
gascar as it was undor Ranavalona I., and thon as it was under Rana-
valona ILI, or Nanuniaga as it was whoen Thomas ?oweil set a native
cvangelist thoro, and the superst *itious ixihabitants kept lxim two hours
on the beach whîlo they roconcilod their dumb MIdoS to bis ronxaining;
and two ycars later, whou thero was not an idol to ho found on the
island, and the whlole commuuity was under Christian instruction.

And theso, arc not oxcoptional, but rathor reprosontative cases; for
wyondors like thoso mako the mardi of missions, like the lemilky 'way,"
a pathway of ligit. Tako the story of Tahiti. Captain Cook thought
and said: "lThis island ean neither serve publie interests or private
ambition and will probably nover be mucli known.-" This vas before
1779 whoen hoe porished at the Sandwich Islands. About the close of
the last century, uinder the rousing appeals of William Carey and
othors, thc London Mlissionary Society sent missionaries to Tahiti.
Thoere wvas indecd a long leniglit of toi]..- Sixteen, years and flot a
convort or a sign of blossing, so biard w'as that fallow ground to break
u.p. Bohiold a missionary with a group of savages about iiin. The only
wcapon in is hand is a manuscript of the gospel of Johin. Rie reads
chaptor iii., and as hoe ropoats tho sixteenth verso a warrior in the
group asks him to read it agalin and yct again. Amazod at this new
revelation of a love of whvichl hoe had nover heard, hoe said: elIf
this 18 true it must ho for you only." But the inissîonary read
again, ",that u7iosoever belioveti on Ilmn should not v)erîsli."
"éThen your God shail ho my Gode' said tie savage warrior, wit
tie ardor of Ruthi; "l1for nover have we hoeard sucei a message as this.
Our Gods do not love us so-we nover heard of suci love as tlus."-
At Pufftown, this suininer, I lcard 31r. Green lmnsoif tostify, that in
1861 on the island of Tahia, ho himsolf rcoivcd from. his predecessor ini
chiargte an old fenale chief 'who liadl boon converted from, tic lowest state,
of savagery, wioso wondorful conceptions of grace filled even Christian
missionaries 'with amiazemeut. Not yet sevonty-fivo years have passed
since the first couvert crownedl tiese labors. and that convert, was the
first fruits of aI Polynesia. Now in tiose Paci fie A rchipelagoos there
are 750,000 couverts and the work bias rcacliod that grcatost of islands,
New Guinea. A band of not less than 160 Young mou and women,
tbornsolvcs native converts, hiave goine from, Tahiti and surroundig
islands, as evauglists, «and of thcm ail not one haîs evor p)rovod recre-
auit or faithless. Anmong no oqu-al niumnher of Christian laborers iu the
xuost favored part of Cliristendoni eau a like measure of consocration
and: fidelity bo found. Andl yet tioe are tho vory people, wvio, bofore
the gospel touched theni, iad zabsolutely no conception of God save
that somowhcere, somebowv, afar off from mon, somo sort -of a being
dwelt, who wielded the sceptor of -a divine dospotisnx; thoso are tic
vcry people 'who worc -%ont te go to the graves of their nncestors, and
bescech them to, pload 'with thuat sanie unkunown, unaittractive, unap-
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