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time-zones of provinces and territories withbut referring to their longitude, f1
lowing in this respect the principle of thé -English Act. But ùnàir that Act tu
greatest difference between the statutory-!inie and mean solar timne would b
twenty-four minutes, and in the time-zones as defiried iii Mr. Pleming'.stce
thirty minutes,- while under Mr. Tîipper's it would be mor tha twô horsü

F.Quebec andOtri.Ti wVoud, think, be avery great inconvenienc;, thoug
aidvantages. The hour zone system has never been madle legal in the lUnit-d
States, except in the District of Waehiiýigton (ten miles square), and it appears
that elsewliere the subject is one for the State legisiatures. The advantage of
zone time would see-m to be limited to zones comprised in one country or trao~t
under the saine civil jurisdiction. Boundaries by meridians would be diftlczil. to
find and use, and the extent of Quebec and Ontario froni east to west is over

ýoor two hours or time. When the question firet arose, the opinion of the
gentlemen of the Washington ,Obserratory was that the best plan for Amnerita
would bc to bave one Railway Tinte (that of go' west) across the continent, leav-

irîg solar time for the ordini~ry purposes of civil ie. I believe this would be the
best for Ca nada, and that Nir. Tupper's bill (witht provision that itstimne clauses
shoiild apply only to contracts and agreemnents, oral or in writing, in which exc-
pressions of time are declared to meau and refer to Railu'ay rimte, but should ii
themn be binding in law), would be iînexceptionable; though it would perhaps be
still better if one Railway Tinte were enacted for the whole Dominion; legal
civil time for other purposes remaining, as heretofore, the mean s, *ar tirne of
each locality. The twenty-four hour day is very good; it is and has long been
llst*c in Italy and other countries.

O>ttawa, Sept. 22, 1891. w


