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LIGIIT IN THE DWELLING.*
The plague of darkness was the ninth
of those plagues which God sent npon
Pharaoh and the Eayptians. How little

o, N s e st o .

do we think, that the day is the Lord’s
that the night also is Ilis, that he created
the light and the sun! By acommand he
could withdraw yon luminary from the
heavens, or cover his fiace with sackcloth,
and leave the world in total darkness.
And were this bappening at noou-day
what would be our constarnation ! Were
the heavens all at once becoming dark,
while the sun had not yet run his course,
and while we could assign no cause for
the phenomnon, whatamazement, what
alarm, would fill every breast! Such
were the circumstances of the Egypt-
ians as we have them recorded, Exodus
x. 21-28. They had been familiar, in-
deed, with the wounders of Jehavah's
power, and the tokens of his anger; but
this did not take from the majesty or
awfulness of cach plague as it arose at
the command of God. Conccive the
Soyptians arrested at their occupations
Dby this thick darkness, withoutany warn-
ing, without any twilight ushering it in,
darkness coming down upon them at
once,like a thick mantle, and what would
not be their wonder and alarm! It
was a darkness that might be felt: it
lasted three days.—there was no sun all
that time, no moon, no stars—nothing
to relieve the impenctrable gloowm; so
that ¢ they saw not one another, neither
rose any from his place three days.™ In
the midst of this darkness, while there
was light no where clse, we are informed

F“Tioht in the dwelling,” is the title of
awork by Mrs. Frv.theauthor of the * List-
ener,"—Dbeing short cominents on Jdifferent
paseagges of the New Tescuncut.

s all the children of Isracl had light in
cheir dwellings”  They had light, ., ,p-
plied no doubt dircetly from Him ‘who
gave the sun his light, and who says:
¢1 form the light, and create darkness”
We need not inguire how they oltained
that light: it is enough to know that
they had it—light to walk by, light to
work by, light to enjoy. We may re-
aard this circumstance as desereptive of
the spiritual condition of all Ged's pro-
ple in all ages, in contrast with the
world around: They have Hght in
their dwellings.

And in a certain sense this is trae ol
all to whom the light of the word of Gud
has come. That word is light.  When
man departed from God . when he fell
he extinguished with his own hand thaty
light which God had given to guide him,
and darkness immeldiately covered all
hi« faculties, so that he could discern no
spiritnal trath or object aright.  From
that moment spiritual darhness hrooded
over the carth We cannot now discern
those great truths which are necessary
to guide us—to lead us to Gold—and to
enable us to watk with him. Al history
is a corroboration of' this truth. 1fwego
to tLose heathen countries which are yet
destitute of the knowledge of the truc
God, and of Jusus the only Saviour,
what complete darkness in regard to
spiritual things! How mclancholy  the
imnorance that prevails in veference to
(God, to his law, and to the way of salva-
tion! W'atsin! What foohish super-
stitions ! What gross idolatry ! What
revolting cruelties ! Compared with such
a state of things as exists in those dark
places of the carth, we have light in our
dwellings! And oh! how should we
prize that Jizht ! How should we bless
God thiat sueh ligint ks come te us! But



