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THE CRUSADES.

-- GOOI)hstr is a treasure. It seems so difficuit to
1find a mian tinitingr ini his person those qualities of

head and hecart-science and impartiality-so essen-
~~tial Io the îruîhfui statement of historical racts. The

txwo extremes, cî1stortiiug fiicts on the one hiand, and on the otiier,
*keeping thenm iii thie.*ba-clg<round. sem ta btu the Scylla and

Charvbdis of modern bistorians. B3e they-Protest;ints. they seem
ta take special deliglit inibaknn the Catholic Churcli, iLs men

* and measures; be they Catholics, they trv ta averse the mis-
statements af the former and dreadiq- ]est the kniotviedge af cer-
tain facts would prove pernicinus ta the cause of théir religion,
they minimize or conceal ahtogether many historical facts. Inex-
cusabie, howvever, as are bath of these parties, sufice il for the
present purpose to refer ta the second alone. It is ta these
%vould-be apologiets, that aur Haly Ftather Leo XIII. addresses
the folloiving words of fathefly advice, four.da in that passage of
bis recent letter ta the clergy ai France, --vlere speaking af the
study af Clîurch History, lie savs: <'ReBcause the Church which is
the continuation ;»mon- men off %ha lif of the Incarnate Word, is
composed of a divine an;d a buman element, tibis latter must be
expounded by the professais and studied by the pupils i'ith great
probity. As il is said in the Boolk of Job, God does not need
aur lies.' The more loyal the historian ai the Church xviii have
been in dissimuleting none o! the trials, that the cvil deeds of lier
childreen, and sonietimes even ai her ministers, have caused ibis
spouse of Christ Ïin the course of ages, the more clezrly wiill lie be
able ta show bier divine origin, superior to every consideration af
a purcly cartbfr and material order. Studied ini this manner the
baie bistoiy of the Church constitutes a magnificent and conclusive
demonstration of ilie diviniiy and truil i f th Cbristian Rlgo.

ofXn ai is> the Crusades is a question at point- Catholic
historians in fact ha;ve no renson ta, ztvdcl discus.sing this question,
for the stability and divinity ai the Catholic Church in nowise
depend an the issue. For, indeed, the fâiliuîe %f the Crusades-
supposing for the moment tbat such fifflie can b-, prov-d-is nal,


