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Tite )rdýscnt condition of the uegro, peupule is a part uf thecir past iiis-
tI.To-dav is the eliilùd of vcsterday. The lîirsm of two luxtdrcdl years

C'f slaverv, foIu iîi ncomntcd centuries of African Ibcatleisriqn, wcre four
millions in nuiinher twcnty-sevcn vears atto.

At the close~ of a deSolating civil mor tlicy -%vcrc suddcnly frecd froîti
lodg.Unable to readl, thcy %vcre ; -,%ornt of the world, ini wliich tlxc

livcd. As a class tlc'y Lîai ln intelligentt knowlcdge of the Seriptures.
Afew of tuie miore 1,ig1uii favoredl in (lîrîiseti fainilies lIad by tiir con-
tat corne into the possession of certain trutis of Christianity, wlîich neyer-

tlîcless they hield in dar kenced iuinds. For the inost part, the trutis wlîicli
liatd beu tolit thenii, alla whyich in sotnc dcgree tltev lad rccivcd, were
n'înlgled iwith the grosse.st superstitions alla held withont regard to thie
veritics of te Ten Coînmanduicnts. The overwliehniig inajoriLy of the
lic 10 po>pulation, hiowever. hiad uno such privilegcs as thlese. Thecy wcre
in the rural districts as niow. The few n<ýrrocs ivho, lived lu cities and

wlî cui petoget seule %vorthy ideas or Chiristian trtith ivere too few

ta be cotinted in tuie gencral condition.
Mie iicgro preacliers-so called-werc parrots. They rcpcatcd aftcr a

fasiion wliat they thotight, they ]lad lieard1 as they Iîai rcmnembcrcl iL
intcgrit and purity wcre not considcrecl. Stcaling, Iving, and liccntious-
ncss wec Do laindranccs te good and regiular standing in their religions
ffllowslîip. Of cliastity tr did nlot know the incaning.

There'vasnot .litg of truc Ciristiauitv to explic African licatlien-
iqu -which iose 'wlîo wverc stolcu froni the Jungle liad brouglit with theni.
TranspIantin- did not change the trec. tior the lucre suiccessioi of vcars its
lîittecrfrniit Their iwhole Iifc was rrvai'1ed liv te belief in. and ;nbittered
l« dite terrer of, sorcerv. Vnoodooinm alla fêtichisîn wcre commun. Thcir in-
irlicet4atl ftucultirs N'erc lis alla circinms-crihecd beyonld a fcw local associa-
fions ; thorir claildisitas 'vere rici soil for every variety of supe-)rstition.

.Ninoug e i groes iL is tztî ini t4iws andi ciLles. and'espccially ainong
q.ue rirants, thiere were exceptions, and of te more itiglîly favorcd nmany

wcr. exrnW,. and sincere, ws wieli as ferent, Christians. Atlime zzanic lime,
eahxinrr of thme inxny and tint if lte few, jiractical lieathieninmi was «"«on evcry

phation, in every- liainiet, arnoug thoc sands of te Atlantic coasi., ii te for-
mu iof the I arotlias z ail thtroujgh thme black belt of Alaliaina and M.isss7ppi,
in san f Iaîtisianax, and te lottomns of ATkansa,.;;s and Tennessce."

glvrvsac die :\frican lieatien a nominal Clîristiaîîity, but iL did not
terpel pais-il. IL dlia noV add u> faitil, virtuie, and to virb]e, knowledge.

la the jurovideureu f C>wd, tventvsc>vem Tears ago tJîis lawfutl degrda-
lion of mai cRne to ait end. Tihis is a short ime in lite Iistorv of a race
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