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‘T'he editor of Tar CaiTic is rvaponsible for the viowa expressed in Editorial Notesand
Articlos, and for auch only 5 but the editar {4 not to be understood as endorsing the senti-
tuents oxpressed in the articles contributed to this journal. Oar ers are capable of
approving or dicapproving of any part of an article or contents of the paper; and after
oxercising due care as to what is to appear in our columns, we shall leave tho rest to their
intelligent judzment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Newfoundland affairs appear to be nearing s crisia,.  On Friday a protest
was read in the House of Communs against the Government's proposed
cuticive Jegislatio., the Coiupial Legislature asking that the legislation bz
pestnoned until the colony can be Leard in defence of its cause. A depu-
talinn is to leave Wewfoun lland for England immediately.

The fitty-fiist Congress of the United States, which czme to a closs on
the gth inst , was so extravagant that it has gained the name of the “ Billion
Congre-s.” It has, morcover, left toitssuccessor numcrous embarrassments
=nd difficulties. The currency question and revenue problems will be
ticklish cnough for the incoming Democratic Houso to handle. Thesurplus
has been wiped out, and cither additionsl taxes wiil have to be imposed or
an economical policy followed as to expenditure,

Tue Critic makes its sppearance to-day as a twenty page paper, a frct
which we feel sure will be appraciated by our readers and advertisers. During
the six years and a haliof cur cxistence as a newspaper we have endeavored
12 kecp up 10 the standard simed at in the beginning, and supply nothing
but reliable news in all our departmente, and kecp our columus free from
cheap and pasty literature of all kinds. We feel confident that our efforts
have met with 2pproval, and our constamily growing circulation testifies
that the people of the Maritime Provinces liku o read a wholesome news
paper.  We therefcre have great plessure in increasing ourspace, and shall,
as usual, make it our 2im to give our subscribess every weck the largest
eupply prssible of nhigh class reading such’as has made Tnr Criric, besides
being valuable to the mining, manufactuting and commercial men of the
community, the best family paper in the Maritime Provinces.

The Damivion blue books for 1890 are arriving daily now, and some of
these ar< espeenlly valuable  Once of the bast is the Archives of Capadz,
prepared by Mr Douglas Brymner, Dominion Archivist. Mr. Biymaoerisa
journalist ¢t experience, and this fact doubtless accounts for the style of
writing, whick is clear, interesting and readable  The reporis before us con-
tain much thatis valuable. The London Record office has been levied on
1o a great extent. To Cauadians this issue is of deep and absorbing interest,
for the ground covered beloogs to a period of our history which is fall of

striking and pictureeque incidents, The making of Canada is here clearly
exemplified, the documents published treating of the two older Provinces
from the period of their formation inta Upper and Lower Canada, oxtending
in the casc of the former to 1817, and of the latter to 1823. The documents
exhibit the organization of the Provinces, including the early legisiation,
and in the papers are to be found correspondence, reports, etc., relatiug, in
both Provinces, to the eveutful war of 1812-15. Mapy of the papers to be
found in this report cannot be seen elsewhere.

The reports of the British Tenant-Farmers® delegates, wito visited Canada
at the request of the Dominion Government last summer to report on the
agricultural resources of the country, have heen published. The first three
patts of thesc reports we have reccived. ‘The fourth is not yet ready.
They are extremely favorable to Canada #s a setiling place, and point out
the many sdvantages offered to immigrants. What we are particularly glad
to notice is that the recommendition is to settlers of a desirable class,
farmers with small capital and young men and women who are strong and
able, and willing to work st good wager. The extensive circulation of the
reponts in Creat Britein and Ireland will do wnuch towards making Canade
favorably known. We hope the day has gone by when Cansdi was con-
sidered a 1and of snow and ice, the climate consisting of nine months win-
ter and three months cold weather, bat stilt thers i3 much misconception to
be removed. [t is intended, if possible, to place a copy of these reports
in the hands of every farmer in the United Kingdom. The London Daily
GQraphic of March 6:h has a most sa.isfactory article on the subjzct by J.
G. Colmer, C. M. G., secretary to Sir Charles Tupper, whichis embellished
by portraits of the deicgates who visited the Donunion Jast summer.

A policeman's lot may not be a happy one, and doubtless long hours on
duty are tryiog to the spirits. Nevertheless there are duties to be performed
which in a quiet city like Halif2ax should not be neglecied by the geatle
bobby. The public mind is being stirred to its depihs just no.w about the
duties and the failings of the weiabers of our police force, scme people
incliviog to think that they tied sympathy and others that they neglect
their duties in slmost every respect.  \When 0 many complaints are mado
it is obvious that there must be something loose about the performance of
duty by the preservers of the perce, but unless they are properly organized
and instructed what else can be expected. The appointment of a truant
officer to look afier children absent from school has bLeen receiving the
attention of the City Fathers, and an officer has been appointed for this
special duty. This to us secms ncedless. It would scarcely be fair o
remark that the officer might sce fit to neglect his duty, but surely if the
policemen on duty in the city now cannot succaed in looking after truants
1t will b2 of liti}e use to have a special officer.  Boys are noted for their
ingenuity,and if they don't zontrive to outwit the truant officer it will signify
that the latter is a very smart man  The fact is that the ciy, although
quiet, is not kept in that state of perfection that ougint to characterize it,
and the police force docs need to be more eflicient. A stranger, vicwing
our babbies, would certainly say that they do not leok as if they were over-
worked or undezfed, and that such a stalwart brdy of ‘nan should be able
to do a large amount of work.

‘ What shall we do with the Dago? " is a question not quite s0 absorbing
28 the question,'*What shall we do with the Mafia 1" promises to becomc since
the New Orleans massacre. The enormity of the various crimes committed
by the people concerned have been talked over by almost everyone in
America.  First there was the murder of Chiet Hennesscy, thon the failure
of tho jury to convict tho men who, it is almost certain, killed him, =2nd
laatly the rising of theindignaot people lo sweep the murderers from the
earih. It is drplorable from whatever point it is viewed. 1t was hard lines
for tho members of the jury to feel that if they brought in a verdict of
guilty against those men that their own lives would probably pay the for-
f~*;, just as Hennesacy's did for an offznce against the Mafia, but they should
bavo doue their duty. Murderers should die the death, and if jutics can
be intimidated, as in this case, there is no getting over the fact that the
sword of justice must be unsheathed by somcone. The Mafia is a sccret
sceiety of Italians, and there should be no shadow of sravering in the
jestice wneted out to its murderous members, The Itslians in the United
States are, it appears, organizing to rovenge the death of the lynched men,
but as the question of citizenship is doubtful, it is probable that Italy will
be quite willing to accept auy proof that may be offered 10 show that they
were naturalized Americans. The King of Italy is said to deplore the
revengeful nature of his subjects and discountenances secret societies,
If a stern and impartisl administration of law were observed in the Ugpited
States the populace would have found nonecessity to rise and rid themselves
of the murderers,




