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affect the Bishops (M'Donnell and Smnith), inas-
inuclà as ail the inonies a!lotwed tlme Vicariate by
the Association lias been employed in paying time
expenses of students in severat coileges in lireland
and France, the passage of iision aries, and such
vestments and Church plate as have been strictly
necessary. This Mr. Clioiselat Gallien, of P>aris,
treasurer of the Association, who kindly acted
gratuitoîîsly as agent for the Bishops can certify.

1h is xveil kncwn throughout the Vicariate Chat
the Bishops %vere alivays penriiless, for the wants
of tic mission wvcre so great and so pressing that
they deprived thcmselves of everything thcy pos-
sessed to assist in supplying tbem :a fev facts will
elucidate this. They found on tlîeir arrivai in the
Vicariate but twelve priests, most of wvhomn ivcre
inflrm, metiely able te say Mass. There are now
fifty-two pi iests : there was not then a good Catho-
lic sehool in the whole Vicariahe ; there is now a
convent, Nvith eighheen professed religious ladies,
who instruet a gicat number of pupils in their first-
rate boarding sehool, their day school, and poor
sehool. There are, besicles the colla-ge, nuinerous
other good Catliolie schools. The Bishops found
but fourteen churches and chapels in. the Vicariate,
rnost of which %vere in a dilapidated state ; there
are nowv forty coînmodious churches and nineteen
suitable chapels, cither lately erected or substan-
tially repaircd. Severi islands and othier locali-
tics in tlie Vicariate would have been deprived
altogctfier of the miinistry of Catholie Clergymen,
were it not for the charitable aid afforded theml by
the Bishops. If further proof be required of their
disinterestedness, it wvill be found in the fact that
the pious, the amiable, the enlightened, and tie
universally beloved Riglit Rev. Dr. AI'Donnell
died considerably in debt, contracted not on his
own accomit, bnt on that of religion and Christian
bencuolence ; and Chat biis successor- and friend,
the Iliglt 11ev. Dr. Smiith, lias deciined aceepting
assistance fioin any quarter to liquidate tlîc amount.
He bias mer ely askcd and obhained a fev monthl
indulgence fromn the creditors to enable him to pay
the suin in question.

Arrangements have been macle for the establish-
in- of six neii' missions in the Vicariate, and there
are six clergymen engaged for the purpose in
Europe, but wiho, unifortunately,, cannot nowv corne
out for wvant of the necessary funds ho pay their
passage. It i8 earnestly hopedi here, and devoutly
desired, that the Association for flhe Propagation of
the Faith, on hein- convinced (whlîi ih witi, no
doubt, soon be) of the utter falsehood of the state-
inents forwarded zo it, %vill again extendJ its timely
and charitable aid to this afflieted, but :,nsolatory
mission.

The progress of our boly i eligion, la a spiimitual
point of view, is still more gratifying. Great num-
bers are cormtinuas&.y abandoning a life of sin ho

emibrace one of penance and reconciliation ivith
the Alinighty. About five thousand porsons, well
instructed in the principles of the faith, have been
:onfirined this year in a portion of the Vicariate ;
numerous firse communions are made everywhere
in it after six or more raonths' careful preparation,
under pious mnen and ivoiien, wçho assist the cl-ergy
in their insiruction. Last Sunday about twvo hun-
drcd permins made tlieir first communion in the
Cathiedral, their whbite dresses, their edifying de-
ineanor, arnd the abundant tears thai ir'reamned,
'from their eyes, on receiving the holy Eucharist,
madle a dJeep impression on the vast congregation
(liere assembled, aînd clearly proved how admira-
bly hhey had been prepared, and ho %vhat good
account they hiad turncd their six days' Spiritual
Retreat. A short, but cloquent discourse was de-
livered before and after Communion, given to themn
by the Bishop, at seven o'clock Mass. An impres-
sivz- sermon w~as preached before Confirmation,
ivhiih bis lordship administered after High ?Mass.
About a thousand persons ivent to Coimunion on
the saine auspicious day. Much praise is justly
due ta the 11ev. Abbc Bi3rtue, and thi, other cler-
gymien of the parish, for their saccess'ul exertions
on this interesting occasion.

Marriage amongd.- the negroes was formerly
almost unknown. 1h is now, tlia;ik Cod, quite
frequent amongst hhemn; indeed, st.ch is ilieir own
feelings, on the subjeet, that in processions, or
other rendezvouts, the places of bonour and dis-
tinction are invariably given to married people,
who otherwise, froin Lleir ineans and pcsition in
the coînmunity, could not prehend to them. In
fact,' there is scarcely a mission to be found in any
clame where the clergy are more respected, where
there is less acrimoûny existing amongst Christians
of various religious denominahions, or where pious
! and zeatoub rnissionary labours are crowned wiýh
,such ample success.

l3lessed be God, peace and harmony amor.gst
the Catholie clergy and lairy are co-exhensive Nwitlt
the Vicariate-the prospects of religion are bright,
if but a suficient numiber of faithful labourers can
be àecured for the harvesh, whlîi is ripe, and very
abundaut. Let us pray to *lie Lord of the Vine-
yard to choose them, and sunr: Ibiein ho a portion of
ih, and the most sanguine expectations of the
friends of truc religion will bc realized.

Should the above bc deemed worthy of a corner
irn your truly Ciatholic and widely-circulated paper,
by inserting it you will grcatly oblige,

Sir, your very obedient humble servant,
A Cou mspoSTpFT.

Trinidad, Dec. 10, J 544.
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SEP-T. S.-A Pontificial Higli Mass w~as sun, by


