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he is nothing of the kind, Nor s there
an absolute Head of the Church on earth
there. Both the State and the Church

are really in the hands of an oligarchy.

The former represented by  the land
A .
holding  aristocratic element, without

whom the Em peror would be powerless:
the latter by the Ioly Synod, which
settles all vexed quesii&ns. It was an
e;\dﬁn‘qpr ou the part of Alexander 1L
to cou&témct the power of his t,mul:le-
some barons that led him to free his
serls; \vl;il’e the Holy S_\-ndd' acknow-
lea;»;es‘ the suprefnacv of the Holy Scrip-
ture, and far from \vnhholdm"‘ it from
the people, sends it out tu them by means
of its National Blble Socxetv aud guve a
free hand to Dr. L.msaell to distribute
copies from the B. & F. B S throughout
his travels in Lurbpeau and Asiatic
Russia. An open Bible is qxuetly work-
ing its way among those classes of the
people who can read, and there is no
redson to suppose Lhat ﬁde!ny to the
throne and that to the 'supleme Spiritual
Head of the Church m-e things in their
pature opposite where this liberty ex-
ists. No doubt ihere i dense ignorance,
and its daughter, superstition, among the
masses in Russin, Many customs still
prevail whicl'n have come down to them
from}’n«ran times and are even comnved
at by the authorities. \\e k: we onh to
furn our attentjon bacl-. Jess tlmn 200

years¥o dur Motherland, when, with an

open Bible, witches were burned, and

}the’ superstition openly defended by

. educated people of that time, to

‘suspend @ rash judgment upon

a people the most recently emerged
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from Dbarbarism of the Europonn

concert.*
But I will

couclude this preliminary

chapter with a remark that touches us

nearer home. 1n all the governme::

schools of Rnssia proceedings are opened

and closed with an extremely spiritual

pruyer and the reading of the Bible.
What is Canada doing? Shutting the
Bible out, secularizing those places

where children receive their earliest and
most  lasting impressiuxfs; often  their
ouly oppartunity of receiving religious
instruction;—and “what will ye do in the

end thereof® And the School Roards in

.l_-J{)'glalfd are doing the same, but the
St;l;t‘(.:‘C|l.}ch‘l;l has m; part in this folly;
thay hd ve raised their protest and warn-
May not

ing. War is a scourge of God.

this be one of our national sins that has
brought it on us with its already too
grievous sorrow and stiﬂ’eriug?
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Ry Al
A service was held inthe chapel of the

S. P. G. recently to bid farewell to -four-
teen of its missionaries who are to sail for
India and Japan. These included the
Bishop of Mudras, the Bishop-designate
of Lahore, three prxests; two laymen, and
seven women, one of the lattér being a
fully qualified doctor.

*Sir Thomus Browne, M.D., in 1637, published
his* Relixio Mediei,” and in 1646 his ** Enquiry
intd-Vhdlgar-Errory,” which attracted wide at-
tengion, ;Eighteen years afterwards his opinion
calmly given, at Bury St, Edmunds, broukht
sentences of death on Amy Dunny and Kose
Callendet for betwitchink children. The sont-
cnce was paszed by Sir Matthew Hale. oncof tho
most celebratod English judges. Such senteiices
were passed for many years after this. The last

“victims of the superstition were Mrs. Hicks and

hor dnughter, hanged at Huntingdon for selling
their souls to Satan, and for raising a storm by
pulling off their stockings and making a lather
of son,.!



