Yo

Jesus said to h.s disciples.
that l am !

Simon Peter answored and said ©
she Soa of the living Gud,

And Jesus snswering, said to hun . DBlesyed

thou Simon Bar-Juna
Axp 1 aay To TuRE .

SATES OF HELL SHALL NOYT PREVAIL AGA'NST 1T,

AxnpDsnacs orve to THEE e Kevs or Tix Kine.
And wWhateoever thou shalt hind
apoit earth, 1t shall by bu snd slsunheaven  and what-
souver 1hou shalt luuso un arth shall be looscd also

POM OF HEAVEY.

feaven.  S. Matthew xvi. 15—19,

Whomn do yt;u say

Thou art Christ

beeanse flesh and bjond hath
rot revealod it 1o thee, butmy father who s in heavea.
THAT THUY ArT Perer, aNp
uPuN Tis rock | wiLt, suinod sy Cuuscn, AND TUE

art

et

N ‘.

| any

—_—

Was anvthing concealed from Pusn. who was

o styled the Rock on winch tho Charch was built, who
. received the Keys of the Klnadom aof Heaven, snd the
power nf loosing and nnding in Héaveuandon oAriht>
ii —TenrucLian Presotip xxn.

s} *Thers 13 ono Gud, and one Chureh, and one Ghaiz
.t founded by the voice of the Lurd uron Prrir

That
other Altar be erected, or a new Priestlivod eati-

" blished, besides that ons Altar, and one Pridathood,
is lmpmsnblo
. Whatever 1 dgvised by human frenzy, in vivlation of
. the Divino Orgmanco 15 adulteruus, 1mpious, sucri)o—
‘ gtous '—St
“ Al of them remaining mlent. for the Cuctrine wes
!, beyond the toach of man, Prren the Prince of the
Aposdes and the supremo hera'd of the Chuich, net
fullowing lus own inventiuns, nor ﬁenuaded by human
1 reasoning, but enligntened by t
him :

Whosoever ga\hora elsewhere,soatlers

yprian Ep. 43 ad plsbom.

¢ Father, ssys te
‘Thou art Christ, and not this alone, but the Sow

of the living God. —St. Cyul of Jerusal Catoxin b
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Oc'ro!n l——Sund -XVI after Fent T Oct
Roly Rus'x'v G Db
s g—Maunday—Angeis Goardian Doub.
“  3—Tuesday— E!cmhenuul’ M DOLH
from 1st Juue.
"« ¢_Wednesday—St Francis of ‘Assisi-
""" uym C Dout
w  5_Thursday—St. Galla, Widow Doub
Sup com &e.
¢« 8—Fnday—St Bruno, C Doub.
s 7—Samrday-—Sl.'Mark P C Doub
§up com &e.

M —

" POPULAR PROPHECIES.

?
BY F. A PALEY, M 4.

To avery sge of the wutld there has existed 2
<lasa of imposters, wha have made i their profes-
sion to {orctell comung events, an the pretence of
possessing the puwer of Interpreung the Divine
Mzad by signy, omens, porienis, and augurnies, or
of bamng faventad wih a direct wspiration {rom
ke Supreme Being Himself, to declare His will
-and coansels: long belme they were destined to
be realized. From the wme of Homer down-
wards, the writings of the Greeks and Romt 1s
sepm with the aliusions w the prophetic office,—
So.perfect a belief had they 1o the possibality of
2augipating the decrees of Providence, that they
acldom commeanced any project of unportance
anthout duly consulung the entrails of victims,
the- flight 20d sounds of birds, &c, or without
having previously obtaned the answer of certain
eatablished oracles, by which they thought them-
neives able to calculato on the pruspects of suc-
eose. The ars of the augur was a mere techni-
<al sciance 5 the guft of prophecy was an enthusi-
asm only vouchsafed to the pricsis, pricstesses,
a0d votaries of certain gods. ‘Y'he prophecies of
tha Cur wan sibyl were among the most famous
&f antiguity :

¢ Magnam cui menun a2nomemque
Delius inspirat vates, apertique fotara.”

Thay were supposed to contain the destinies
of the Roman empire, snd were guzsded with
{he most jealous care, along with other books
and documents of similar purport, by officers ex-
prasely appointed to the charge. And they were
solsmnly consulted, by order of the senate, when
any cmergency arase in the state.

Was are told by Thucydides, that before the
sommencement uf tho preat Peloponnesian war
(about 436 years before the Christian ora,)
* gany orxcles were uttered, and many predic-
Gionstn verse were sung by popular prophets,
not only among those aboot to engage in the
war, bat in other places. Moreover, Delos was
stirred by 20 earthquake, for the first time with-
in the memory of the Groeks. All which were
sansidered, end generzlly asssried, to portend
ihe coming events. And if anything of the like
kiad would chaice to bappen, it was duly 1aken
into account.

Again, sfter the dis~strous expedition of the
Athsnians 2gsinst Sicily [a ¢, 413,] the same
historian tells us that they ‘¢ were enraged with
tke praphets and oracle-mongers, znd with all
wko by their pretended divinztions bad pat them
oa the hope of sutduing Sicily.”

Once moro sfter the terrible plague which de-
vaststod Athens (8 ¢ 430), ** they remembered,
a¢ was patorzl, an oid vessc, which declared
that
¢ A Deotisn waz sliosid come, and with itsicknese

bring.?
Resposting which adispuis arode, wherher the
avil pretended wis ¢ sickoess' v ¢ famine.’—

However it was voted fur the present that i it was

‘ sickness,’ for men adapted their reminiscopces
uf the verse to the calamuty they were gufforing,
albeit I doubt not bt that if another Dorian wag
should occur, and a famine should happen a]ung
with it, mc.n would suit W very prophecy 1o
the occasion *

The persens who promulgated thess delunva
predictions, 1nterpreted them in reference to the
circumatances or prospucts of the times, were
called Joracle- monggrs, by the Athenians ; and
we may “infer fram the comic poet Amtophanes3
that thay were tbe.fév\iry pests of socinty in his
time, by ala:mmg “and giyerting wen 's minds,
as well as by meddhégm polumal matters with
wnich they had no eongern. Thcse men kept
budgets of old and often qu “__w” {ophecxea, or-
acles, and 2mbiguous predlc.lo ‘*i!o duubt they
composed many mote ex tem emrr akind of
zmprovtsalon, that js, pouesae of a certain faci-
lity of versification in the genuine oracular style,
—obscare, bombasuo, and verbose.” The Alex-
andrine Greex poem, called the Cassondra, of
Lycophron, may be'cited as an example of a pro-
phecy (composed, miee&, long after the events,
and therefore mere‘y ‘a_goeucal ﬁcuon). princi-
pally’ ifteresting “for-baig” lba most cowplete
specimen we possess ¢ of* ti Sert el Greek litera-
ture.

Of oracles it is impossible 16 8peak at fength in
a brief paper. “The aubject is vory curious; foi
the number of undoubtedly genuine oracles, pn:"1
served by Herodotus and other writers, makes it
highly probable that they were real predictions,’
and something more than—what many supposc
them to have been—mere political guesses, in-
fercnces from analogy, or ingeniovs riddles, sus-
ceptible of almost any interpreiation. Their su-
pernatural charscter is confirmed, if not positive-
ly proved,by the circnmstance which was noticed
by the Pagans themselves,® that after the birth
of Christ the ancient oracles ceased to act, thar
18, Jost the furmer power, and with it the confi-
dence of tho hesthen nutivns. Whence it is
clear (and indeed there is no reasun to doubt it,)
that such 2 power must have beea Satamic ; and
it is an swful subject 10 approach on thesc vers
grounds. For, if Satan could thus speak 1o pa-
gans, we know not how far, nor ia what way, he
may yet be permitted to deccive Christians. Or-
acles may have ceased, wnd jet the world bs as
nife as ever with his frauds and cunning dela-
sions.

To the cessation of oracles the learned Joho
Milion alludes in that sublimest of lyric compo-
sitions, the ** Ode tn the Natirity.”

** The oracles are durab :
Na voice or hideous hum
Rugps through thearched roof in worde deceiving:
Apallo from his chrine
Can'no more divine
With hollow shriek the sleep of Delphosleaving;
No nightly trance nor breathed spelt
Taspires the pale-cyed prieat in the prophetic
cell.””

In the times of the early Roman emperors the
imperial city was infested by a set of astrologers
xnd faise prophets, who, vedér tht namo of
Chaldai and Mathemotici, exercisct an influence
sa extensive and =0 pernicious, thattheir expol-
sion from the city is frequently recotded by Tac-
ites; reminding we of tho charges zlleged in
tare muderfi tmes 2gainst the Jewoits, a0d of
the similar consequences of the suspicion entér-
tained of their power aver the mindsof the great.
The city was filled;with-prophecics of all kiodasi |
got fewer than 2000'were bml by order of Au-

*

Pguams.

The Emparor Tiberius wans the most
supersuitivus of mortals, and aver had in us re
treinent a bedy of asirvlugers aboat him, to
which Jurenal alludes in ihe well known haes,
* Princapis angusta. Caprearum in rnog sedentis

,-Cum grege Chaldwo,” &o.

In the Christian Church. the prophetis power
has 1 all sges obtained more or Jogs credence.—~-
The belief 10 dreams, omens, spells, magie, and
simi'ar attemptis 10 explore ths Divine counsels,
she has ever condemned »& wicked superstitions;
but she has not decided against the facally of
propheey, and more than against that of working
miracles ;. being content with cautioning the

farhful against ignorant credulity, and the blicd

ception of unaitested cases. The human mind
has 2 strong dewre to dive into futurity,and fuse-

.stall the ordered course of events; so whet -cur-

cumspection 8 matifestly necessury, lest we
shocld he given over 1o the eflects of supersu-
tious credulity, and **God snhould send us a won-
der-wurkiaog of decepuion, to believen a he.>’®
No seusible persoa, be he Catholic ar Protestant
can.deny that ssd supersution has prevailed, and.
does yet preva:d, among thuse who listen to
every recarded miracle, every old wife’s prophes
cy, every lucal legend and family tzadiuon, every
tecount which may come to their knowledgo,
Bowever shight or dubisus the evidence of its au-

thenticity, of calanuties foretold and accomplish-
«ed accordipg to tho very letier of the prediction,
or-joretold and not yet realmed. Sopersution is
as much a part of human nature as the principle
of evil. Neither Jearning, nor civilization, not
the force of religion, nor the wisdom of the
Church, will ever succeed in dn'ving it out of the
world.

** Dici non potest,” says an old'Catholic wri-
terf of high authonty, *¢ quantum curiositas vel
cognoscend: futura et occulta, vel miracula vie
dend: vel faatend, fefellit plurmns, el 2 vera res
ligivne fraquenter zveriit. Hinc superstitiones
1 populie quee seligionem inficiunt Christianam,
dum sicut ohm Judzei sola signo querant, dem
hominibus necdum canonizatis, scripiuris quoque
pon authentecis plusquam saactis et evangelio
praestant fidem, Thatis, ** It is incredible what
mischief has been dons to true yeligion by vain
curiosity about miracles and propkecies, which
men believe in which more implicit fzith than in
the Gospel itself.”

The argament intended to be conreyed by the
preliminary remarks in the present paper, is one
uzed by St. Auagasting ; viz. to prove that erede.
lity in supernatural revelations is essentially a
heathen principls.  ** Respecting deceptive vi-
sions,”'} *¢ les them 102d what is written, that
Satan transforms Rimsclf info an angel of light
Let them bear aiso what marvellows visions and
miracles the pagans relate of their gods and their
temples; acd yot the gods of the Gentiles wern:
devils.”

That many a2l revolations have been made to
the holy saints, no Catholic will presame to
dcubt. ‘T'o do so would be as unreasonshle 2s to
givs credence to every idle tale “which artful or
designing persons may choose !oymuiu}gaxe —
¢t Despise not prophecies,” is thew;n,u siiog of
the samo Apostle§ who elsewhers waras his dis-
ciples against one ¢ whosy preseuce is aeeox&;;zg

AN , . :
® 2 Thess. ii. 10. Neither the Protestant nor
the Cashalic version gives tho exzet meaning of
the original.

t_Jean Garson, Chancellor of tho Univepityof
Paris. Quoted 10 St. Jure's L' Homme Spirtual,

206, ed.-1685.

1 Deuritase Eclesia, eap. 16. Quoted ia the
work uat refesyed 1o, p, 233, .

* Plutareh, Dé Defectys Oree Torm,

Thess. v. 89,

to the worhing of Satan, with aﬁ po%r, md
+igna, and portents of falsehgod.’ " Aénd ag:ia,
St. Jahn nys,j'  Beluved, bel;eve not erery
spitit, but prove the spirits, whother lbeg be, of
God; for many falte prophets havc goas_ for\'ﬁ
into lhe worid.” Ttis plain, thereforo that !oo
ready crednlity is not safle. We mult use
diligence to ascertain the amhenucny of eveaxy
alleged instance of supernatural powez, béfers
we yield any assent to it.  This is a eafe r'nfo
and a truly Catholic one, too. Creduhty i858
patt of Catholic doctrine ; but rither, lnasmu
as it partakes of superstition, 18 cond moed

the Church. No Catholic is bound to ei!evg »
de fide, in any particular miragle, vmon, ot ’J’-
phecy whatever, beside those xecurdod i ih -y
spired Scriptares. Even in well ntesfe&' .vm.’;':
and thuse which comes to ue with the uncuonpf
the Churcli,}' we have full liberiy to koﬁ a l&f
tral coarse. To seoff at and aonde lhem wol

be profane and faithless ; to placé the same lu
and degree of coufidence in their absolute i

as we do in those of xhc Secriptures, is Both -
wige and unnecessary. We knew not the exlﬂf
of the devil’s power in deceiving us, neithier
wo be sure of the mouves of those Wwho ro}
waonderful events. Mence there are xlways
puints to be consideted ; first, whether mpox;:f
tural warnings, predictions, and visions ire 1n.e,
(i. e. wlether they be nut mere lying mven%)
secondly, whether, if 80, they piobably procesg:
ed frum a good source or a bad ond™ *Ahd Wikt
is said of prophecies, equally applsei‘flo dréamg‘
apparitions, miracles, and every™ “of oteuy-
rence beyond or contrary {0 whai'wé cill ¢ m
law of Nature.”

I'hese remarks have been madeé in refefedié
to certain propheciés concerning’the Tate Frenek
Revolution, which appear to have gained an a-
mount of credoncs, both in England and Frahée,
truly extraordinary in those days of enhgbtened
and philnsophic enguiry. Of ihése prophecies
no less'than three Yiave come under the acfdal
ouservation of the writer ; but one only his been
published in thia country.§ They all proféés o
have predicted the great Revolutiun of 1792, and
morg ot less distincily, the events op to the lass
tragical scenes in Paris inclosivély, ddding de-
tatls of hurrers unparalleled and trinmphs uppre-
cedented yet to coms in both nations. Of tourse,
at the presunt erisis, such predictions are eager-
Iy bought up by the-igrorant a¢d the turbolast ;
for which reason alone it may-well be queationed
if thewr publication is =dviseble. “The tame cre-
dality which made men roshin crowds to pur-
chase Muarphey’s Weather Alitfanack, a.few
years ago, will make politicsl” sHrmists place
faith in 1he wildest thapsudy that was evél in-
dited from the mouth 6f an imposter. It is no:
asearted that the prophecies fn 'qusetion are all
or any of them impbstares; that is the point to
be proved; but that the bhindess confidénea is re-
posed in them oven by well-born 30d welliode-
cated persons is a poailive fact.

* The Prophecy of Orval,” purports ‘1o be a
fragment of one which, under thie title of ** Pro-
visions of  Solitary,” is wid to have been
‘printed at Luxemburg in 1584. On considering:
the ovidences of aatbenticity widdéced in the

m:)

¢ 2 Thess. ii 9. llnp;iv.l. '
From processss of Caponization.

% By Mr. Burns, July 1848, The othess are
of s:milzt import , ane in manuacript by Pere
Nestan, s Jesuit father who.died.av the closs of
the last ceatury, and who is said by shose . whe
bauded down lus prediction to. have, resuscitated
a deid child by his pfaycrs, anQLher by $ foted
aatrologer, born in Florenoe in 1508, ealied Nus.

..tmix?ut (Michel de l‘(ot;m'quu,} which, haz

or centaries past in print. .y



