THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

.6
Jihe &Sunday SSchool.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XL.
Voo ) oraasrar wien reessr o e

Gotbrs UrxT.—¢ Sceing He ever liveth to make

intercession for them -~ Heh, vu. 25.

HOMP STUDIKS,

M.  Ex. xxviii. 1-12.... Aaron’s priesthood,

T. PIs.ex. 197 ... A ptiest forever.

W, Heb. n 19, The High Pnest of our pro.
{ession,

‘Th. Heb, iv. 7.16......The tbrone of grace.

¥. lHleb. v, 1-14 .... Called of God.

5. Heb, wii, 1.28.. .., After the order of Melch:-
acdec.

S, Heb. vhi. 1-13...... 4 better covenant,

HRLPS TO STUDY.

The epistle which containg the j.resent lesson was written
to leraclites, in Palestine or elsewhere, who had embraced
Christanity ; and thus it is that we aind 1t always takes for
rranted that its readers are well acquainted with the Old

estament Scrptures, with the nites of the temple service,
and with the oflice of the Levitical priesthood  As indicated
mn the title in our Enghsh translation, sts authondup has been
generally attnbuted to the Apo tle Paul, and although mavy
eminsnt scholats, such a< Erasmus, Calvin, Luther and Al
ford, questioned 1ts Pauline authorsinp, the wcight of modern
scholari’ ~cecmsto bean favour of the view that it was dictated
by Paul and watten from memory by Luke. “The derign of
the cpistle, the commentatoss say, is to shew the supertorit
af the Gospel 1o the Jewish covenant. It shews this, but it
shews morz than this [t teaches that the ceremonial dis-
pensativa—good and valuable in its own time and plaze—
detived the whole of its value from the fact that it typified
the Gospel dispensation ; and that now, m the presence of
the typified teality, the typical shadow was utterly usclessand
had no place, The great amm of our Jeszon scems to be toine
duce the Hebrews and others to turn away from the Aatonic
priesthood aud from all other human medintion and to accept
of Chnist as their geeat High Priest and the oaly Mediator
between Gud and wmat.  The following topical division may
be adopted : {2} Che'sta Human Mediator, (2) Christ o
Sinless Iigh Priest, {31 Christ a Dizune Mediator.

1. Cuiist A HUMAN MKDIATOR. --chap. iv. vers. 14-16.

‘The great cause of the alicnation of man fiom God is sin.
Oc this acoount, f on no other, it was necessary that the
Saviour should be human, The race that sinned must make
full satisfaction to divine justice eithier in the persons of the
mdividuals befonging to it ot in the person of a duly quali-
ficd represeniative.  Such a representative believers have in
Christ,  Unbelicvers n2onot claim Him 2 their representa.
tive, just because they will not,  Christ, a man, represent-
ing, or standing in the place of, all the men, women and
children who accept Him as their Saviour, suffered the
punishment of sin for them, and 1fis divine natuie pave the
sacrifice infinite value. Thus i Christ the principal and
otherwise insurmountable obstacle 1n the way of man's ap-
preach to God is removed.  But, be it real ot imaginary,
there is, at Jeast in snan's estimation, another obstacle. Man
—~-30 far correctly ~regards Gad as the infinitely exalted and
unapproachable Being whose thoughts are not as our thoughts
nor s ways as our ways; between whom and himself
there exists an infinite difference not only morally but intel.
lectually and spirituaily 1 who dJoes not need, as we do, to
remember the past, to reason about the present, or to fore-
cast the futuse ; whuse knowledge of one thing does not re-
1. from His knowledge of other 1h.ngs, but is always direct 3
who has no personal expenence of what it 1sto beignomant,
or weak., ur changeable, or tempted ; and, forgetting that
God is stlt greater than all this—so great that while He
rules the universe e also takes cogmzance of the fali of a
sparrow (o the grouml, numnbers the hairs of our heads (Matt.
x. 29, 30), and 1s acjuainted with all our ways (Psalm cxxxix.

3)-man thinks that God cannot 5)'"?;:\!!-114 with Tum of |
Jven this obstacle g | Teierences,

compassionate hun in s dificubiies

removed 10 Chast, for we have nota high priest which
canunot bs touched with a feeling of our infirmines. |
He 1 hutnan. He has *“ a true body and a reasonable soul.™

}ehas personally experienced the hficulues, the infirmaties,

the trials, the sorroms, the temptations of human life, yet ; of the Bibleasa whole ta which cark lecson ought 1o be

without sin.  Peutectly holy i s uan petson, He hived

w2 world oppressed with the cune of s and was subject
10 all 1ts mtsenies i so far as these 2re not the conseyuence
of personal transgresaon ; He was **a maa of sortrowsand |

acquainted wih grief " (lIsaiah b, 3). He 1« haman still.
In His person humanaty is exabied to the throne of God.

grace to help in time of necd.

L Cukisy a SINerss Hicy Prisst -~chap. v, vers,
1-3. Unlertheccremomal law it was necewsary forthe pricet,
as for the people so also for himself to offer for mas, |

The jriest hins~! was sinful.

wote tiue » ouxhxrpcr.s

A i
man—a hving, losing, thisking, 1casoning, fechny man—1s |
at Gud's right hand, am! we are encoutaged te spuak to
1lim 3s we would tu an elder brother- to come boldly un-
to the thronc of giace, that we may obtain mercy, and i

the aninal sacrifices of the old dispensation were but

b
{ sacrifice
Even the prieat was typical, and ta render him a fit

types.

_sacrifice before he should attempt 10 ofler on behalf of the
“people.  The removal of real sia required a sialess sacritice
j and a sinless priest 3 i Christ we have both of these requi-
“aites ; He was **holy, barmless, undefiled and separate from
sinnees ™ (b, va. 26). .
HI. Curist A Diving MEDIATOR. —chap. v, vers,
{4-6 A mediator is one who comes i hetween two parties
| who have been at vavance, n to separate them, l'»ul to
s bung them together—1to reconaile them, It is alway~ ar
sadvantage that the mediator should be insome way connec ted
with hm“n partics ; the more closely he can identify humselt
with both of them the more likely itis that his mediation will
be successful.  Chrnist, as we have seen, is man, and He can
thesefore speak to God un man's behalf ; He isalso God and
can therefore speak to man on God’s behall,  In the first
part of the lesson we found that He had a huinan heart to
cel fur us 5 now we find that He has Divine power to relicve
us: Thou art my Son. This is quoted from Paalm ii. 7.
Thou art a priest forever afterthe order of Melchise.
dec. ‘This quotation isfrom Psalm ex. 4. There is now no
carthly mediating or sactiticing priesthood authorized by the
Word of Gad. If there 1s any shadow of a claim at all to
exercise the functions cf such an office it ought to be founded
not on apostolic succession but on  Aatonic succession.
Christ did not succeed to the Aaronic high-priesthood,
ncither did His aposties. The office is vacant, and could
only be filled, with any shew of right at all, by a person de-
scended from Aaton, Al lus undethings also would require
to belony to the tribe of Levi.  Thete are in the present day
those who call themselves mnisters of the Christian religion
and who also call themselves priests, and pretend to mediate
and to offer sucritice; but they are usurping an office to
which the Word of God gives them no claim—an office
which, under the Gospet dispensation, is not only tterly
uszless and out of place, but which i2ads inquirers away fiom
the only way of salvation. We have agreat High Priest,
Thatisall we haveand that is all we need. After giving Him-
self as a sacnfice for sin, IHe hias passed into the heavens,
or threngh the heavens——as the Jewish high priest used to
pass through the outer courts of the temple into the hol
rlncc——inlo the presence of God, *‘ not witheut blood,” and,
ke the congregation of lsracl, we are waiting till he comes
out again. 1f Christ has been appointed “’a priest forever
after the order of Melchisedece,” lLen there is no other priest
or mediator ; He is like Melchisedec, without & predecessor
and without a successor in the office {Heb. wi.).  His sacri-
ficial work is finisbed, but ‘¢ He ever liveth to make inter-
cession ™ for us, and sinners are directed to zome to God
through Ilim and ncither through saints in heaven nor
through priestson earth.  He is the only being who is quali.
fied for the office of Mcdiator. He is God and man, Not
partly God and partly man. He is as much God as if He
were not man ; and Heis as much man asif He were not God,
The fact of his being God docs not take awsy from his man-
hood ; neither does the fact of lis being man detract from
His divinity. Wemay, therefore, with the fullest confidence,
count upon His human sympathy with vs and His intense in-
terest in ts; and we may, with cqual confidence, depernd
upan His divine power to keep that which we commit to His
trust, and to ovetcome all enemies.

THE BIBLE IN THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

1t is a mistake to complain that ““ the Bible is not used in
the Sabbath school,” it 1s as if one complained that figs do
not grow of thistles. Teachers and schelars who have no
use for the Bible there will not bring it, of course, and to
force it into their hands'is to do nothing towards its use.
1 The evil 15 m the thistle.  Let us have such teachers, and
.such schelars, and such a use of the lesson leaf, as that we
i shall nat be able to get alonyg without the Bible.  Let us quit
: pleading for the shell of the virtue when we may have the
Ivirtue atself by a litde effort m that direction. (1) Supply
ino Bibles in the Sabbath school; let them be owned
;and brought; present then 1l they cannot be afforded
by the scholarss Ownendup of a Bible 1s alwost g pre-
uisite to s use. (2 Fapect and promote the use of the
both ta verses and to incidents, as of chicf impor-
tance in the study «f the esson out of school and i 1. The
! best questions on the levson anse out of a study of the 1ent

Pthe Bible.  Beades, a angle lesvon should proasote asturly

made a sott of n hey. §3) Tet a lewson of & nptuic e
it where 1n the Rilile be alway< read for opening, «ither relat

Ving ta the lesson or of a devotional characier, thus bringing
21 Bibles 1o wse regalasiy. o808 Feurna’.

A~ round the f-ﬂ]ﬁéblg.- “

NAN, THE NEWSBOY.

N

usell, and the test ilustiations of our lessons are foundn

! docks at night and rescue persons from drown-

~ !type his own ¢ .emoninl detilzment had to be talen away by | 11,

Sowe charitable persons heard of the boys,
gave them a floating station to live in, boats,
neat blue uniforms, and a small weekly salary,
to devote their whole time to the work.

Nan's real name is William J. O'Neil. Ho
{is a thorough street Arab in his manners, and
(uses the dialect common among ragged nows-
boys und bootblacks.

The vegulations by which the association
should be governed, according to his idea, are
few and simple. As jotted down with other
matters in his rough log-book, they are:

1. Members shall do whatever tho president
orders thens.

2. No ope shall be & member who drinks or
gets drunk.

8. Auy members not down in Dover Dock,
and miss one night except in sickncess, shall be
fined fifty cents by order of the president.

4. No cursing allowed.

Spelling is not Nan's strong point, and I
have taken the liberty to arrange this accord-
ing to the usual custom. Nor does he keep
records in a scientific manner, Case four, in
his list of rescued, sets down only “A Jow
boy.” Case five is “A red-headed boy who
fell in the water, but could not find his
name.”

The first meeting of the asso:iation took
placo ope pleasant day in June, 1378,

“Wo was a-sittin’ on Dover Dock,” Nan
says, “tellin’ stories, We got lalkin’ about
how a body was took out 'most every day,
and some said two hundred was took out in a
year. We heared about life savin’ on the Jer-
sey coast, too. So I says: ‘Say we makés a’
’sociation of it boys, for to go along the docks
pickin’ 'em up regular’ ‘All right!’ they
says, and they nomernates me for president.
We thought wo might as well be doin’ that as
loafin’ on the corners.”

Might as well bie brave and humane fellows,
that is, as idle and dangerous loungers! Yes,
indeed they might, aud this modest way of
putting it is infinitely to Nan's credit.

The three have nothing very distinctive in
their appearance, excepting their plain uni-
form. XNan has a rosy complexion and a seri-
ous manner. He has sold papers almost ever
since he ean remember. Edward Kelly is
i paler and slighter, and has quite a decided air
Gilbert Long is sunbrowned, and
He looks as
il Likely to be the most recklessly persistent
l¢f the 1ot in any dangerous strait. The three
boys were all born in Cherry street. Long

has been 2 tinsmith’s apprentice, and Kelly a
| leather-cutter.
| They have also with them five unpaid vol-

of dignity.

ibas a meny twinkle in his eye.
'

AN, the newshoy, is among the latest of . unteers who serve at night. The foree is
the odd characters which spring into ; divided into three patrols.

) The sins that were removed |, farne from vine to time out of the varied hfe of -
by the amimal \acs fices which he offcied wese breaches, not

of the moral, tut e the coremonial law. And it seal guilt was
retovad trom prics. or people —as it undoubtedly wasif they |
- that guilt was removed solely by the

gieat saciifice to be alterwards offered up by Chuist, of which |

Cherry strect and its vicinity abound in

rthe great eity of New York. A yoar ago ho;bcucments, satlor boarding-houses and drink-
formed a little band, consisting of himself ;ing saloons. The upper part of South Street
and two others, to patrol the East Riverjisa kind of eathing place fui this squalic




