6 The Presbyterian Review.

Union of the Protestant Churches in
Canada.
Rgv. D, MoRax, D.D., St. Joux, N.B., Ex-Mopgraron.

FIRST INSTALMENT,

1. Tuar Union of Denominations is desirable—Union of all be-
Hevers 10 the Lord Jesus Christ as the one Saviour of humanity—to
dhis, as an abatract proposition, no right thinking man can possibly
gico sny answer but one. Tho prayoer of our Lord—the oconsocration
prayer—dictatos the sentiment which must actuate all who love Him ;
—~* That they all may bs one ; as thou, Father, art in mo, and I in
thee, that they also may be cne in us ; that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.”’

The question assumes s different aspoct when it is askod, \What do
or should wo understand by Union} To be real, to be effectivo in the
seose 2nd for tho purposs intended by our Lord, ought it and must it
neods be corporate T Doca it domand oneness in relation to such par-
ticulars as form of giving expiession to our doctrinal beliefs ; manner
of administering discipline ; ceremonies, customs, rites doemod essen-
tial in worship ; Method of Church-government ? Or, is it possible to
agroe to rogarding a variety, a great variety of points cnbraced under
the foregoing propositions aa uncasential, and still to amvoe at a baus,
bailding upon which Christisns may fairly speak of themselvea as one,
msy, t00, and shall act towards each other in th: vatious relations of

;‘aiulicd activity as being ndlyl::i: 1 @

'or my Own part, My experence me toqasstion the possibility
of achionyng what & Lnioge?nclcdmg what 13 thua outlined vronl%l
imply. Aund forther, 1 am hardly prepared to contend that such a
Ugion s, in t circumstances, desirable. It is not clear to me
that tho religious fervour of Jur communities has reached such an
cosegy of life as (humanly apeaking) to permit of the Christian Church
dispensing with tho stimulus to its eflorts arrivable or resulting from
thecombative tendencios ofour complicated being,—from rivalry,—from
¢ preaching Christ out of envy aud atrife.”” My foar is that, as human
nature is, were the whole stress of ** eartyingon the work,” suddenl
entrusted by Providence to the spirit of *good-will,” that wor
would collapse, and upon the missionary and evangelizing movementa
of our age,—yes, upon the very pulpit—the church-life of ous most
healthily organized denominations, & blight would descend zkin to
that of the Dark Ages, or of tho eighteenth centary in Europe.

No oze, looking over whether tho past or the presant aspect of the
Christian Ages, can {ail to sce how largely evil hay been overruled for
ﬁxﬂ,—hcw the Tord has * made the wrath of the wicked to prase

im,"—how prafoundly the Church of Christ has been indebted to
controversy, to rivalry, to the polemical, and the competitive. All of
these statoments oonld be abundantly illustrated foom history. Bat
meaawhils, I must be content to stets my present conviction s to the
desimability. Should ountwzrd, visible, corporate Taion ever be ar-
tived at, it will be the issnoand resalt, in my beliel, not of deliberation
aiming at sotting forth carefally clipped statements of points of agres-
ment, and points apon which denominations may be persuaded to
“a to diffez.” It will come, rather, fiom the offect of ** a rushin
wighty wind ™ from heaven, creating a tide of *“ the love of God ah
s " in **all hearts by the Holy Ghost,” 80 overwhslming that it
shall aweep vur potty difforences out of sight and out, we may hops, of
existence forerar, leaving usface to facs with **pone but Josos oaly.”
On any othe: supposition ot method, 1 am apable to regard Thaton
among the decominations as cither desirable or practicable.

2. Passing awsy from this phase of the subyect for the moment,
thongh it woold be sasy to occapy p:ge? apoa the varied qnutio::i
aspects, rations it embraces, lot e, from my own exporience, d
fox"’f lin::‘:rith the * devising of a basis of Uni%n."

Open belors ms are the minutes of & series of meeting, fire in
numbez, bold in my houss during 1890. In that year, a beloved and
most highly tod, broad-minded clorgyman of the Episoopal
Chureh, pro; s wo should come together, inviting ministers of
alt tha denominationa represented in St. Joknu, to discuss this very
question, Aeeording:s three representatives from ezch of the follow-
ing bodies weze invited :—Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist and Presby-
terirn, togother with thoe only Con, tional minister resding in this
city. Twelve responded ;—slthough, after the fint meeting the
Baptisis coared toattend, and the Congregatioas] minister (who was
moat thorocghly and intelligeatly in sympathy with our movement)
had immediately after our third conference gone to Earope.

The chair was Leken at cach conference, by a different minister,
titlngnlthngud to denomination, —the ﬁmbm baing peesided
orer by tho sajor minister present ;—an Ept ian canoa.

Weagreed to take for basis of discussion the resolotions known a3
thoae of ** The Langham Street Confersaca.” And, at our second cons
fersnce, we noanimously ted the resclationt relating to Christisa
faith, Christian mwonality, Christian discipline, withoot amend-
wment. With reforeace to Christian worship, for the rasolutions of the
Langhem brethren, was substituted the following, which waa drawn

p b{ & Presbytesitn and eadosaed by all present (inclodisg, besides
Treabytorians, a Methodist brothes, and a very 2dtanced Ritaaliat, sa
Anglicss and the broad-minded clergyman tn whowm, mainly, thehold-
ing of these meetizgs of ocrs wasdoe)—

¢1) ** That rigld aniformity in pabliz worshipis undesirable.
ue&:]).;"'l‘%n, on ono hand, the ubunm of de::bo:!: in hy:nni.

turgics, stc., may the Christian church —may wit
“doe to docttinal t ?Ll‘ndy used by all Chmmr.z

) on the other , the nse of extsmpors prayes in

*¢ public worship ia legitimate, and indsed commendable, wherocustom
st or special circwastannes render it mors to edification.”

On the Christisn sacramonts, the Langhaw resolution was adopted
with the amendment of tho first clauss so as to read : *'That whilo it
is the duty of every ono to sk to koow,” eto. On thd Christian
Chruch and ministry part ono, ssction first was mped. and soction
socond amended by emmitting the words “* s s 1% in both clauses,
and substituting tho articlo *“'tho * beforo **indwelling.”

So far our Conforenco got on swimmingly. One of the brethren
present, tho advanced Ritualist, scemed somewhat amazed at leerning
what the sacramncntal viows cxpressed in tho Westminster Confecsion
of Faith actually were. They were, ho thought, suficiently ** pro-
nounced ”* to satisfy him.

At last we m:.cﬁed our final consideration of tho Christian Church
and ministz.

In regard o this sul ject, the minutes beforome read as follows :—
« The Non-Conformist strictures appended to Part I. of the resolutions
“on the Christian Church and ministry wero further discnssed,
stand the following resolution regarding them was adopted:
**That, inasmuch as wo are unablo 1o perceive the reason for the in-
¢ gortion of thess clagses ¢ they ba omitted.” A very full and frank
st diccussion of Part IL asa whole followed, after which section 1.
“way agroed to. The considerstion of the remaining clauses was
* postponed to a fataro meeting,” which has not been held, nor is it
likely to be, for reasons which will presently appear.

rom tho foregoing it will be observed that our little Conference
was of one mind with regard to what most of us—I mean, moat Presby-
tenans—would deem *‘the Fundsmentals.” Doctnne, distipli,
worship, —the word sazraments and prayer,—as to our views of one
and all, 10 prnciple, we were & umit.  Our absolately irroconcilable
daiferences arose whon we reached the pownts beanog chiefly upon
human asthority,~upon man’s official place in the administration of
the Church of Chnst.

What 15 the mimstry$ Who are entitled to ordaim, dispenso
sacraments, presch, eto3  Here, two of our Episcopalian brethran, if
they wall tolerate the word, mmply 1cfused to sdmit of apy posubality
of sorupromise.

One of theso two was gumito wilhing to discuss the guestions of
*“Holy Orders,” * The ~Historic Episcopate,” ** Apostolical
Suaocession,” etc., at any length—bhis own mind upon the snbjects
being, of coares, defimtcly settled—the other virtually or orertly
alleging that toom for discussion there was npone. 13l
belief is,” he said in effect, **that, during the ‘forty days’
ehpsizﬁ betwoer the Resurrection and the Ascensionm, one, if
not the chief employment of our Lord was,—instructivg his
disciples as to the fonn whick the charch, in its doctrine,
ritual, and, above all, its government, shounld assume,—* speaking of
the thm% pertaining to the Kingdom of God'—and that the result
was the Episcopal Church of Eogland.” *In short,™ I at length
said, ** you believe that the Church of En§hnd system, as it now 1s,
like the New Jerusalem, eawne down oat of Heaven from God.” ‘I
do,” was the instant reply. And so ended tho matter. Further
rearks as to the changes actaally undergone by that Charch during
the ccatanss, as to the divisions now auisting withio het ranks, ag
the cunous comment furnished by theso divisiona opon tho heavenly
onﬁm of her sy3tem, eic., wers, of courst, precluded by constesy.

t mili thas bo gatherod tbat the distinctio . scparating denon..
suations have been and, therefors, sro likely to bo more cuncerned
aboat side tszues (30 most of them seemad to me to bej than about the
groat underlying verities of the Gospel.  While the Baptists, e.g., will
persist in averring that BaFﬁsm means chinfly ““a wode ™ of doinga
oertun thing, instead of denoting mainly **a stato declared or
cffected,"—permst forth=, in ined aﬁng that the only * mode™
tolematod 10 Scn&ulm 13 by * dippiog,” and the anly subjocts theroof,
adalts,—and while, though they will tolerate poblic praser and

og from munisters of other donominztions, they refuse, the
majonty of them, o admit thoso s2me ministers $o Commanion at the
Lond’s Table, thas belittling the really lofticst work of the Christian
munistry, —wo may oxpect that they will contiuus to weal all orver-
tares towards Unton as car invitetion to our little confersace was
treated by oux Baptist brethren in St. John. And equally, whilz the
E;-isoo;nfhna ipsist upon their belief about the Episcopate, the Thres
Dhivine Orders, and all the rest of it,—the inner meaning of all which
is, the trying to giTe & mystic subatsntiality to were Human Anthor-
ity, thoy wifi paturally decline fellowship with those ¢ Democrats,”
the Preafiytorians.

For my own part, sometimes, I foel almost disposed to be irritated
5t tho baselcss assumptions thus propounded,—or, always, loridiculo
them,—to aay ; conceds your Histotic Episcopate, your Spostolical
Sucosssion, your Mystic Ordicstion, floxing down through the Channel
of Tactmal Officialism, what then! Do you preach more effoctnal
sermons? Do you labour move diligentlyt! Do you and yoar peopls
display a more abundant zeal and liberality! Ars their lives more
virtoous, consisteat, Christliket ** By their fruits, ete.”

Beforo me liss & lotter by & cestain Rev. John Lasgtry, who, some
Fears 250, attacked a Mr. Wede for permitting Dr. McMaullen o prexch
1n his palpit.  Mr. Lan; 10 his desperats quest for arguments to
bolster up his position, likens the Chnstizn church to **any other
orp.nimA society, 0g., the Freemasns or Orange Sociely,—it bas
power over itsoli—bas its own prescribed method of extending, , and
of continzing , o oIt matters 2ot,” he alloges, ** whether we bolisve
thamm to have been appointed by Christ, , o7 by the Body itsell”
Allis *featrusted o certain oficets chosen and authorized for that
Parpose, just as in the Orange or Freamasons' Society.” According to
:le which, the Chr;x;lithhnmh is ossentiazand t;ctu;)lcl};;,c:.lc:all intsnts

Tposes, & eely human organization, with whi rist iy only
wdj::ully oonnected! It is a corions exemplification of the com-
mea that “‘zxtremes meet.” Tho extromas of the amum
tion ¢! Dirine Right with the axtreme of humn wﬁon.bntmxsz



