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Plawunt sued In. Ogdon dur bevach ot cuntract, wsserung
that the ducter pronusad 1o bu at bus buuso at thres o viveh, and
did nut go for ncaly two bours adter, that o culseyguen there-
of, his wWius iabor was thay such donger than b shouid hase
been, that th cluld was tost and wsamty produced.  Dasag
wore taud at threo thuusand dollaes.

Detount sworcfthat ho dul not promese as stated, and ho
showed by the evidenc of Drs. Hodder, Workman, Nicol, Russell,
Goikio, Aguew and Plalbrick, that according to the plainuff's
own osidence, the labor wasa very short and easy one, being
only fuwr ot five howss lung , that tho pruspucts of buth mother
and chuld woroe not endangered by the absunve of dofondan,
that ho was presont in tull time to have rendered all nccessary
assistance if ho had been allowed to do so, and that tho subse-
quont insanity could hardly be chargeablo to an unduly pro-
longed labor when the whole duration was less than five nouss;
and further that insanity was hereditary, and had evidontly
manuested uedlf duning gestation, while a large proportion of
tho children i tuuthing prosentativis wero nveessanly lust. Drs.
Aikens, Wright, and Ross wero wn attendanco to bear sumilar
testimony, but defendant’s counsel thought the ovidence vas so
strong already they wuuld uot b required, and hence they were
oot called, but, uotw ihstunding tie csidene, and the i goof
His Lordship the Chiet Justico, whuch appeared w bo vory strung
in favor of defeudant, tho jury veturned a verdict for plamtff
with five hundred doffars damag Tho trial picd two
wholo days.

. Now wo think it would bo woll for the profession to con-
sidor carofully the position in which thoy aro placed by tho ver-
dict in this ease.

In the first placo Chiof Justice Richards ruled that tho ordi-
nary promises of medical men, although generaily supposed to
depend upon contingencies, have all the forco, character, and
responsibility of written cuntracls, au interprotativn of law wo
venure w sy that fow medical mivn vver dreamald vty wlile tho
counsel tor platnadl broadly assorted, withuut cuntradicuon, that
if a medieal man was ten minates lato 1 keoping an appointment
he would Le liable for any suffering the patient might enduro in
tho mesntime.  But the vordict in this vase olivws thi-"painciplo
of law in a more pornicious light sull, for it proves that it iy only




