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the windows are of the fattest and laziest kind
-regular chancery suitors; wbile the spiders
that conceal their webs in tbe recesses of the
dome, are marvelously agile and sharp,-com-
plete solicitors in their way. The sberiff's
mastiff, sleeping at the door of the prisoners'
box, lias an extraordinary severe and unfathom-
able countenance, the opposite of that of bis
master, wbo is in most instances a good-
naturcd man. Ilalf a dozen superannuated
persons, bearing long and unwieldy poles, flit
in a noiseless manner about the room, render-
ingr theinselves generally useless and in the
way. There is a bald fat man, witb spectacles,
upon the bencb, wvhose chief occupation seemns
to, be to discornfit one or the other of two thin
'bald men, with spectacles, at the bar. Di-
rectly tin(lr the judge's bench sits the clerk,
whose principal duties, or rather pleasures,
are to make fées, and to construct good citizens
out 'of ail sorts of foreign materials in the
rotiogb. Close at bis elbow, at this moment,
sits la prisoner, who with a broad grin on bis
face is laborously signing bis name to a certain
paper writing; weil may be smile, for it is
"bis own recognizance" for bail that bie is

subscribing, and hie is doubtless thinking wbat
a "muiff" the j tdge mnust be to let bim off on
sucb easy security. The aged crier, wbo lookS
as if bie might have corne over in the "MNLay-
flower," rises and drones forth bis mechanical

t4oyez," in the same whine that bias cbarac-
terized it ever since the blessings of legal
forms dawned upon its perisbing race. The
lawyers, who really act aînong themselves as
if they are a good sort of fellows, and seemn
unseasonably happy and jovial for persons
'having so înuch on their consciences, are talk-
ing and laughing, in no wise dismayed by the
caution of the crier's formula. Tbey evidently
feel under ne more restraint than the disre-
.spectful son, whose father excused bis sauci-
ness, on the ground that they were s0 well
acquainted that they said alînost any tbing
they pleased te each other. "lSilence in
,court 1", says bis honor, rapping the bench
with the knife witb wbich he bias been peeling
an apple while ho read the morning newspa-
per; at the saine time looking severely in
every direction except that from wbich the
disturbance evidently cornes. At this signal,
the superannuated persons, bearing poles, agi-
tate theinselves eut of their somnolency,
making great pretense of activity in suppress-
ing an imfaginary tumult, and shortly go te
roost on their poles again. Ali this time the
hum of tbe great floisy world eutside acts like
-a soporific on the senses.

&.9Cali the grand jury," gays the judge.
After tbey are called and sworn te keep all
Borts of secrets, inoluding "&their own and
their fellows " (and bere seemas te be a reason
why women, in any millenium of female

Ssovereignty, can neyer act as grand jurors),
his honor appoints the most corpulent and
inactive one as forernan. Then, after a caution
from the old crier te the bystanders te "-keep
silence on pain of fine and imprisonent "

(which seerns quite unnecessary, because at
this juncture the spectators are always in
breathless suspense to learn if it is possible
for the judge to say any thing new), bis bonor
rises, and the jury also rise, with unniixed
awe and respect imprinted on their counten-
ances, and bis honor proceeds to charge them,
"eWith horse, foot and dragoons." It is cus-
tornary to observe in opening, that :ilthough
they xnay properly be supposed to be some-
what fatniliar with their duties (which is not
improbable, considering that the puibli are
thus made acquaintcd with them, three or four
timnes a year), yet it is required of hirn to make
a fexv general rernarks. H1e then proceeds, at
an hotir's length, to informi themn that they are
the conservators of the public peace, and the
safegruard of society; that they are selected
froîn the most intelligent and respectable por-

Ition of the community to protect their p)ersons
and property froin the hand of the violent, and
to Point out the offender to public j ustice. He
then overwhelms themn with a sense of their
tremnendous responsibility, and the solenînity
of their position. lIe then impresses on them
the novel tbeory that no man is so high as to
be above, or so low as to be beneath, tl'- reach
of the law. lie then opens up to them the
terrible consequences which would ensue if
tbey should fail to preserve strict secrecy as
to their deliberations and proceedings, and
gives them. a timely caution to be inmpartial
and unprejtîdiced. le then usually reminds
themn that their whiole duty is pointed out in
their oath, which hie proceeds to analyze,
making each cornponent part the text for a
short discourse of say fifteen minutes ; but
this, as it is merely a repetition of what hie bas
already said, it is unnecessary for us to go
tbroughl. 11e then reminds themn of the ne-
cesSity of being utterly devoid of partiality and
prejudicý~. Next bie calîs their attention te
several offences which our legisiature have
deemned so much more beinous than ail others,
as to be Worthy of specific reprobation, such
as vending- intoxicating beverages to drunken
men, without baving paid the state for the
privilege; lending money at the rate of interest
which the parties think it wortb, when it hap-
pens to exceed wbat the state thinks it worth ;
taking money from, a candidate for voting for
him, when the purchased party would have
voted for bim in any event, and se forth.
These injunctions are undoubtedly most ex-
cellent in a moral view, but are neyer known
to produce the sligbtest practical effect. He
then again exhorts them to divest their minds
of every thing like partiality or prejudice.
And finally hie winds up, in a comprehiensive,
well*rounded and elaborate sentence (usuali!
written beforeband), designed te comprise ail
that bie bas said before (with an additional
reînark about the impropriety of partiaîity and
prejudice), and thus impress it on their minds;
and with a bland and sootbing reminder Of
the. reliance that the community place upefl
their unimpeachable and unquestioned and
unvarying integ*iy, intelligence and irnpartisl*
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