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consul, and Oki met himi smiUing. fiSo,
Mr. Craig," lie said, " the honorable visit
you bave condescended to pay us is oves.
Oaa You forgive our rudeness toward
you and our contemptible conduct ln
ralsing a disturbance on the eve of your
departure?"

" Why, 'Mr. Olil, what is the matter?"
sald Craig, quickly, as a dozen littie carts
and rickshas passed, laden with bundies
tied ut) in what al)peared to be huge blue
and gireen cotton handkerchiefs, and
drawn by men and women. Close after
thein came a string of shaggy ponles, flot
mnuch biggeî' than Newfoundland dogs,
-with hastily-mnade packs on I heir backs,
and tiny chuldrein trotting at their heads.
And tlien a i)arty of soldiers and police
came by at a run, carrying stretchers,
'with old people and sick. There 'was
hurry everywvhere, but a 'vcsy systeniatie
hurry, absolutely -without confusion.

Okzi snîiled. "You sec, Mr. Craig," he
sald, "«the honorable Russian cruisers
f rom Vladivostok, 'Rossia,' 1 Gromoboi,'
and 'Rurik,' with a flotilla of torl)edo
boats, are just off this port, and 1 tliinlc
we bave about twenty minutes before
they enter tbe harbor."

He bo-%ved and snxiled clieerfully, and
Craig rushed off to the IfGoya Mýaru,"
where bis charges -werc standing together
on deck, watching withi nild interest the
Russian torpedo boats as they crossed the
bay. thc warslîips rernaining oîitside.

Oralg was standing by Madame I<abo-
lzusai w]îen the RLussians boarded the
"«Goya," and lie stared at then %vithi an
air of insolent curiosity, like sonie wiest-
eî'n tourist looking at somietliing lie did
flot understand, ýand 'was satisfied flot tIC.

"lYes, 1 amn travelling -'withi Mtadame
and lier chiîdren," bie said, ln answcr to
thc officer's questions.

IlAnd tlie boy, your servant, monsieur?"
queried tlîe Russian, barely -glancing at
Nosbi, bis wvhole attention beiîîg given
to the study of 'Madame Kabokusai.

ifI would taka iny oatlî thiat the -%vonan
,was sixty," lie said, dramatically, as lie
described tîxe scene to bis brother officers
afterwards. "'One hears muciili of the in-
coipreliensible ececentrivîties of tliese

Euls.but in .Taun, -wlire ev,ýrY %voii1af
Is a g:islia. v hy did lie cixoose tliis one'
'who-tuink of il, my brotliers-is sixty."

" And so eng rossefl were tlîosc Russiax
mnen over tlie details of this suppesed in-
trigue. that thiey noted notlîng- cisc iii the
barbor of Gensanl.

lEvery one on thie ««Goya " lhad beeî
ordered on shmore, and f1-0oni the rocliY

beach near the moutli of the harbos,
tliey watclled the sinking of their slîip
by the enemy's torpedoes.

" Behold tlîe avenging of your attaec
on Port Arthur, Miss Toshio," said Craig.
"The gî'eat bear of ýthe north bas risen
ln insulted majesty at last, and boldly
entered one of your haî'bors to torpedo
your ships. Yoîî are now seeing a great
Russian naval victory."

'Il fear tlîey have gained a strategle
victory," Mi'. Craig," said Noshi, very
seriously. " Youi sec, this sea of Nippon
Is, and mnust be, altogether ours; we can-
flot possibly allow an unfriendly fleet to
be at large on it, if 've would continue to
exist. Admirai Karninîra was to
sti'ictly blockade 'Vladivostok, and yet
part of its squadron is in Gensan."

"lBut consider the dense sca fogs of
the last two days, Miss Toshio," uriged
Craig, rather surprlsed at lier criticism.
" Even Brer Rabbit cannot perforni the
impossible."

"lBut wve must flot malve mistakzes,"
said Noshi, quickly. " We ar'e prepared
for the loss of thousands of our men, if
nccessary, as pai't of sorne careful plani,
but flot to be ever outwvitted by tlîese
slow-thinking Russians."

Noshi was unwontedly excited, or she
would flot have followed lier wvomafl's in-
stinct to trust tîxis mnii enitirely, disre-
garding tlîe careful maxims of bier people.

"M1\r. Çraig-," shie said, frankly, "4the
«Kinslîu Marui' left this morning for
I-wv3n, 'wlere the troops on board wvould
be landed to i'econnoitre the neiglibor-
lîoocl. Then she was to return ivith them,
ai'riving Io-nxorrow morning. Can we
Nvarn lier, foi- if the eîxenxy remiains off
Gensan, she w'ill certainly be takien. And
theî'e is the merchant sliip, 'Taisel Maru,'
-she, too, is due lîcre to-night."

"I1 have sailed tis course in a sampan
before," said Craig, tliouglîtfully, " and
in woisc weathem'. It's not very liÉely I
can ineet yoîîr ships in tie to ;varil
theni, but I tlîink lIl try."

It %vould lie a kieisslieitai, I thlnk,
Mr. Craig."

"Is that Nipponese foi' heap big f001 ?"
1I do not cjuite follow your exalted Ilan-

gua-ge, Mr'. Craig, but keissheitai is wben
nien volunteci' to go to ei'tain deatlî for
the lionor of the E1nipe'oî'. And it 15
evident to nie timat youi ar'e veî'y really a
Chrîistian, seeing that You wvould rather
risk youi' life foi' otheî's than tluink only
of your owvii sft.

"lI am af 'aid I shail have my troubles
trying to 'live up to 'YOUr exalte(l opIion
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