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Duringy the present year carly in the sprin- un cpidemnie of typhoid
fever tookz place in Paisley, Scotland, and it lias been proven bacterio-
Iogieally that upxvards of a hundred cases could be traced to infected
rnilk. Many similar typhoid fever milk epideniics, loth. in Europe and
Anicrica, are now on record.

Last year at Oshawa, Ontario, Dr. MeCrea, Health Officer there,
rcported several cascs of typhoid fever caused directly by milk con-
tamiination.

It is unnecessary to go fardier in this discussion of typhoid fever
milk epidemnics; for it is a wvell knowvn fact that impure drinking w~ater
is probably the mnost common carrier of typhoid fever contagion to m an,
and it is scîf-evident that milk, which is favorable to the growvLh of
typlîoid fever bacilli, may be iXnfectcd froîîî the watcr. Typhoid fever
bacilli may be blown about by the dust, carried on the boots of persons
who -walk over infected surfaces, and thicy may also be carried by flies
as was abundantly proven during the Spanish-Americarn and South Afri-
can wars. By ail of thiese mecans the milk -may becomie infected with
the typlîoid fever bacilli.

In regard to tuberculosis the bacilli ma.y enter milk flot only froni
tubercular cowvs and infected stables, but also xithout doubt froni tube!--
culous people. The danger, howvever, is lc-ssued in the case of tuber-
cular organisrns by thc fact that these bacilli do not increase, or multiply
in nîilk. The latter peculiarity, as -%vell as the fact that but few tuber-
cular milk cpidemiics hiave bcen reported, puts tuberculosis raher out of
the category of discases that miay be sprcad in epidcmic forni by means
of the mediumi milk. But so prevalent is tubercular disease in man and
animais, so gencrally ditiused and numerous in the conimunity arc its
sources, and so closcly allicd with these courses is the mediumî milk
wvhicli will preserve and convey its causal agent, that one cannot advis-
cdly dismiss from further discussion in this paiper a disease xvhich iS sQ

often millc borne.

It lias long been known that tuberculosis can be acquired by inges-
tion as Nvell as by inhalation and inoculaitioîn, but thc part playcd by
cowv's milk iii the pread of the disçase lias oly recentlv begun to
reccive serious attention. Tliat rnany persons, old and young, have
been infected wvith tubercle tlîrougli the nîiilkz of cowvs suffcring froin the
clisýease is one of the best attested facts in mîodern pathology; but the
extent to, ;hich ch)ildrcn are the victimis of this infection is only now
being rccognizcd.

Prof. Von Behring says that milkc fcd to infants is flic chief cause
of tubercular infection. Thoughi this teacher probablv is in error in
rnaking such -a statenient, stili we arc safe in saving thiat most of thc
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