put in actinic green bot-
tles, flat, fluted at the back, thus making
a significant distinction. A series of
round-shouldered white bottles is perhaps
most suitable for cod-liver and castor oils,
as well as for washes of the mouth or hair.
Great care should be taken in the selec-

tion of & good qunlity of corks, as nothing
is more aggravating for the purchaser
than for the cork to break the first time
of extracting, and nothing detrncts more
from the apparcut worth of the contents.
For preparations that act upon corks,
such as ammonia or acids, stoppered bottles
should be used, if the price obtainable ad-
mits of it, but, if not, only one or two
bottles of it should be got ready ata time,
Tor capping purposes, white leather
damped and drawn tight certainly looks
best, though tho pleated bottle caps are a
capital substitute ; with either, care should
be taken to remove all the superfluous
material that projects below the string.

For powders, bottles with wide mouths,
fitted with Lox-wood topped corks, are
most suitable, the shape of the bottle be-
ing reguluted by the nature of the con-
tents, flat, however, being most general,
Creams and ointments may be put in or-
dinary covered pots, but look better ina
round white glass or opal bottle with a
wide neck and metal serew cap or box-
wood topped cork ; the collapsible metal
tubes are becoming very gencral now, and
have certain  advantages over bottles,
though they are not available unless the
preparation is of u firm consistence,

Labels should be neat and platn, giving
all necessary directions for use ; cave must
be exercised in the compilation of these,
50 as to keep them free from any offunce
against the Stamp act, and for this pur.
pose the advice of some competent judge or
the authorities themselves should be asked.
Matters of this sort must be left to the
individual discretion and taste of the
pharmacist, and we must therefore go on
to speak in more detail of the preparations
themselves and of the mode of mnking
them, .

The first class of preparations vequiring
consideration are those made from

LIQUIDS.

Taking first the tinctures, there arve a
few that are in such coustant demaud in
all parts of the country that they should
be always kept veady in two or three
sizes, varying from one ounce upwards,
Tincture of quinine and the amwmoninted
preparations are useful at all times of the
year as tonics, and there is & great rush
for them in the season of cold winds,
neuralgias, Lo, the former article is im-
proved by the addition of a small propor-
tion of aromatic sulphuric acid, and the
Iatter by the substitution of tincture of
orange peel for proof spirit. The strong
tincture of ginger (essence), tincture of
myrrh, lavender, rhubarb,and a few others,
which the experience of the pharmacist
will suggest, arc also to be found among
the put up stock of all well-regulated
pharmacies.

Of the official spirits, the three, sal
volatile, nitrous ether and camphor are
the wost important, though the spirit of
chloroform, under the name chloric wther,
is inquired for frequently asa pick-me-up,
and may advantageously be found with
the other three on the shelves.

The liquid extracts of sarsaparilla, tar-

axacum, and caseara sagradn are very
convenient for prescribing purposes, ns
they aro comparatively harmloss, and yet
present their therapeutic properties in a
convenient and concentrated form. Of
course eastor and cod-liver oils ure kept
ready put up, the former, preferably being
the  tasteless ” preparation, and the latter
as fresh and  free from  odor and
taste as possible.  Fluid magnesin, put
up in 8.0z, bottles for a shilling, yields a
good margin of profit, and muy be sold in
large numbers it neatly weapped in blue
paper, bearing a white lithographic lnbel,
Turning now to the ofticinl
POWDKRS,

compound liguorice and compound rhubarb
powders specially lend themselves to being
put up in bottles, and should bear lubels
giving doses and dirvections for adminis-
tration.  The former of these may be pre.
paved with soluble sacchurin, instead of
sugar, for diabetic patients, and the latter
(Gregory’s powder) with heavy instead of
light magoesin; it is then more readily
miscible with water.

enving now the Pharmacopewial prepar-
ations which are of necessity kept ready
put up by nearly all pharinacists, one is
confronted with a great mass of formuln
for every cluss of chemists’ requisites,
The ditliculty lies in making a proper
sclection from all these—in choosing the
right and most suitable articles, and pick-
ing out the best formule for them. All
this must depend to a great extent upon
the neighborhiood and Jocality of the busi-
ness, the class of customers, the season of
the year, and other similar conditions ;
for instance, in some parts the amount of
veterinury medicines sold far exceeds that
of any other, while in other parts nothing
of that nature is sold from one week to the
uext.  Ou the other hand, s lusiness in
the latter place, especially if a fashionable
resort, will probably sell a vast number of
toilet preparations, not perbaps even kept
in the country or market town where tho
veterinary medicines arein vogue. Great
discretion must therefore be exercised in
nmiaking a choice of whatis most suitable
for the class of Lusiness done, aud then,
having selected the formula, every cffort
must be made to get the best product from
it, and to put it up in the most attractive
manner,

Commencing-with preparations design-
ed as remedies for certain special com-
plaints, those put up in the form of

MIXTURKS

form rather a large class, and require care-
ful consideration and selection. In all
parts, however, mixtures for neuralgia
cough, diarcheea, and indigestion are in
constant request, and a quinine aund iron
tonic tinds a ready sale in all parts of the
year; a preparation of hops is always
popular as a tonic. For formule for
these and most of the other preparations
mentioned in these pages the reader is re-
ferred to the *“Manual of Formule
shortly to be published, but in the mean-
time the following will be of use :



