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lier ladyship by a young lady wvho could Lest inter-
pret hier own wants. Thre wants of men wvere un.
derstood by Lord Bacon. Iistcad cfa Larren phi-
losophy, lie substituted a fruitful philosophy. li-
stessi of tire phiinsophy of wordls, ho stbstittutd
the pliilesophy of facts ; expériment aîîd obser-
vation werc thenccerth tire avenues of l.newv-
ledge, and these led directly to tie most important
discoveries whichi have liad a practical influence
iîpon tire condition of manintl. Ho commencedl
hie reform of thecstudy of science by takiiîg ' 3 view
of it as it thon existed. Ilc thon investigôatold
with a nice discrimination, tire causes whichi gave
rire to, and mtiintainred tire autliority of tie false
-and lisolcss pliilostiphy whicit previ1cd; and tiiese
lie detected in tie intirmities of our vcry nature,
wlîen they nddictesi tliomselves to the study of
philosopliy, ho discovered how apt the judgments
of mon %vereto te bcarped by their peculiar lent-
pers and habits. 41 Wfîen in of confiinod scien-
tiflo pursuits," hoe says, Il ftertvards betake theni-
selves to philos<îphy and ta genoral contempla-
tion, they arc Qpt to wrest and corrupt tlîcm
with throir fariner opinions." To tliis disposition
of huian nature, may Lie traced nearly ait threlîy-
pothetical syetems which front tire remotest zincs
have overspread wvith înud and slimc thre fair field
of knowledge-the proneness of nien to judge of
thinga they are indeed ignorant of by tire rules
tiret are applicable te the subjects witih %Vlich they
are familiar. Thjis has been one of the greatest
obstacles to science; and its universal prevalence,
cnibracisig mon of every order and profession, lias
rendered it a mattcr even of coxamon observation.
Indecd, tire cases are cndicss in wvhichi a certain
bis arising from peculiar habits and profession, bas
foundered the sharpest wits in throir scientifie in-
gainies. "I1 have l<nowvn a fiddler," Fays flerklcey,
4"gravely teach tbat the sou] was lîarmeny-a go-
cinetrician very positive thiat tire sertl must bcecx-
tended-and a physician wlics laviiîg pickled] bal? a
dozen of embryos aiîd discected as nîany cats and
frogs, affirmi thut tiioro was no seul at ail, and that
it was a vulgar errur." These prejudices, both
gstneral and particular wvore thoroughly sifted by
Lord Bacon, and their influence uipon the science
of the age and preceding agfes, clearly demonstra-
ted. H1e classified and described tbem. Tlîosc
prejudice or Midos as ho calîs tseem, wli are alike
incidental tu ait, hiaving thii enigin in tire coin-
mon principles o? otir nîature and coninon circuni-
stances of' humnan life, are %witt in,, iduls of tire
upecies. Those that take tiroir onigin from tire
favourite or professional purstiits of tice inidividueal
-frein hie profession or lus cimier, are idols o! the
tribe. The pectifar character of a mian, hie t-ingil-

Ian tempor anising from sorte want o? liarmony or
balance in biis moral or intellectual nature, produ.
ced prejudices wvlich ho calied thc idlole of tie
den. Tire idols of tie forum are prejudices titat
spring freont tie lise o? wvords in the commerce ndm
iiîtorcourse of life; wvhcn svords change tlheir nîeam.
ing, %whciî they admit more or less of thre -saine
thiing, and admit or exelude difflrent kinds of
t tlin<gs, tiîcy Lecome amîtigueus and nmay Lie tise

sucofa ttîousaitîd fullacies. Tho, iduts (if Vte
thmatrc, again, are prejudices Legottein Ly tire iii-
ilierice of biseless and prctended tlîeorics, vision-
ary systemrs etf science, ver.oratcd Lecause tiîey are
oId, aiîd becatise supportod Ly tire euthority of
groat nalnes. li titis ranmer and by thse ittusta-
tien of such propositions as these, Bacon rcnderedl
te science incalculable service. An immense mass
of elabcmrate Lut useless pliilosophers ivas tlius
tliruîst asimlc--darklc hnterns Iliat nîight sliine te
thoinsclves, and possibly understand t1teir ows çàn-
cirai ceniccits, but ns liiebl could give liglît te ne orle
else. Sucb, for examopie, %vas £Mattl'ias Farina-
tr, Professer at Vienna, %vlîe was occupied tliirty

years iii applyiiîg tire rides of pliilosopliy contain.
ed iii Plate, Aristotle and Galon, te Christ and the.
auostles-wico publisbied a %vonk wvlich was terîn-
cd tire ligit cf tie seul, Lut a darîrer tliing tîmans
wlîich is scarcely te lbe fourrd in tire universe.

flot not only diua flacon point eut the true end of
plîilosophy, ana explaint tire prejudîces ssliich
causes) thce studteus te miscarry in tireir scientifio
nosearclies, lie unfoldcd tire proper method cf con-
ductinn sucli researcbies-a mnethod, %vhich being
generally ndoptcd sînco lits tînmes, lias Leen crawls-
oùdwith admnirrble ruccoss. llias been calleil the
inductive metlîod or the inductive philosophy, be-
caisse it secks the dîscovcry of tristi Ly the ijîduc-
tien o? facts. In tiro study of any science, the
flrst thîng te Le donc, is te tako accurate observa-
tien o? lise pltonomona, wlîicli are te bc explainesd,

*te colcctpaticntly and extcnsivoly tire facts, to de-
scribe thrent witli the greatest care, and give its due
tvcmgbIt e? evidonce ta ei adnd nîotliiig more.
This being donc, it enly remains te consider wvhat
suppesable causes are te be exchided, and %wliat
cause is te buc remises). fly cenîparing tice tacts,
one %vilt anutlier, we arrive at ti.e real cause or
causes o? tire plienomena, if the induction Le suifii-
cleistly e.xtcnit. Tire facts line se many %vit-
nes-es %vlose cv:doncu bocomes ire -round ripain

* wincli tire philosopher bu-ids lus conclusion. Un-
less lie Lce atisfied that thoy are sufficiently abuiii-
dant, tîmat lie lias dcscribeid thens accurately, and
swciglied tiroir evidenc %vitlla anr eon liai id, ho lias
nu confidenrce in any inféence timat lie diaws

*from thein ; tire cause vbici hie mîght asssignin


