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" -.o}c.—- .
The Progress of Genius

FROM OBSCURE AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO XEXMI-
NENCE AND CELEBRITY.

" Genius s that gift of God which learning cannot
ceafer, which no disadvantages of tirth or educa-
tiom can wholly cbscure.?

ABRAHAM COWLEY.

This ingenious poct wus burn in §t. Duns-
_u's parsh, London in ths year 1618 1Ihs
ather died befure the birth of this son, who
w~as left to the care of his mother. This excel
-ent woman struggled lLard to procure for her
2hild aliterary cducation; and, as she lived to
the ago of cighty, had her solicitude sewarded,
by seeing her son eminent; and it 1s to be hoped
by seeing him fortunate, partook ‘of his prospe-
ity. We koow, at least, from his carliest bio-
_raghy, that he always acknowledged her care,
_nd justly paid the dues of filial gratitude.

Ia the window of his mother’s spartment los
penser’s poem of the Fairy Queen, in which
oung Cowley verv early took deligh: lo 1ead
_ill, by felling the charms of verse; he became,
sherolates, irrecoverably a poet. Such says
_r. Johnson m his Life of Cowley, are the ac-

-idents which somctimes remembered, and|

«rhaps sometimes forgotten, produce that par-
icular designation of sund, and propensity for
cme certmin science or employment, which s
ommonly called genius. Thetruogenivsisa
and of larze general powers, accidently deter-
-ined to some particular direction. Sir Jeshus
eynolds, the great painter, had the first fond-
esafor hisart excited by the perusal of Rich-
_tdson’s Treatise on Painting. ’

By his mother’s solicitatica Cowley was ad-
_itted a king’s scholar of WWestminister school,
-here he is stated as having been so defcient
- memory, asto be incapable of retaining the
rdinary rulesof the Latin grammar. But Dr.

ohnson treats this assertion with just contempt
or 28 Cowley bLecams& an elegant classical
holar, and wréte the Latin language with pu-
uy, both in prose and verse, he could not beig-
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prevuil on him 1o learn the rules without book.

11i3 literary attaininents, however, were most
tunousable Luth to his genius and his applica-
tion; for at the early age of fifien, a volumo of
under the appropriate title of ¢ Poe-
tical Blossoms,” was piinted, containing, a-
mong other composiions, * The Tragical His-
tory of Pyramus and Thisbe,” written whep
be was ouly ten years old; and ** Constaatia and
Philctus,” winten two years after.

W hile he was yet at school, he also preduc-
ed a comedy, called ¢ Love’s Kiddle,” but n
was not publiabed till.he had been some timo at
the university.

In 1636 e was elected a scholar of Trinuty
College, Cambnidge, in which favourable situe-
tion a genius like his could not fiul of obtaining
distinct.on, While a young student he produc-
ed a Latin comedy entitled ¢ Naufragium Jocu-
lare,”” which was acted befure the university by
the members of lis college. ie also wroleat
this time a great part of his ¢ Davideis,” ara
poem on the History of [David. This, says Dr.
Johnson, is a werk of which the matenals could
not have been collected without the study of
many years, but by & mind of the greeatest vig-
our and activity.

Cowley continued at Cambridge, whe.e he
took s degree of master of arls, till the rebel-
Iion n 1643, and the visitation of that univers:-
tv by the puritanical visitors, occasioned lum to
1etire to Oxford, where he distinguished himsel{
by his loyalty, and gained the kindness and con-
fidence of thosc who attended on the king, par-
ticulatly the eccomphshed Lucius Cary, Lord
Falkland,

When the cvents of that calamitous war

kingdom, Cowley accompanied her to France.

At the restoration of Charles the Second, he
became a member of the Roval Society; and
having obtained a farm at Lhertsey, in Surry,
he lived there retired from the political world,
and died at the age of 49, July 28 1667. I
remaing were interred ;amidst a honourable at-
tendance of persons of distinction, i Westmin-
ster Abbey, whcre a monument was erected to
lus memory  So excellent was his moral cha-
racter, that the king, on being infornied of hes
death, declared, ** Mr. Cowlev had not Iefta
belt~r man behind him e England.”

The poetry of Cowley is too metaphysical and
affected for the taste of the prescat auge, and
therefure is seldom read There are, however, nu-
merous beauties scattered throughout his works,
of which the following is a bappy specimen:

Begin, be bold, and venturs to be wise;

He gho defers thia werk from day to day,

Doeson ariver's bank expecting stay,

Till the whole stream thst stopp'd Jum shalibe gone,

Which runs, #0d, a8 it runs, for ever shall run on.

It is a high commendation of Cowley,that in
a period marked by .great licentiousncss, and
when ajl the lcading wits and poets fell into the

obliged the queen of Chatles 1. to leave the?

corrupt taste, his works aro distinguished by
the love and praise of victue and religion,
Jurenile Plutareh.

NATURAL HISTORY.
—eoloe—
From the New Preceptor.
THE SOLDIER-CRAB.

The soldier-crab bears some resemblance to
{a lobster, though it is not more than four inches
'in length* the hinder part is covered with s rough
“skin; and the 1ail terminates in a point. Though
Nature has dented this little animal a callous de-
Yfence against its encmies, and the nippers alone
tare covered with ashell, yet it artfully contrives
to supply 1be deficiency, by taking pessession
of some deserted shell, and remains in securrity,
lia this acquired nabitation, until it grows too
llarge for its size, when it changes its abodo for
une more commodious, which it frequently does
three or four times.

The soldier-crab is a native of the West India
Islands, and, like the former, makes an aunual
excursion to the sea fur the purpose of deposit-
ing its spawn upon the shore, when it again re-
turns to its abode upop the mountanis, where it
|remaing until the followiag year.

When this animal is taken, it sends forth a
feeble cry, and endeavours to sieze its enemy
with its claws; and, as they are capable of inflict-
ing a very painful wound, the danger attending
the taking them is too great for the treat; there-
forc they a13 generally sufiered to mzke theis
excursions unmolested cither to the sea or their
mountainous rcireat,

THE ACCOMPLISHED YOUTIL.
~—moloe—
MODESTY AND DOCILITY.

To picty join modesty and docibly, revereace of your
arents, and submission to those n 4o are your supcriors
in know ledgo, in station, and n vears. Dependence and
obedience belong to youth  Modesty is one of its clief
ornaments, and has over been esteemed a preaage of
rising werit.  When entering on carcer ol Lfc, 1t 15 your
part not to assume the reins as yet into your hacd; but
to coruit yourselves to the guidance of the morg ex-
peticnced, and to becoms wire by wisdom of those who
have gone beforo you, Ofall the fullies mcident to
youth, there are none which either defurm its present
appeatence, or blast the prespect of its future prosper-
ity, more than sclf-conceit. presumptien and ohsunacy.
By checking its natural progress s iuproscment, they
fix it in long immaturity, and frequently produce
mischiefs which cannover bs repared. Yot “these ate
vices 0o commonly found amcag the young. B:g with
cnterprize, and elated by hope, they resolvs to frust
i for success to none but themselves.  Full of their own
abilties, they dende the admonitions which are given
them by ther friends, as the timorous suggeations of
age. Too wisc to learn, toé impatient to deliberate,
too forward to be restrained, they plunge, with precs-
pitate mdiscretion, inte the midst of all the dangers
with which life abounds. Pos:iive as you now zrein
your opinions, and cenfident m your assertions, be as-
sured, that the time approaches whea both men and
things will appear to youin a diffesent light. AMany
characters which you now admure, mll, by and by,
sink in your esteem, and many opicions, of which you
are at present most tenacious. will alter as you sdvance
in years. Distrusl, therefore, that glare of yoothful
presumption, which daxles your eyes. Abound not ia
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