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ISRAEL'S STONE OF REMEM.
BRANCE.
« The Lord hath done greal things for us.”

The history of the Jews is not the his-
tory of an ordinary people. \Whenever
we lok into it, we immediately come in
contact with something aitogether difter-
ent from the events and actors of ordina-
vy history. We trace springs of action,
and a character of events, which we meet
with in no other annals. A miraculous
agency attends the people from their fivst
beginnirgs down through all the steps of
their subsequent progress. God is at
once the founder, the conductor, the con-
solidator of their nation. Let us take a
briet review of the more remarkable e-
ventsin the history of the Jewish nation,
distinguishing them as a peculiar people,
and wmarking out God’s hand as so visi-
bly present in the midst of them.

Let us remark in the first place how
they grew in Egypt—so that from a ve-
ry small nation, or rather a very few peo-
ple, they came to excite the fears even
of the Pharoahs themselves. How mira-
culously were they preserved and multi-
plied even awnid the crucllest oppression,
amid all thut was calculated to repress
toeir growth, and cut off their very exis-
tence! The hardest laws of Pharoah
bad no effect upon them but to make
them increase the more. The more their
task-masters afflicted them, the more they
multiplied and grew. Years of oppres-
sion rolled over; and at length God in-
tended to deliver them; and did he not
choose the very way of doing so most
caleulated to exhibit his power, and mag-
nify bis name? We need not recount
ihe ten plagues of Egypt, each rising a-
bove the otber, if possible, in miraculous

arandeur, and impressive effect.  We
need not especially remind the reader of
the darkness which 2overed the land for
three days, a darkness that might be felt ;
and last of all, and most terrible of all,
that dreadful dispensation when the des-
troying angel smote all the first born, the
chief of their strength in the tabernacles
of Ham. These were indeed signs and
wonders sufliciently caleulated toimpress
the hearts of all whe heard of them—to
inspire the people of God, on the one
hand, with confidence in his power, aud
fill his enemies, on the other, with the
terror of his name. But these were only
preparatory to what was to follow, a
dark and solemn foreground to a long
line of bright and glovious miracle. Let
us recall what took place at the Red sea
—what greas things God did there for
Isracl. Pharoah said: “I will pursue, I
will avertake”. He was resolved to re-
cover his lost prey, to bring back the
people whom he had suffered to escape
out of bondage, and subject them agan
to his cruel yoke. For this purpose he
had summoned his chief captains and his
warriors, his chariots and his horsemen
—be had put himself at the bead of the
formidable army, and set out in pureait.
He was not wrong in his calculations of
the comparative speed of his own march,
and that of the Israclites. I will over-
take”, said he ; and he had just come up
upon the flying host, where it seemed im-
possible they should escape his grasp.—
Hemmed in on every side by impassable
mountains, the Redsea was before them !
O !how would he exult when he saw
their camp lining the margin of that wa-
ter which it would never suggestitselfto
his infidel heavt that they conld pass.—
Would ke not think: *I bave overtak-



