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op’s MEssAGE TO THE DESPONDIXNG.
WO 13 afy a2 You that fvareth the TLorp,
tobeyeth the voieg of bi servant, that walheth
darkness, and hath no light? Jet him tru~t
name ot the Lokp, and stay upon his Gob.”
saiali 1. 10.
It is not, as you see from these words,
thing unheard of or impossible, that a
ild of Gop should * walk in darkness
d have no light” And when the sad-
s3 of such an experience comes upon
e saint, it will not be always safe to
y that it is the shadow of some special
No doubt, when we hear Davip
, “ Restore unto me the joy of thy
vation,” we are right in concluding
t if he had not committed that great
nsgression which stains his name, he
uld not. at that time at least, have
ded to present such a petition. S,
, when we see ELtyam © under the
iper tree,” and hear his pitiful wail,
Lorp, take away my life now,” we
(oot but feel that his flight from the
of my duty is bewring its appropri-
froit:  But the case described in my
tis different from these. It is that
one who even at the moment ¢ feareth
Lorp, and obeyeth the voice of his
ant,” while yet he has lost the rad-
t happiness of the new life, and is
ding under the weight of spiritual
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wJr I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand foryget her cunneey—Dsaln 137, 4-5.

despondency.  Many would say flippant-
ly that a Christian must be very f{eeble
indeed if Lie is ever in such a state; and
some would say cruelly, that he who
permits himself thus to be * in heaviness,”
cannot be a Christian at all.  But all
such unqualified assertions spring out of
a shallow philosophy, and a ~uperficial
experience. For Gop does not change
toward us with the mutations of our
frame= and feelings.  Our salvation de-
pends on Curist, and not on our emo-
tions regarding it. They may rise and
fall like the waves of ocean, but He and
the salvation which is in Him are a3
stable as the stars.  The security of the
saint is rooted in the fact that Gop has
a hold of him, and not at all in his con-
sciousness that he bas a hold of Gob.
His comfort may be affected by the latter,
but his safety is due entirely to the
former. Hence they who roundly affirm
that if a man be walking in darkness and
finding no light he cannotbe a Christian,
are making salvation depend, not on
Gop’s work for a man and in him, but
simply and entirely on hiso vn emotions.
Moreover, they are strangely oblivious
of some of the bost known passages in
the history even of the i.... eminent
saints. Ont of what other experience
than that of despondency was such a
Psalm as the Forty-second born? Yet
who will say that its author, even at the



