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The left auicle isolated from' tic auricular septum. and right a ricle
is rarely spointaneously rhythmical.

A block may be estbblished between any two parts of tho auricles, pro-
vided. one is spontaueously rliy.llpnical, by narrowing the functional con-
nection betw'een tliem. Since all the phenoiena of leart block can. b
obtained by narrowing the functional connection betveen any two spon-
ianeously rhythmical parts of the auricles, there is no reason for assign-
ing to the auriculo-ventrieulai' bundle any special physiological pro-
perties other than those which result- fron the fact that it is a narrow
bridge of .tissue joining two other, spontaneously rhythiical masses of
lieart tissue.'

Cannon, of Boston, Am. J. Phy., NoY., 1907. contributes an aticle
upon "The Acid Control of the 'Pylorus.»

After noting the views at present lield concerning the function o
gastrie evacuation, lie states the two factors in this process:

a The Peristaltie waves.

b The condition of the pylorie sphincter.'
From X-ray observations he finds the foimer do no vary in .stren th

and as food is intermittently discharged, the cont:ô1: of the disclire
mi1ust reside in the sphincter.

Cannon propounds a theory to explain the' mode of pylorie action as
follows: The pylorus is tonicall closed whe focd s ingeted änd
mains closed against recurring pressure. T appearance of "1eid at
the pylorus causes the muscle to' relax.

The pressing peristaltie wa.ves now force some of tlie ac divhye lino
the duodenum. The acid in the duodenuim tilitens te e sphincter
âigainst further exit, the saie, acid also stimulates the flo'v of alkaline
pancreatie juice. As neutralization proceeds, the stimulus cloig. te

pylorus is weakened, now the acid in the stonacli is able again to relax
the sphincter and tius until the stomnach is ,emptied. He -iakes use of
the X-ray to work out is lypothesis..

Making a mixture of mashed potato, cracker and rice, and hismuth
subnitrate, and feeding to a cat inu 25 cc. amounts, and exaliniiig by
X-ray at 4 hour intervals' and mueasuring the length of .the food masses
in the duodenui, he found that when given sinply mioistened withi water,
ten tinies as much had passed the pylorus in i hour as wihen ioistened,

withî 1% NaflCO:, in one hour thrce tinies as much, and in two:hoùurs
twice as much.

Proteid food' was tested by comparing the rate of disciarge of siin-
ple proteid food and of acid proteicdi made by digestion with 10% l.
and dialysis.


