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RURAL NOTES.

Gausrine in grain has reached an extravagant
pitch. On February 11th, the transactions in
wheat at Chicago amounted to 80,000,000 Lush-
els, about double the actunl supply in the United
Btates.

Tar advocates of summer-fallowing are wont to
urge that it is the only effectual way to rid land of
the white grub, cut-worm. and other insect sneak-
thieves. Buti a New Jersey farmer reports that a
dressing of eight bushels per ncre of salt to land
badly infosted with white grabs, enabled him to
raise good orops of corn for three years past, which
was impossible previous to this application. It
should also be remembered that while salt is thus
bad for insects, it is good for the soil.

Hox. M. H. Cocmeane, of Hillhurst Farm,
Crompton, Quebec, intends to sell at Dexter Park,
Chicago, April 18th, about thirty head of short-
horn ocattle, comprising all the Duchesses, Wild
Egyes, Kirklevingtons, and Barringtous in the herd
at Hillharst, together with tho BEighth Duke of
Hillhurst, and Thirty-fifth Duke of Oxford. We
shall watch the sale with interest, as indicating
tho present value of the more fashionable Short-
horns in the American market.

Tak State of Conuecticut, saysthe N.Y. Trilune,
has over fifty village socictios for rural improve-
ment, and the excellent movement is fast spread-
ing into other States, including California.
Some of the good results are thus indicated :—

* The man who asks for tho practical tests can bo
painted to many towns where thess associstions have
manifestly done great good in cultivating public epirit,

quickening social and intellectual life, fraternizing the
people, improving the sanitary conditions, enhancing the
valae of real cetato, and increasing the charm and attrac-
tions of domostic life.”

Trere is a fashion in tha shape of apple trees,
and it is as irrational as most fashions are. It
demands high, bare trunks, in opposition to the
natural tendency to branch mear the ground.!
Low-branching protects the trunks from high
winds and ¢ the sun’s meridian blaze; " it keeps
the trees from leaning over under the forco of the
prevailing winds; the limbs are less lisble to be
broken by fierce blasts ; the crops are more easily
gsthered ; while borers, codling moths, and other
insocts are loss likely to gain &ccsss, and de mis-
chief.

Excrusive dependence on clover as a fertilizer
is hardly {0 be commended, but thero is & fact
that speaks volumes in regard to the valne of this
much-neglected means of maintaining the pro-
ductiveness of 1and. The Hon. Geo. Geddes has
a ficld to which no barn-yard msanuro hss been

applicd for seventy years. It was formorly in an

impoverished condition, but, recuperated by the
use of clover and plaster, it is now in a highly
fortilo state; so much so, that the late John Stan-
ton Gould once spoke of its crop of timothy as the
largest he ever saw.

Bov-Lirr on the farm is too often a censeless
round of drudgery. According to the old pro-
verb, ¢ All work and no play, makes Jack a dull
boy.” Sometimes it appears to have the effect
of making him a bad boy. This is the purport
of a “boy-convict's" story which we find in the
journal last mentioned :—

“ Ho wag reared by pious parents, who supposed that
tolead s tﬁodectly raligious life they must banish every-
thing in the shapo of amuscment from their doors. Their
home had nothing about it to atiract aad interest tho
young, and this boy, unable to content himself longer,
broke the fetters that bound him to his cold and cheerlozs
parental roof, and launched ont upon the world, where he
s00n tgl.l into bad company, and then to the commission of
crime.

Tar Secretary of the Elgin, Tll., Board of Trade
challenges the statement that Little Falls, N. Y.,
is the largest daiiy market in the world. He
claims that Elgin leads in the number of cheeses,
though not in aggregate of ppounds; and that
during 1881, Elgin sold 8,869,089 pounds of but-
ter, while Little Falls only sold },402,122 pounds.
The products at Elgin sold Yor $2,209,600.04,
while those at Little Falls were about * $2,0C0,-
000,” Beside tho cheese and butter there wereo
shipped from tlio dairies aronnd Elgin 150 cans
of milk, each containing eight gallons, and 5,000
gallons of milk were condensed at the Elgin Con-
densing Factory.

Mrx-ruxch is a favourite stimulant with somo
ill-advised people. But, sccording to the Medical
Record, hot milk is & stimulant minus the punch,
which greatly lessens the cost, and entirely ban-

1ishes the danger of the beverage :—

« Milk heatsd too much sbove 100° Fahr. losses for a
tirao & degreo of its sweolness and its density. No one
who, fatigued by over-exertion of the body or mind, has
expenienced the reviving influence of a tumbler of this
haverago, heated as hot as it can bo sipped, will willingly
forego a rosort to it becauxe of its being rendoroed 1oss accept-
able to tho palate. The promptness with which its cordial
influoncoe ia felt is indeod surprising. Someo portion of it
seems to be digestod and appropristed almoet immediately ;
and many who now fancy they nsed aleoholic stimulants
when ozhsasted by fatigue, will ind in this simple deaught
an oquivalent that will ba abundantly satisfying, and far
wmore enduring in its eflocts.”

Proresgor Arvorp, at the recert dairy conven-
tion in Woodstock, spoke of the desirablengss of
more exact estimates of the resal feeding value of
onsilage, as compared with its cost. Hon. H. C.
Kelsoy used much stronger langusge at a late
meeting of the New Jersey Board of Agriculture,
and pronounced the estimates given by tho advo-
cates of ensilage * cxtravagant and untrust-
worthy.” He added, that “a little more testi-

mony from the scales, and less rough guessing
in this matter as well ag others, would be bene-
ficinl to all concerned.” Yes: let us, by all
moans, liave tho facts and figures as they really
are. Tho first step in every intelligent process
is, to “provoall things ;" and tho next, to “ hold
fnst that which is good."”

Five requirements have been laid down for
strect trecs: hardiness, rapid growth, attrustive
appearance, umbrageousness, and adaptation,
Tho sugar maple is the grandest of strest trees,
though it lacks the quality of rapid growth. In
spite of this defect, however, it muet and will
take the lead. The linden, or basswood, has all
the characteristics of a good street tree, including
that of rapid growth, which the maple lnoks. It
is also peculiarly valuable becauso, next to the
white clover, it is the best source of honey that
wo hiave in this conntry. If its excellent qualities
were better known, it would be far more exten-
sively planted. A good method would be to
alternate it with the maple, and wo suggest this
plan to those who design to plant sireet trees
during the coming spring.

Laxp needs no rest except what it gets in the
soason of winter. True, the law of Moses pro-
vided periods of rest for land, but this was becau e
agricultare was in a crudo state of development
in that age of the world. Even then, it was only
rest from the hand of man that it got. A natural
growth of herbage was produced, and this, by its
decay, cnriched the soil. Nature abhors a fal-
low, and will not have one unless compelled to
do so by the meddiesomeness of the husbandman.
It will be a great step in advance when clovering
is made to take the place of fallowing. Clover is
at once a crop and a manwre, and strange
though it may scem, while it occupies the soil the
land both rests and works at one and the same
time,

As the result of nogotiations carried on by Mr.
J. E. Fuller, of Onklands Farm, Hamilton, Ont.,
tho Minister of Agricalture has obtained the con-
gsent of the British authorities to the admission,
ander due precautions, of American cattlo into
Canada for breeding purposes. One or {wo
quarantine stations aro to be established at the
western frontier, and there is to be careful veter-
inary inspection of imported animals. Mr. Fal.
ler is interested in this matler as an importer of
Jersoy cattle. He has a choice herd of this breed,
which has been selected with groat care, of the
best strains, and regardless of cost. He has
recently purchased the bnll ** Welcoms,” which
took tho first Guenon prize in the Island of
Jersey last year. Mr. Fullor is a son of the
Bishop of Niagara.




