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the imapious assumption of Divine attributes by mortal man. Surely if
ever a time bad come when we might expect God to say in unmistakable
langnage, as to Belshazzar, ‘‘ Thou art weighed in the balances and found
| wanting! God hath numbered and finished thy kingdom. Thy kingdom
is divided and given to others,” this was the time.

Let the heedless reader of history note that this was the very year
when the 1260 years wero complete, from the death of Phocas. And on the
very next day, July 19th, 1870, within iwenty-fou~ howurs, the Franco-
Prussian War was declared, Louis Napoleon, the Fope's protector, being
overwhelmed with a defeat, was compelled to withdraw his troops from the
Etern.l City ; and before this memorable year had fled, on September
90th, 1870, the troops of the King of Italy teok possession of Rome, and
the Pope became prisoner in the Vatican, his temporal sovereignty gone.
The 1260 years were just expired. The longest pontificate of history be-
held the shattering of the temporal sceptre ! Pius IX. had decreed the
immaculate conception, exalted the papal supremacy, and declared himself
infallible. He had declared temporal sovereignty indispensable to the
supporb of his spiritnal sceptre. Yet God chose his own pontificate as the
time of the Joss of the temporal power, never, as we believe, to be regained.
Since then in France clericalism has been declared the foe of the nation,
and the papal yoke is broken, as also in Austria and Germany and Cen-
tral America. 'With the assertion of infallibility comes the end of papal
dominion and usurpation.

Among the abominations traceable to papal Rome are the doctrine cs
justification by meritorious good vorks, penance, and purgatory, masses
for the dead and intercession of saints, the worship of the host and of the
Virgiu Mary, immaculate conception, and papal infallibility. God seems
to have decreed that with the daring assumptions implied in the last two,
His forbearance should ceass snd swift judgment descend, Well mey
men stand in awe s th~y behold such signal catastrophes in history !
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The Presbyterian churches in Canada, Scotland, Australia, aud New
Zealand made themselves responsible for a very difficuit tesk when they
undertook to evangelize the New Hebrides group.

From north to south the thirty islands extend over a sea space of about
350 miles, and, instead of having one common language, as in Eastern
Polynesia, there are at least twenty languages spoken by the New Hebridean
watves—truly a ‘* Babel” of tongues. Even in that limited area the idola-
trons and heathen custoras ere distinctly differont. on the northern and
southerr: ends of the group, In the north, hundreds of hideous carved



