
Jimus said ta h.s disciples. Whom ndu you s'y
lkaï. 1 amr

limoan Peter tsnswvored nnd eaid: Thou, art Christ
the Son af tha living God.

Antd Janus 8nsweriti, said ita iiîmn. illaseeiart
thau Simon flar-Jona hecase flt1ch anîd .ou.întha
pati revaalad it to itre, but imv frithet wlto s in Imaven.
AND 1i SAY Tra'1il1t . TitAT THlOU AIIT PZIRIt , AMI)
UPori Tiis nCc1 iIVILI. IliLî.2611 CIIUacto, AND TltC
QSTU OF IIELL 511AL I iPitEVAIL AGA18T IT-
AlUra '5NALL Ot VETOfaPi1IEE -¶tîeK KYI;OF Til:Ki.40
pou4 Or n:£AV£. Andîti-vliite,îever tlîuu shaIt liîd
apoitiearth, fo.t3hahbu b- ild lsjin lînaven sud iviit-
nouvel thon shal omsa gin 'artît shail l onccd Iaiso iii
beairun. S. Mattliewv xvi. 15-1t).
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Ocroia 1L~ind \VI arlt.r 'en: 1 ()Ct

2-Nitnday-Anneis Guardian Diîub.
3-Tueaday-Etcnthieriuis P M DOL"'

(rolu lst Jue.
4-\Vednesdy-St Francis of'Aaasii

~ .- Thursday-<it. Galla, Widow Doub
Sup cum &c.

'< -Friday-St Bruno, C Daub.
7-Saturday-St.# Mark P C Doub

Sup cnm &C.

POPITLAR PROPHECIES.

DY I. A PALEY, Ji A-

in avery age af the worid îhcre bas existed a
MM Of etiMpaters, %N ha Ve, made IL thCif praie4-
elon to fareteil cumtng eventa, an theprttence of
paeaesaing the puwer af inturpreLîflathe Divine
M.;od biy sign4, ornons, portenis, andI auguries, or
of buing fâtrti .±h a direct inspiration fram
the Supreine feing llimarif, ta decare Hlis %will

-and coanselt igng.beftoie tiiey wvere dcstined ta
be reahed. From tlue &,ne af IHomer duwn-
wards, the wriîîngs of tuie Greeks amîdi Rout 13t
sicm i:b thea iuiliiiiîicw i ipruplietic office.-
t3o.peifect a belief had they iii tpassibiity af
zatiçipatiag the decree3 of Providence, that they
.sidom eomm&nced env project of importance
wi*sout duly cansuiting the entraiils oif victims,
the. giglit and sounds of brds, &c, ar w.thout
haemS previously bained vthe answer of certain
.ausbaed oracles, by which thcy thaught them-
eesives ale tao alculata on the prospects af suc-

so The art oi the augur wzs a more techni-
çai acittoce; the Rift of praphecy was an ent hua-
.utonly ochsaied ta the pricats, Prîeaucsscs,
31d.Yoatres of certain gads. 'lho praptiet;iesaf
the. ur sun sibyl were among the most famous
A( antiqnity:

eMagnant cui mentin anammnqoe1Deijus inspirai vates, apartîque fttra."1

T.uey were supposed ta cantain the destinies
e lhe Roman empire, and were gcaaded %with
the malt jetlous care, alung with ather booka
anid document?, ofasimilar purport, by officers ex-
prisuly appainted ta the charge. And thcy %vitro
solemtnly cansulted, by arder af the scnate, ivhen
»y eomergency arase in the state.

W. arc taid by Thucydides. that before the
saomfenoement of the great Peloponnesian war

(about 430 years before the Christian ara,)-1

"mnany arales were uttercd, sud msriy predic-
Cossli verte ivere sung by papular prapheis,
aot only arnng thase about ta engage in the
war, butina ather places. Moreaver, Delos wal
etirred by %n earthquaice, fur the firs: time with-
ini the tncmory of the Greeka9. Ail whicb werc
.tnîidered e.nd generaily assorted, ta por:end
%lie comning events. And if anything af the lika
ktud wauid chat ce ta happen. it was duly taken

totaaccount.
Again, after the dis'strous Cxpediljatà af the

à,ttrians against Sicily [a c, 413j] the saute
historiait tells us that they 4 were cntaged whh
ibe propbcts and aracle-mangers, anîd wiîh a&H
Who by their pretended diviritions bad putt deoe
Can the ape o a a)ing Sicily."1

Once moreafater the terrible plague which de-
vtgstad Athent (SI c 430), «'tbey remembered,
w wuvataar, anaid ter-st, '%ich decisred
thés

'ADbtix&v swat omaditia it ickon
b-*mg;'

fLuPoçtsîîg wbich aA.i'P~Is 4arum4, whether the
-te PîaeadD W '«&& "ee' lo -g * .

Ilovvever it was voted fur the present that il was
1 itknes ,' for men ada 1 tod tlîeir retniniscopcea
.f tha verso ta the calawiîy they wcre RuEU rin&,
aibeit 1 daubit net but that if anather Durian warý
shauid occor, and a famine ehotild happen aluni
withi it, mtn wnuld suit tbls very prophccy to
ihoe occasion

The persoaswha promulgated ihese deuiî
predactions, interpreted them in reference ta ithe
circumsatances or prospects of the timeq,, were
called '0raCc-omngrs, by the Athenians; and
we may inter trotai ihe camic pilet Ârstophanes1
that they were u. ypests ai saclatyin Ià
time, by alaîmir su ïd .e:yerting men'& mids,
as weli as by mé.dligln oitinal matters wib
wnich îbey had' no c rn., maep
budgets ai aid andi often j6uî'ornp{aphecies, or-
aclejç, andi ambiguaus ped[iin 0doubit they
composed many more e= te, pd eîng alinçi of
improuisâtari, that is, poeuesse uota certain faci-
lity ai versificiltîan in the genaine oractilar style;.
-obscare, bombastia, ?îd verblose. " The Alex-
andrine Greex poâri, called the Casanka, af
Lvcaphran, nîay bè cited as an example ofa pro-
phecy (campased, ir.deed, long alier the events,
and therefare rnerely,:_,Mieal fiction). princi-
paiifliieresting ,.r-iï,., iotcomplete
apecimen we posss t e .éGreek litera-
turc.

*Of oracles il i. impassible îé, îpeak ai Iength in
a 'rief paper. 'Thea subjeet is very curibua; fai
the atimber ai undoubiedly genuine Wrc~
served by Herodotus and 'ather writers, makqs ih
bighiy prôbsble that tbay werere2l predictions,*
and sarnething mare than-vv bat many suppose
tbem ta have been-mere p<littcal guesses, in-
férences framt analogy, or ýngenioiis riddles, sus-
ceptible of alniost any interpreiation. Titeir su-
pernaturai character is caîîflrmed, if nat positive-
ly pravcd,by the ci rcuiinistance wvhich was naticed
hy the Pagans tliemselvts,0 iliat af:er the birîh
af Christ the anciant arac!es ccascd ta nct, that
ls, last the tonner power, and %with it the confi-
dence aifdihe i;tlien nations. Wbence itl. i
cicar (and indeed tl.ere is no ressua ta daubL iQ,
that soch a power niîaat have been Sataic ; ad
il is an :iv;ful subject ta approach on these very
grounds. For, if Saana culd thut speak ta pa-
gans, vre knaw nt ot atr, nor la wiîat wvay, ho
may yet be perrnitted ta deccive Christians. Or-
scies May have ceased, :.nd yet the worid bc as
rie as ever with bis frauda and cunoing delu-
siens.

To the cessation of oracles tbe icarned John
Milton alludea in that sublîmest ai lyric compo-
sitions, the IlOde ta the Natîiviy."

"The oracles are dumb:
Na voice or hideous hum

Rans tbrough thea.rhed roof i wordsdeceiving:
Apollo tram bis chrine
Canno mare divine

With hoilow ahriek the aleapaof Delphosieaving;
No nightly tace nor breathed spa1!

Inspires the pale-cyed pricat ini the praphetic
Ccll."

lu tihe imerafthe early Rreman empercra the
imperial City wus infestedl hy a 8et ai astrolngcra

rand taise pTaphets, who, ued$r ibb nama af
*2.Aaioi and Mal)iiemozîca. excrcisd u influence

en extensive and su pcrnicious, that licir expul-
%ion frot the city is freýqnentlv rccoided by Tic-
itas; reminding ui oft tho chargesilega* ini
minra moderfi t-rnes againit the Jesaits, and af
the similar eansequcnccs or the suspielon'entér-.
tsined ofitheir power aver the mindaci the great.
The City was fllecLi:propbecies et ail kinda-;
cal fewer han 200'wgr bumot by ords or' Au-

**Pluaîarc, De Deftait .c.ln

gostus. The Eunparar Tibortus Was the rnost
euperatitîuus of marta]$, and eoer bad in hie ru
tircîtîcat a body of asîrolugers about hurp, ta
wliich Jorenal allodea ia tht well known lunes,

Principis anguas. Caprearum un ri'noeeenttsý.ÇoAm gruge Ghahar," &c.
In the Chritiau Chorch. the praphetie jpower

bas un *il uges ubîamned mare ar leili& redence.--
The belief in dreans, amena, spells, magie, and
sanîl'ar attempta te explore -tht Divine canseis,
sie bias eser coademnned as wîalîcd suerstitions;
but she has not doctded agmîissi the taaiîly of
prapheey, andI mare ihar against that uf workung
miracles ; - being content wîth cautioning the
.fai.hfiu against ignorant credulity, andI the blind
ception ai onattested cases. The humait mmd
lias a strong dosute ta dive joi t iivnty,and fuiie-
-stai the ordared coursai eventa ; sa ttiat cir-
cvamaptea te taniao:çeai' ecetaty:, last'.Ne
ahould ho given over ta tht aflects af superaIs-
ticas credulîty, and "(sud snould &ead us a won-
der..wurking ai deception, ta belueve in a ho."*
Nu sensaible perioo, hbc îe Catholte or Protestant
aan.deny that dad supersttao lias prevatied, antI
dues yet prevati, amang those wbo isten ta
e very recarded miracle,- evcry aid wife's propha.
cy, evary local legend aad family tradition, every
accouant which may etîme ta their knowledca,
bowever alîghitir dubtuue the evudence oftits au-
thentîcity, ai calamuties faretaud aund accamplisb-
49 accordipg ta tho vcry Imter cf the prediction,
ar-f'oretaltd andi net yet reslrsed. Superstitiantas
as much a part of huaita nature as the princîple
ai cvii. Neather learning, nar civilization, nor
the force of religion, car the wisdorn ai the
Cborcb, wili ever aecceed in drving it autoftthre
world.

Il iai non potes," &*ys an old-Catholic wri-
tort of bigh authority, I quantumn curiositas vol
ecgnoscetîdi futura et occulta, val racula vi-
deuids vel fliniendi, fefeilît plurmmus, et a vera te-
ligione irequenter avertit. lJ-hec aperstitîanes
un populis qute -cl:gionem inficiunt Christuanam,
domt sicut ohat Judmi sala signa qutrrant, dam
baminihos aecdum cananizatis, soripluris quoque
non authenuecis plusquatu sauctis et evangelia
pritatant fideta. That la, I t is incredible wirst
mischief bas bean done ta truc religion by vain
curiaaity about miracles and praphecies, whicb
mon believa la whîch mate implicit Laith than ici
the Gospel itsl."

Tht argument intendeti ta be eovîvoytd by tht
preliminary rcmavks in the preseat paper, fa one
uued ty S t. A ugastine ; riz, ta pro-ve that credtz-
lity in sopernataral revelationa,15 s entially a
Acadien principie. R11especting deceptire ni-,
iaas,"* let them road whai la writîen, that
Satan transfornis himascf imb au cngt'l of ligNe
Uta thern Loir alto vbat marveliotra visions and
miracles the pagans relaie ai their- goda andi thoir
tempîles; =atyet thc goaofaithe Gentil"s wee-
devils."

That many ieoal rcraiations Lave been mnate ta
the hoiy saints, no Catholia will presame ta
icabt. 'ru do sa would le as unreasanalile a= ta

give crédence lu every idle tale whichî artul or
deaigning persoas nay chos ioinrouIlgae.-

D"e maiot prophccie," la stbe,87 iirý1et
the saute Âpcsle§ Who cl"cwbere Wiro is dis-
ciples aginst one " whosu presénce fa aaceiaing

Q Thess. ià. 10. Neither thec Protestant nor
the taiholc veiion gives the exact meaniug ofai
the original.

t.Jean Garson, Chancelraofthe UnivcTityor
Paris. Quotcd unSt. Jure*e's VHo-meSpnttual,
P. 1206, ed'.1685.

j De uriao2 Edesioe cp. ler. Qizoted i s the
work cet treqerd to, p. -2-

ta thQ warkig ,f Setan, with àllepaýer, isé
ligne, andpatients of f4iahod." n, gshè,W
St. Jhn says,' Ileloved, bel1eve ýnai , every
spirit, but provo the spirits, wbhet e 0b oaf
Goti; for trany faite praphets hâveà one-'4
into the woid" Itis plain, theratore " 1h1 nt 1
ready crednlîity la no ia sfoi. We muiuoe
diligence ta ascertain the authentirstly oIleemy
aileged instance ai supernaturul powe U

we yield any assent ta il. Thtis la a se ràs
and a îruly Catholie one, ton.C. Geduity i
part oi Cathalia doctrine ; but riiiier, iiis ZiL«
au il paitakes ai auperstition, ta ec*ud mredéj,
the Church. No Cathultuia isbaînd o' ~ta ellen
Cie, in avv particular mnirac, visiona, or fp
phecy whatever, be!àide tho8e reçuidad 0
spired Scriptarca. Even in wél lel la
and those which cornes ta us wiîh the'sjnihoeg
the Churelh4 wc hava luii'liberiy t ýo Î
tral coursa. Tu sefr ai and déride theis wo
ba profane and iaitiîes ; ta plècé, thé sArnoki
andI dagree nf conifidence in thair absoutet
as we do in those or the Seriptures, is luthb 4-
wise and sinnecesa "" We knew 'nethé ixiiW
or the devil's power in decelving as, neitiier 4A~
wo he sure ai the motives ai thase ivlo ie
wonderfuul even t3.Ience there are always à
points ta be considered ; firat, whether âû
turai wartîings, predictions, and visions irét1î
(i. e. wfietber ttîey be nut niere lyingitvdn%î)
8eeîîndly, whether, ifsa, thcy piobabf,ér
cd frum as good source or a bâdti i dH W
is said of prophetcieta, eqaally a l r
apparitians, miracles, a nd everf~~o'e~
rence bayand or contrary ta whtV à~l"b
lawt ai Nature."-

l'bcse rernarke have bec autidè in refbeài~é
tu certain prapheclea concernîngthe laie Fiesic3i
Revolution, which appear ta have gained an.a-
tatint of credâncé, bath in Eiglsnti and Frzte,
truly extraardinary in those days ai cnligbtéhed
and philousophie enquiry. Ot iéasèpropiîec<
ni) lûcsshan three have corne coder the aei(ûal
observation cfute wîter ; but one only bite been
publiifiedla thia country.§ They all piretraî
hava predicted the great Revalatbofa 179-0, anîd
mars or lats distincrly, the everîts op ta the las%
tragical scories la Paris irrlusivély, atlding de-
tatîs ai honrors unparalleled and triumplis copra-
cedented yc: ta corne in bath nations. *Of t:Ôars,
ai the present criais, mach predictione are elger-.
iy bouillt np by the-igrotrant 'ait'h tunrTiolùàt.
for whicb reason alone it may-well b. qUeateone*3
if iheir publication is zdvliseble. Th'e rame cre-
dulîty which miade men 'ush in crôwds ta pur-
clise Marpbieys Weather Alvianaclc, a. few;
year3 aga. will make political alirîiùisà place
faith b be wildest hapsaody that *as eV& in-
diteti tram the mouih cran itnpoilr. It ix no:
aesertcdl thai the prophteciesina qdetiocti are all
or %ny of them ipttr; Ilal ir tie point ta
bc proved; bat that thé blindes: ýnneddflýiee ae-
poscd 'in thoni aven by wv-al-bora uand wel'odi-
cated persans is a positive fa.

11The Praphecy ai OrRl," purpcr ta -ta be a
fragment ai ontevvhich, tcoder the titis ai 48Pr%>-
visions oai&. Salitsry," la aid ta baye beec
prinied autILuxemburg ila15WOht conideiinir
the oidiencas of anbenticiti laddocéd linlthc

* Theussii 9. ti1Ep. iv. 1.
IFrom processes of Cananimation.
SBy Mr. Boras, Juty 1848. Thie athers are

ai ainla Mpor , ;ne in m&asrïi- bY Fe
Necon, a Jasui:t athar who.diedav :istee at
the lait century. and who la m".>j ibo.e.pbs,
baodcd down hîs -bdcto i t" nre esschtated
.a deid cbila by bis rayers, a4IiberV aii'6ted
*.atrologcr, bora in îIlorenoe in r SÔS; tillaWMe.

îriudapus(2ichei 4e ais~p, h a;;
ltcC ror centuries pas'. To print.

RALIFA, I't~Itlit 3o, 8sus.

NVns anviihiing onîceaicd ftm IgrEn, who a
alyled the lROCK<ait wllleh the Church was bàujU, Who
tecaîi'ed the Keys of the lingdam (i Hnittvn, si the
lioworal loisititi antI hinding in HÔa'euandon eiribh-3

1-TcîuItTULie.Proesovip xxii.
Il 'lira iaune Guti, mananeChtircb, adaoneo a

* o fided by the voice of the Lord urom PÏKT:R Thît
iny ailier A ltar lie erected. or a new Prirtitioôil.

lîshaed, besides tilat une Altzir, and une PrléathoW,
lB impo.-sible. WVhosoever gaiiera else w hare, scatieys
Whlsevur iii dçvisted by hurnan freîîzy, in Viu!laian of
il e Dimvine Orqtimaice, in adultertius, impious, i'sscrile-
gîoUs "-st. C ypriati Ep. 43 ad plebzai.

IAl if lein renining sifent, for to ulne ,Wu
beyand the~ ranch of mai, PcTrei the Prince of' the

jApostles andth te suproino herti!d of the Clîtnch, nos
fulum, ng lits owni inventions, nor pernasued by humait
reasoinen.,but aîîligîotened by t heo atiier, gays le
hM: 'iotu art Ç'uqst, and nos thié alennibit t1w &W
of te living (Jod.-St. Cyril ai Jorusal. Cat. ei. LS,


