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IIow its banks again were I nlot
b ." This note of superioritY

iidnot escape fIe keen-witted
i.,il)iours of Thoreau. " Henry

ta Ik. ab)out Nature," said IMadamie
Ilo'ar. " just as if sledI beeni lboni
ai d broughlt -up in Concord."

Emerson wvas the higlest type of
1111,; mingled frugality of the life of
t110 biody and generosityý of tlie life
oht Ille mmid ; of his harmonization
MF tIe highiest and broadcst interest
%Vith fIe simplest domesticity. H1e
s Oleed to affect in dress and manner
a slilgît rusticity as heigltening the

elfeet of lis thoughit, as thc slighit
ll(sitatipn of lis speech in public
1address brougîlt ont the marvellous
felicityý of lis diction. lie would
not bave disclaimed the compliment
(If b)eing callcd the " Yankee Plato ;"-

5entircly content was lie to be a
rcesident of Concord as well as a citi-
70en of tIc world.

l{awthorne lias given us a char-
aeteristie report of the strange folk
to be met in Concord in the days of
fIe CCnewness">: " It was nccessarv
to go but a littie way beyond
fnY tliresliold before meeting '_with
stranger moral shapes of men flan
Ilighlt have been cncountcrcd else-
vliere in a circuit of a thousand

mliles. These liobgoblins of ficsh and
1)Iood were attracted thithier by fIe
wide-spreading influence of a great
ýoriginal thinker, who lad lis earthly
abode at the opposite extremity of
,our village. Ris mind acted upon
other ininds of a certain constitu-
tion with wonderful magnetism, and
drcw many men upon long pilgrim-
agc-ys to speak witî him face to face."

The foremost idcalist of the New
W orld. Dimerson renderedI incalcu-
lable service to fhe cause lie lad at
heart by holding, it dlean and cîcar
aI)ove fhe touch of fanaticism, im-
practicable experiment, and tIe bit-

rterness Of the egoistical reformer.
In April, 1824, two years before lie
took refuge in Concord, "stretched
beneatl, the pines," E merson wrote
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the îpoem whviich expresses the deep-
est instinct of his nature and the
tranquillity and detachmient hie was
to find in the quiet village

G.,ood-hye, proud world! in going home:

I arn going to niy oivn learthistoue,
Bosoincd in yon green his alon,-
A secret xiook iii a pleasant land,
Whiose groves the frolic fainies planned
Whoere arches green, the livelong day,
Echio the blackb ird's roundelay,
And vulgar feet hiave nover trod
A spot that is sacrcd to thoughit and God.

O, ivhen I arn safe in iny sylvan home,
1 tread on the pride of Gveece ûaid Rçrne;
And wvhen I arn strctel bencathi the pines,
Wlicre the evening star so hioly sines,
I Iaughi at the love and the pride of nman,
At the sophist sehools and Uhc learned clan;
For wvhat are they ail, in their higli conceit,
Wlien man in Uic bushi withi Cod rnay ineet ?

Emiierson was in no0 sense a lier-
mit ; an inveterate traveller of the
mmd, lie wvas, for his tirne. an ex-
perienced traveller among lis kind.
Ris trips to Europe were memorable
by reason of his quick and decisive
insight, of whidh thc " English
Traits" is a permanent record
and by reason of whiat lie brought
badl inl broader sympathies and
cîcarer discernmnent of the great
race qualities. Hie wvas for maany
years a familiar and lionoured figure
on the lyceum platforrn lu distant
sections of the country, and lie came
to have a wide kznowledge of the
'United States of the middle decades
of tIe nineteenth century. Hec had
a kzeen appetite for good talkz. and lie
was often seen in Camibridgre and
Boston in social gatlierings, - great
and small. But his genius wvas
csscutiallv meditative; lie brooded
over lis subjects until they cleared
tliemselves in lis mind.

Tranquillity and peace were Con-
cord's possessions by reason of its
isolation and of the conformiation of
its landscapc. It was a shire-town,
and it had business relations with
lumbermen and farmers who came
to it for supplies. Thc life of the
timne was exceedingly deliberate in


