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Lauder Brunton, to- incise a narrowed m1tral orifice. These ideas seem
to us wild and impracticable, but in this age one cannot afford to put
aside these proposals without careful thought. One may, however,-
probably with a saring of any little reputation he may have, adopt .
Oliver Wendell Holmes’ advice when he said, “ And with new notwns
—let me change the rule—don’t strike the iron till it’s slightly cool”

Electricity is becoming more and more useful. In the diagnosis and
treatment of fracture the X-ray machine is certainly most helpful. It
shows us the relation of the fragments to each other and later on it
shows us whether or not we have been successful in getting them into
correet apposition.  This is so far so good. It serves in addition a
most useful purpose in enabling us to decide what fractures may be
properly treated by the open method. My plan is to take a radiograph
of all simple fractures before any attempt is made at reduction. A
sccond picture shows how far we have been successful in effecting
reduction. If this sccond radiograph shows the fragments to be in
satisfactory apposition, well and good. If they are not, the radiograph
is shown to the patient and he is told that we cannot do better unless
he permits us to make an incision and bring them together. The dan-
gers of incision are fully explained as well as the deformity and limita-
tion of movement likely to result if the {ragments are left as they are.
The patient may then elect to remain:as hé is, to submit to treatmient
Dy the open method, or to go elsewhere if he thinks someone else can
do Detter for him. This plan I have found most satisfactory in
preventing the development of strained relations between himself and
his surgeon. It also prevents what otherwxse might occur—one of those
worrving and unseemly suits for malpractlce, Whlch fortunately are
rare in our Dominion.

My experience in reducing fractu1e~ b) the open method has taught
me that in many instances it is impossible to reduce them otherwise
satisfactorily. I have often after exposing the fragments asked
students to make extension, using as ‘much force as seemed justifiable
and yet the overlapping or ndmg was' not altogether overcome, the
end: only being brought accurately together by the use of levers or by
bending the hmb and then straightening it, and all this time the
patlents were under the influerce of a general anesthetic. I have the
most profound sympathy for the man who fails to perfectly reduce a
simple fracture. In many instances he simply fails to accomplish the
impossible under the circumstances and with the means at hla com-
manc. . s s e ,
But elect11c1ﬁ3 in’ the f01m of the \-my‘_machme or in the form 'of
high tension cuuents is, I beheve, deatmcd to become of ‘great thera-
peutic value, parficularly in lupus, cutaneou~ ep1thehoma= and pron-
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