3 ™
oo o e ' ot of 11 workl, will
t Cr e oy eone pcdifam in

o oyl o w cwpive
11 I M TN Yot the eomimr e, the
¢ 'L mtued musehvaary citerprise of the

(It tian world,

1w tuan cvr eyes to the great Republie
iocno g b don, frdt sight we see lit
tie, bor e evor active energy of o restless
andtaewhet unserupulously progreessive
people. s usual, the Tust year bas had its
British difticulty, which it has handed over
unsettied toits sucersser, The seisure of the
Island of San Juar. by Genersdl Jhareey, ap-
pears, s fir as the ficts are yet known, a
most disgruceful act, and the conduet of the

Atiiericans such as to excite grave feanrs )

surd suspicicns in the minds of honest men.
But fet us Lope that adl will 3et be welly
England loves Ameriea with a true and ge-
nerous affection, which we fear is seaveely re-
ciprocated, but still so sineere is the regard
Nj the foumey, that a rupture is all but impos-
sible, unless the eutrage is gross indved,

1n this great republican empire, where it
has long been thought, and perhaps traly,
that the pursuit of the “ulmighty dolar” was
the all engros.ng oune, apewerful and wide-
spread yedigivus fedding made its appearance
during the past year, or perhaps a little
earlier, i the furm of an (stracrdinary resi-
val in religion. For a time it pers led all
ranks——offt cled all seets, emptied the Deutres,
crowded the churches, invaded the busy marts
of commeree, thinned the drinking ho.ss,
reclaimed thousands who weie ppare.th
on the bighway to destruction, Laveaed tae
great mass of society with w gmest ad rdi-

gious seriouSnes s and was distinguishied dhove |

alf things by an almost total absenec of phy-
siedl excitement.  Who will venture to say
that this greot and apparently spuntancous

“movement will not he blessed, notwithstamd-

ing the appalling wildumess of evil that
stands out, and partiality obscuresit? We

" believe, that through its meuans, o true and

abiding spirit of piety has reached and veeu-
pied the hearts of thousands, who by precept,
and most of all by example, will yet irradiate
and humanise many a civcle of practical infi-
delity, by the simple exercise of a consistent
and religious life.

Strange to say, this religions feeling has
made its apperanee in Treland  and partially
in Sceotland in the sane mmccuunt.xh\e man-
ner as in the States, and in the former coun-
try especially, bas tahen an extraordinar
hiold on the minds of the common prople.
Somte of the cases in Ireland have been mark-
ed by extraordinary physical manifestations,
excessive exeitement, and occasivnal conval-
sions und prostration of the body, These,
we think, may be attributed partly to the
ratiohal character of the people, partly to
the want of judgment on the part of the
preachers, but which have been eagerly seized
and dwelt upon by the indifferent and irreli-
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gious, in order to cordemn and turn the
whole matter into ridicule.  They do nctre.
fleet, that these ineidents, puinfv’ as they ure,
die nway snd are soon forge’ cen—that after
all, they do not, hike living and active wicked-
! pess, foave any bauefel cffects bebind them,
while the prand tdings of salvation touc
:uml soften the heart, and it is to be hove,
save the soul of many a poor sinner. Wi
_admire the great Tuminary of day ; what would
e think of him who would think snd talk of
. nothing but the spots en his surface ¥ Would
that sume portion of that beneficent spins
woull wake the many listlees and dormant
hearts in our own Zion, showing them at onc
their strength and their deficieney !

We have alluded to what may be called
the national facts of the past year; we will
now ask the veader's attention for a few sen-
tunces, to some incidents of @ more specnl
kind,

. The present age has been of uwnexamplel
Uprogress in diseovery and  improvement,
the age of ratlronds, steamships, gas, Jeetric
telegraphs and of numorous other improve.
ments which we have not space even to nen
, tion.  OF these, the past year appropriates a
Cfuir share. It has witnessed a vessel, chris
 tened the « Great Lastern,” ploughing the
waste of waters, whose vast Yroportiuns have
" becn unequalled since the deluge ; exciting at
, once the wonder aud admiration of the el
,ized world.  Never, pevhaps, was the skill of
the mechanic or the resources and powey of
svienee so proudly exhibited as in the suceess.
, ful cunstruction of this giant ship. To thepre-
sent year, will belong, in all probability, the
, sulution of the problem, whether this immense
instructureof iron, nearly une-ses enth of aniie
length, weighing upwards of twenty thousand
tons, and capable of carvying ten thousand
people, will be a great or but o partial suc-
cess.  We hope and believe, for the sake of
¥ngland and of science, that it will be the
former.

1f the past year has not exactly decided
the fortune of the great steamship, it has sets
tled a problem which has excited a far deeper,
even o world-wide sympathy—we allude to
, the fate of that Christian hero, that intrepid

navigator and murtyr to the cause of seience,
the ever to be foved and lamented Siv Jokn
Franklin, Ncarly fifteen years have elapsed
since he left the shores of his beloved Eng
land, and till last year though expeditionafter
expedition went in search f the devoted
band, no tidings whatever reached us of their
| fate, governments had given up the search in
desp*- the most sanguine {riends ceased
hape, but & woman—a wife, worthyto be the
wife of this 7 ¥ ‘e man, persevered evar
against hope+ mbarked her prayers, her
every thought, her fortune in this forlom
cause; and where is the man who has read
‘ or heard of its issue without a swelling heat
and a fall eye? To the gallant Capt. M'Clir
!'tock and his devoted comrades, let us accor



