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A SENSIBLE eider of the Amiericatn Presby-
Sterian Church wvrrtes ta ane of the journls.

asking why it would not do to use the Shorter
Catcchism at ordinations and ask the persans tlîat
arc being ordained if they accept the Catechism as
a stmmary of thicir faith ? A vcry large number
of solid Presbyterians %vould reply that it would do
very well. The Shorter Catecliism cantains the-
ology cnaughi for any average eldcr or minister.
In saie respects it is a better systcm thanl the Con-
fession, and perlîaps very much better than the Con-
fession wiIl be whien the Amncrican Chiurch lias re-
vised it. A Church that stands layally by the little
Catcchism, and teaches it ta the yoting growing Up
within its pale, î',ill neyer become cither heterodox
or weak. On the wholc, wve ould rather take the
Catechismn as a symbol than the revised Confession
if Dr. Briggs has much ta do with the revisian.

T 1-1 E experiences of the past manth shoffld make
us ail more thoughitful and mare prayerful,

too. There are few families iii the Dominion w~hose
plans were iiot more or less interfered îvitlî by a
cause that riot one in a thousand thoughit of on
Christmas day. Dcath lias hurried many ta their
long homre. 1E-vcry marning journal lias a notice
of thc sudden cail of somne ane vc knowv. One pec-
culiar feature of the mortality lias been the number
of prominent and useful men wvho lhave been taken.
Agcd people and weak people have been summoned
in large numbers. If many churches %vere thinned
out last month there wvas no lack af powerful ser-
nions for those wvho ivere kept at îýome. God sends
I-is messages in many %vays and -lie pulpit is only
anc of them. Empty pews in the churches and
empty seats ini the Sabbath school sbould have their
lessons. They should remind us that ive know not
îvhat a day mnay bring forth and that the time is not
fair distant îvhen others shahl fil aur places and do
aur work. January Nvas a dull, trying nionth, but it
might be made an unspeakably great blessing.

BY the death of Senator Macdonald TorontoBloses one of its best citizens, the Province
one of its mercliant princes, and thýý Methodist
Church anc of its most eminent layni..n. Some men
are Methiodists and little more, ju'x as some men are
Preshyterians and little or n'çhing mare. John
Macdonald wvas a Methodist and a great deal more.
H-e ivas an excellent buFcness mani, a ready, forcible
speaker, a fairly gooël %writer and a princely giver.
Ini private life lie -as kindly and geniai and ever
ready ta help th.e needy. Ilis politicai career ivas
a living refutation of the vite siander that party
men are nccessariiy unprincipled and corrupt. In
1878 hs' faced defeat n Centre Toronto rather thail
supràýrt a fiscal policy that hie did not consider i the
ir.drcst of the country. Tal.ing lîim ail in ail, ive
may not soon sec his like again. The Miethodismi of
Toronto has sustained some severe lasses of late.
The places of such men as William Gooderliain and
John Macdonald arc flot easily filled. But the Lord
reigns, and ivill take care af 1-is ownr cause. Men may
camne and meni may go, but the good wvork stili
goes on.

AJOURNAL over the way says that in the se-
Alection of mr-embers of Congress. especially

in the îvest, brains do not counit for as much as
Ijultion. Irains or bulthon is olten thc issue c;ub.
rnitted ta thîe people, and bullion toa often wins.

*rCANADA PRESBYTtIAN.

It was nat always sa. Many af the most distin-
guislîed statesmen of the Repliblic have been poor.
Webster, Sumner anid Ienry Wilson werc compara-
tiveiy pnor men Millionaires fairly swarmi in Wasli
ingten tiniv, and a -statesnîatn's standing there depcnds
more on bis bullion than on liaving a brain like
Daniel Webster. Sa far in Canada brains count for
more tlîan bullion, Comparatively few ai our first
rank men are ricli, but othecr things being equdl, auiy
nue nf them couhd carry any ardinary constitueflcy
against a mere money bag. Canadians like mToflcy
weil ennugh., but comiparatively few af them ivar-
shîip the almighty dollar if another mail lias the
dollar Tt hae niten been said that in England they
wor-;hip a lord, and in the United States they wvorshrp
the almighty dollar. Bath kinds oi warshîip are
essentially degrading.

W Edo flot çhiare the opinion e,.xpressed by
many that the inter defeat ai the London

Triysrs in the Parnell case wil ]ave «in injurious
effcct upnljrurnialiin A journal, flkc a mai, must
stand ini the end on its own merits, and if the Timues
displayed ail amnut i omaliciaus stupidity that
îvouid dikgrace the lnwest party organ, then the
Tintes mu-st suifer, but that is nlo reason îvhy al
journals slîould suffer vith it. Indeed it is quite con-
ceivable tlîat the experiences of the past fewv
months may mutake the Thunderer a botter journal.
For generations the imes has spoken ois aIl sub-
jects îvitlî a mingled air ai omniscience and infalli-
bility. Recent blunders have shown that it is a long
îvay from being omniscient or iniallible. The ora-
cular utterances of thc' Tintes bave alîvays been
offensive ta readers of good taste and sound judg-
nient. If the grcat London organ wvill now change
its tonle and speak as if its conductors wvere human
hike other mortals it may stili lîold its oîvn. The
infallibility air was offensive in the Ti;nes- it is sim-
ply nauseating ini its one or tîvo Canadian imitators.
They, to, may probably be tauglit before long [bat
they are merely hîuman.

THE business depression at presenit existing
Tin Ontario shouid not, and we believe will

not, make any seriaus différence ini the finances ai
most congregations. The average amounit paid per
member and per family is sa small that if yoi.:
spread it out over twvelve months fia temparary de-
pression need afflect it seriously. Herein lk:s the
beauty of the envelope- system. Thousands of peo-
ple ivill pay a small sumi cheerfully eauh Sab'oath
that could flot, or perlîaps îvould not, pay thiat sum
at the end ai thîe ycar îvhen multiplied by fifty-ttvo.
A nman ini fair circunistances cau pay $ per Sabbath
and nat feel it much, pcrhap-,flot féed it enaugh ta
do bu igDod, but if you -,ked himi for a lump suni
af $52 at the end of t1ke year hie miglht Ceci it toa
mucli. There are. hoivever, twvo sources ai danger.
The one, in fart the principal one, is that wben
cverybody is complaining of depression, many peo-
ple imaginie themselves pincbcd wha are just as
prosperiýus as they arc at any other time. The other
is thut business men vhîo give really large sums an-
nually may not find tbcmnselvcs able ta do sa. Stili
God's work goos on, and often goes an much b. -er
in a tinie of partial depression than in a time of in-
flation. A " boom " neyer promotes piety.

D URING 1iîe debate on Revision in the Newv
York Prcsbytery the audience applauded one

or two goad points. The Moderator sharply re-
buked them, told thcm that they bad twice broken
"'tlie sanctity of the building " by applause, and
asked them ta behave better in future. Whether a
little mId applause wvheni a speaker says a real good
thing breaks the sanctity of a churcli building or
nat i- a question wvith whiîcb we shahl not in the
meantime tvrestle. One thing, hoivever, is clear.
If a mid round ai applause breaks tbe sanctity ai a
churcli, sa does a snare, so docs staring around the
roomT, 50 does wbvispering, sa does giggling and sim-
pcring and several other unseemly practices. If the
ilan who iccis 50 mnuch interest in the procecdings
th-it lie claps his hands mildly breaks the sanctity,
wvhat about the man who feels so little that hie is
thinking about bis business or his cattle ? 0f course
ttvo blacks don't make a white, but there is no sort
ai sense in denouncing expressions of feeling at
public meetings and tvinking at worse practices.
There is grim humour in sayrng that applause at a
Presbytery meeting breaks the sanctity of the Duild-
ing. If so, how the building must suifer when two
or thîree members of the court are on the floor at
thie same time proving-well, praving that membeis
of Presbytery are human like other men.
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DR. RRID'S JURILEE.

T is not given to many ministers of the Prcsby-Iteri an Churcli in Canada ta scrve in the wvork
ai the Gospel for haîf a century. Thie majority aiï
its ministers are not suffored to continue by reason ai
death. 1-I re and there oi latc years honoured men
bave been enabled ta complete a fifty years' minis-
try. but the number ai such is comparatively fewi.
XVhen this period af service is rcaclîed it is eminentiy
ftting that the fiftieth year slîould be biallotved. A
faithfuh nîinsqtr3 e\tending over a pcriod so long
is deservinig ni grateful recognition and usuahh>'
ivien such occasions occur there is no undue lauda-
tion aof those wlia have attained to years and lion-
ours. At ail cvcnts a critic of the coldcst anid sev-
erest type could not venture ta say sa in corînection
îvith the celebration ai Dr. Reid's jubilce that ivas
lîeld hast wvcck in Chiarles Street Churchi, Toronto.

At thie hast meeting of Toronto Presbytery tlhe
occasion wvas embraced for the purpase of niaking
congratulatory remarks and the passing ai an ap-
prapriate resolution. An incident of speciai inter-
est in connection with the completion ai bis fift>
yrars ai ministerial service ivas the fact thiat Dr.
Reid preachcd and took part in the communion
service in the Ohurcli at Colborne îvhere lie had
been ordained ta thie office of thie boly min jstry an
the same date, fi fty years before. The circumstances
must have been unusuaily solcmin and impressive,
and thosc whîa iere privilegecl ta bc prescrit wilh riot
readily, forget the impressions produced by theie iv.
ing ivords enforced by the consistent ie f ai ba
century.

The meeting in Chiarles Street CIhurch 'vas in
keceping with thie circunistances and consonant withî
the mnodest and unastentatiaus disposition af the
warthy recipient of the honour and respect so ireely
and spontaneously exprescd-d. The proceedings
ivere entirehy irce froni extravagant and formai eu-
iogy, but evcn in regard ta vhîat wvas said the worthy
doctor in bis quiet and famihiar tanes remarked
that iithout aiecting any mock modesty lie be-
lieved lie wvas overrated. It is ntot bazarding muclh
ta say thiat in thiis opinion flanc in the audience
would sharé. At ail events the sentiment ivas nat
cheered, but ivas received by a gentle, good-humoured
smihe, as much as ta say: 1'It is very ike the doctor,
but there, at lcast, hie is nîistaken." On thie platiorni
îvith himn were Rev. john Neil, pastor ai the Church,
Professor Gregg anîd Rev. Dr. Fraser, of Barrie.
The proceedings optzncd ith devotioral exercises
conducted by Rcv. Robert Wallace and Principal
Caven. Apologetic messages for absence ivere *re-
ceived from Rev. P. Duncan, Coîborne ; Dr. Laing,
Dundas; Dr. Wardrope, GuelphP Dr. Scott and
Dr. Fletcher, of Hamilton. The Presbytery ai To-
ronto tvas represented by a cammittee of wbich
Professor Gregg wvas chairman. le read the address
which liad been prepared, as follows :

As representatives of the Presbytery of Toronto, we con.
gratulate jou an having reached thc jubilee year of your min-
istry ini the Gospel of Christ, and on the measure of health
and vigour which, in the good providence of God, yau are
sil privileged ta enjoy. With gratitude ta the greal Head of
the Church, we recagnize the valuabl.e services you have been
enabied ta render in the variaus positions yau have occupîed.
as a stated pastor, as general agent of the Church, as editor af
the 1fissionary Record, as Clerk af successive Synods and
General Assemrblies, and alsa as Moderator af the highest,
as weIl as af subordinate, courts ai the Chiurch.

In the Presbytery of Toronto, which we represent, you are
regarded with the respect and esteem which are due ta age,
wisdom and worth. In like esteemn and respect wve believe
you are held by the Church at large, which, because of the
confidence il reposes in you, ever seeks and generally follows
your counseis in times ai critical emergency.

Since your ordination in 1840 yotl have witnessed great
changes and important nýavemnerts in the Presbyterian Church,
and especialiy in the Provinces af Ontario and*Quebec. You
have wtnessed the growth of the Church fromn a compara-
tively small number af mînisters, members and adherents, ta
its piesent numbers and extent. You have wtnessed the
unions which have been eflectcd betwveen diffeèrent branches
af the Presbyterian Church in 1840, in t861 and in 1875. You
have winnessed the developmnent of our Home and Foreign
Missions. You have witnessed the origin, nork and endow-
nment of aur colieges, and the organization of the schernes
which have been devised for the benefit ai retired mninîsters,
and afi ninisters'widows and children. In ail these and other
movemnents and enterprisesyou have taken an active and influ-
entiai part ; and ta, you, under God, the Church is largely in-
debted for ils present position and prosperity.

While thankful for your past service.s, nt is out earnest
prayer that van niay be long spared ta render ta the Church,
in years ta corne, the benefit of your iengthened and ripe ex-
perience. Il is aur earnest prayer aise that, wvith the highly
esteetned parîner of your lie and all the members of your
famuly, when the work of each on earth is accomplished, an
entrance may lie rinistered ta you abundantly int the ever-
lastixig kingdom cof aur Lard and Saviaur Jesus Christ.

WiLLiAM GRE-GG.
Chairmian of Retresenfatives of Toron/to Prisbytery.

This wvas followed by an address presented by
the officers on behali ai Charles Street and read by
Mr. James Brown, who made a few interesting refer-


