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containing soute doubts anid denials, liaving refer
ence to us as olilcers, andt to our ',hurch, wichl
injustice te ourselves, require te be squarely chai.
lengeti. We are unwilliugly dr-awni to speak agaiîî
by represenitatiOns 'vhiclî îueîu nothing Iess thita
aL denial of oui- iit as a Cbiurclb to do %vbiat is
oui' owni proper %vork. \Ve inti it liard to believe
that a mittlt of MNr. Clark's inteligence and g>ood
sense, should, of bis o'vn accord, seek to inter-
mîetdie %vitIî our atl'airs anti side %vitIx a party.
Ris k-iîdly referetice to our pastor and our church
in the communication to wvhiclî we refer, we accept,
net as fiattery, but ns an expression of the feeling
of his lbeart.

On1 the sulbject of the place andi functions of
an Ex-parte Councl, Mr. Clark cites"I Dexter on

Congrgatînahs," "s one of the hest authori-
ties on our polity this side of the Atlantic." Lot
it be se. Kindly therefere allowv uq to cite Dc:.ter;
onily in this inistance it wvill be Dexter grown, wîser.
Seeing that we have before us as wve wvrite, his
"Handbook on Congereg-ationial ismi," written tifteen

years after the pub)lication of the work front which
Mr. Clark quoteti. In this later work, lie (Dr.
Dexter) wvrites, Il 1 bring- my statetuents into better
accord ivith what I believe to lie the trulli."

Before citing this extract fromi this work bear-
ing 0o1 anl Ex-parte Couticil, let us once more î'e-
minci your reatiers th~ Lt in the iatter complained
of we gave open letters of good standing to every
oae of those mietubers %vhlo difl'ered froin us, and
in writing declareti they coulti not work wvithi the
churcli as then or now-for the inatter of that-
constituted. [f, aq xve believe, a auniber of thei
%vere acetuall1y wlteedledl into signiag wvhat purpor-
ted te 1)0 signied only Ilaf ter ttanture thouglit andi
calvn reflectioni," then, seeiiag that we stili ef t the
wvay openi for any îvho night cheoose te recede from
the position therein taken, te return to their for-
mer position anti wvrk in fellovsiip with us, wve
think we did ail that reason andi Christian princi-
pie could in the circumstances exact of us.

Now let Dexter ho hecard as to the Congrega-
tional anti coînnion-sense 'groundto te h taken in
the promises ; and as the italics are îîot ours but
Dr. Dexter's, ive sinicerely hope that Mr. Clark
and others with hiîn will "lmark, learn, and in-
wvardiy digest" the italicised andi the non-italiciseti
9tatenîeîîts. Vie give the section beari'în on anl

Ex-parte Council iii its entirety, andi not as lrith,
separalecd front er-uth.

IA. Wiho mmîy cali a council 1 XVitl tîvo ex-
ception a counicil inust always bc ciLlieti by a Chu rc/t.
The first exception is that aL company of believers
desirin", to oî'gaîîie inito iL chiurchi iy l)roper]Y
invite neigbiboring chiurchocs by council, to adivise
in regard to, anti fellowvsbip tlieir organization.
The otiier exception is %vbien a chu rch, after bav-
ing ta1zen soute action in regard to one of its muent-
bers, whicli lias impaireti bis fclloîvslip 'vitît other
churches, iznreaso?&a'ily refuses to grant hit a
reviev of the case by mutuat counicil, ia which
centingency lie acquires the riglit to ca,1i eue ex-
par. c, on the -round that otheî-wise 'God should.
have left no iineans of redu'ess in such a case, 'vhich
coulti tot be.' Lt is important to notice that this
right to cai a council cornes into existence oniy
when a church bias damaqed thte relations oj one

or more of ils menaberg Io other c/turc/tes. So long
as it leav'es sucli persons in good standing, so that
they inay coni mitino freeiy eisewhere-howe ver
îniuch tbey inay feel injureti anti aggriei-ed-tliey
liave no riglit to take the case te other chut-cies
because thiey liave notlîing te cemplain of se far' as
other c/turc/tes ave côncerned ; anti it must ahîvays
be presuneti that wlien any churcli reachies final
judginent in aîîy given case, wvhatevet' injustice-
if any--has been suffereti by the way will be cor-
recteti, anti there is tiierefore ne just reason foi'
interfererîce. But if the mnatter liAs beeti ulti-
mated, se as te tiî'owv aîiy eut of olti riglits anti
relations îvith the frateritity, and it be felt that
th)is lias beet i uweasonably (lotie, a case at once
arises ia îvhichi thtat fr-ateriiity lias interest, anti
therefore may righî,Itly hiave sonietlîing to say.
Notlîing, hewever, is nmore ceititin in a Cliurch
titan for a minerity, which is siînply thwartet in
somie cberished purpese, because it is, net the
tnajority, but whîich lias sufferei lie inipairi'ment of
rigbts, te propose te the nîajority te leave tlieir
'difficulties' te a council ; and, wvhen the propos-
ition bias been deolineti, te biave a geoti case for
one ex-parte. Tliey htave no case at ail. Tbe
churci lias ne rigbt to asic othier clinrcbes te do
îvbat is its own proper voî'k, anti the nggrieveti
have ne0 (revaîîce wvhicIî cenceis other chu t-clies,
because their relatiens 'vith theni romain wvhîat
tbey always hîave, been. Of course an1 qliuu-c4


