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iny purpose te detain you for inany minutes. .1 suppose it is thought by the
Oommittee that it is as well that one clergyman whose lot is cast Wi tiffl great
meotropolis sb uld fr9îu time te iime appesr on the'platform of this Society
at its annual meeting,. But we London clergymen are se often listened te
by those ivho dwell in London that 1 honestly think that it is far more
profitable and agreeàble te you te, listen to the voices of those who corne
from distant lande and cau tell, as preceding speakers have told, of what
God is doing in those lande, than te us. lk-wever, it je uiy d'nty te, placé
before you a few thoughfts in confirmation of the trullh of this resolution, in
order te, press itupon your attention and your Rympathy. We are told thatq
the Bible is the battle-field of this generation; and 1, for one, am not ashamed
of that battle-field ; for, after some eighteeu centuries, during which the
Bible has been assailed on ail aides, 1 believe that at ne moment dia the
integrity of the Scriptures or the inspiration of the Word of God stand upon
a firmner footing than at the present moment. Indeed, the amoke-wreaths of
former conflicts, which we had thought had passed away, appear nowy te be
gathering jute, a new war-cloud, aud threatenîng the Inspired Volume with
extinction. Science, whicli ought te be the . riend, la avowing itself the foe
te Christian Truth, and many ef the votaries ef science seem t& imagine, as
did the French in that little battle at the commencement of their great
struggle,, that victory is already nailed te their colora.. *'it
le -a very important point for us, aud a vcry encouraging one te, bear in mind,
that we are net always called te defend the old position aimp]y with the old
weapons aud with the old defences ; but that, in the provideDce of God, as
fres. assaults are macle upon the Inspired Volume Hle bringp te our hand
uew weapons and naw sources of defence by which, te defend that Word. "

Âfter expressi%~ jei judgmnent that the recent calamities te France were

the visitations of a retributive Providence on that country for the rejection

of the Bible and Ohristianity, lie ably sustains bis view thus :
et Now, it is a very remarkable fact that in the middle of the aixteenth

century France was on the verge ef becoming Protestant. Catherine de
Medicis wrote te the P>ope to aay that se many -were departingrr fromn the
Churcli cf Reine that it was impossible te, centrol, them by the so'verity of
law or by the force cf arms ; and Cardinal de Sainte Croix wrotae te the
Pope in 1561, saying, t The kingdeîu je already hal£ Huguenot.' Now,
this was a crisis in the history and fortunes cf the Churcli cf Rome, aud
how did she meet that criais ? With the sword cf the Spirit ?-Ne ! but
with the sword of bkodashed-with the massacre ef St. Bartliolomew. On
the 24t1i et Auguat, 1572, that massacre teok place ; it vas the act ef France,
and it was the sot alse cf the Ohurch of Rome, celebrsted by Te Deume hy
members cf that Church. .A reaction ne doubt teok place, aud atter a little
wbile the Edict of Nantes was passe by Henry IV., in 1598. But the tel-
eration was but for a, mioment. Through the greater part of the succeeding
century tbe Protestants were persecuted, were driven from, their homes,
banishedl frein their lands, until in 1685 the Edict of Nantes was revoked by
Louis XIV., and a fearful persecution was commenced against Protestant
Christians throughout the leugth sud breadth et France. Now, what was
the result cf that act 7 There were three results which have a very import-
ant besring upon my argument. In the first place, there was the expulsion
of Protestant Christians. In the second place, there was the extermination
as far as possible of Christian books, the Bible sud other books. knd
thirdly, there was the aupremacy of anti-Christian errer. During the whole
of the succeediug century the Roman Catholic Churcli waa supreme i
Fiance. She had the education et the country eutirely in ber own bandas.
Nro other faith was telerated. Ana what. was the resuit 7 Mental stagna-
tion, political corruption, religieus hypocrIsy, and national decay. Wbst de

V7 idat the close of that hundred years? Ve find a licentions nobility,


