
1892.] A GeNERItVON 0P CHItSTIAN 1'IWGRESS IN INDIA. 245

RELIGIOUS U'4,SULTS 0F THlItTY-SEVEN YEARS.

Mure statistical figures do flot give the higliest resultq, but they are wefl
worthy of study. 1 taIce themn from tw )reliable, sources :First, the Gov-
erninent Cousuis for 38811, whichi also gives the nunibers in 1871 for corn-
parison. The census for 1891 is flot yet published, but wu have it on the
higheiat authorîty tliat the rate of inecase in Christian converts iis fully
niaintained. Second, the elaborate and careful statistical returns prepared
every ten years by a coiniiiittee represgenting ail the Protestant societies at
work in India. These extend overtlhethree decades 1851, 1861, 1871, and
1881. As another decade lias nearly run out, it is easy for any one familiar
witli the iuissionary history of the period and accustomned to statistical in-
quiries to fortu an estirnate for the year 1890. As the first visit ivas so
near to the returns for 1851, we give these, without any estimnate for the
twvo years froin 1851 to 1853, su that the period wilI practically extend.
ovcr tliirty-nirie yeiir-rather a long generation. The following are the
numbers for the Protestant Christians of ail India, withotit including
Ceylon and Burmnali : Native Protestant converts, 18.51 (from returns),
91,092 ; 1881 (from returns), 417,322 ; 1890 (estimiate), 720,000-that
is, an inecase Of EIGHIT-FOLD in forty years, or seven timnes in a generation.
Thie eslinzate is a low one-only at the rate of 70 per cent for the decade.
Lt Nvas 86 per cent for the previous ton years.

It inay be put in the Graphic formn, tijus:
The Native Church in India in 1851 <a small churcli spire),

and in 1890
(a tall spire 7 times the lieight of the other).

But ivhat is more irmportant--showing that the increase is not mncrely
in numbers, but is an inward as well as outward growth-is the fact,
brouglit ont in the tables givimg the increase in ftie number of cornmuni-
cants, -%vlichl is greater than in the number of professing couverts. The
nunibers werc : 1851, communicants returned, 14,661 ; 1881, communii-
rants returned, 113,325 ; 1890, estimated, g15,ooo. The estimate is
based ou the low rate of increase, of less than 80 per cent iu the last dcec-
ade, wvhile it was 11.5 per cent ini that from 1871 to 1881. This gives an
inCrCaRe Of FIFTEEN-FOLD in 39 years, or they have inultiplied thirteen timez
in a generation.

Bfut a h)igcllr proof of ehurch organization is seen in the increase of
native pastors and evangelists. The former, cspecially, have inultiplied at
an astonishing rate, implyingr an inecase of intelligence aud character in
the nembers of the Church, aud a mnch greater efliciency in ecclesiastical
work. Forty years ago there wcrc only 21 ordained native pastors in ail
the missions in India. Now they cannot number fcwer than 700 or 800.
Tlius : 1851, native pastors (returncd), 21 ; 1881y native past>rs (re.
turned), 461 ; 1890, native pastors (est.imated), 750.

Thiese invaluiable agentsi ha'.ve 1111tiplied TIUTY-SIX TIMIES in 39 Veatr'


