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what might bs expected.  An evil habit when taken
into custody becomes more rebelllous, The glant
when thrust through with a dart often manifestsan un-
expected strength, So sin, the moment grace lays
upon it its restrainlng hand, becomes more violent
and, for a time, deems quickened into a new life and
possessed of a new power., Dut,

2. ‘The discovery of more sin in the heart than we
were aware of at the time of a supposed conversion is
no cvidence against a present gracious state. The
discovery of more sin does not prove the actual exis-
tence of more sin,  There may be less dirt in a bril.
liantly illuminated room than when it was dark or
dimly lighted, and yet the reverse may  be apparently
true, for the simple reason that the light has discover
cd what was before hudden.  And so there inay be
really less and yet apparently more sin in the heart
now than at any former period, simply because the
Holy Spirit has shined into tlat heart and Jiscovered
to us that sin of which we were before unconsclous
and unaware. Thus the discovery of our sins, so
far from casting doubt upun our spititual state is
somctimes evidenceof increased sand tification, andso
the believer, though thus in darkness, mnay bLe as truly
advancing, shining more and morc unto the perfect
day, as the morning sun is mounting up the heavens,
though apparently detained for a time behind a doud,
The Christian under the influence of sudden tempta
tion may be surprised in.o s, and indulge desires
and thoughts which i wmoie sober moment hie would
be the first to condemn. At the mument of sinning
there is, of course, nd groath, but an  actual
momentary going backward and decling, and
yet when Lis whole spiritual  history and
life arc brought under view therenay bereal progress.
To an ohscrver standing on the beach at one uf vur
scaports, a vessel entering the harbor and tacking
against theswind,may appearat timestobereceding, and
in fact it may be actaally at the moment retrugrading ,
but if he will watch it long enough it will be seen, de-
spite of appearances, to be actually advancing.  So
the Christian may be caught and driven out of his
course, and be apparently dedlining, and yet upon the
wholc, despite of his backslidings, truly and substan-
tially advancing and growing in grace.

More . To judge fairly whetlier there is this advance
or not the Christian must pass a large section of his
history under inspection.  Measured by any particu
lar day, there scems to be no progress, sauply because
it is slow, and imperceptible during the process, but
when he compares his spiritual status to-day with
what it was five or ten years ago, the growth is very
apparent. Thereis a star  while you watch it there
is no perceptible advance, but mark its pusition, and
measure on the sky a con:lderable section, and then,
going away for a while, return and look, and you per-
ceive at once by comparison thit it has mounted up
the heavens. Thus Chiistians, by confining their at-
tention to the pfesent moment, and failingto take ina
large section of their spiritual life, are filled with dis-
encouragements and doubt, when if they would com.
parc distant periods of their history they would be
convinced that despite of the present and intervening
sins they have progressed.

1t is not the mere motions of sin in the heart, or its
presence in the life which convicis a professed con-
version as spurious, but sin loved, welcomed, sub-
mitted to.  “ I 1 regard iniquity in my heart the Lord
will not hear me.” - Rev £, W, Shanks, in Christian
Observer.

GO THYSELF.

An unconverted teacher in a day-school, where the
Bible and religion had not yet been excluded, became
very much conceracd for the spiritual welfare of his
scholars. He went to his pastorand laid the casebe-
forc him,and asked him to come and talk to his
school. Thbe pastor was = wise man, and he replicd,
“ You go and talk to them yoursclf.”

“Qh, that would never do! 1 amnot a Christian,
and it would be the blind leading the blind, and we
should all faltinto the ditch together.”

“But God has very evidently laid this work on your
conscience, and you are the man He has called to it,”
replied the pastor.  “Gad is speaking to you, and He
does not intend you should throw the work on some
one else.”

The teacher went with great trembling before his
school ; hetold them how befelt, and how deeply he
was concerned for them. As he spoke God opened
his lips, and opened his hcart, and he was the first

convert fn a revival that spread all through hisschool,
and all through the plage. Had he followed his own
thought, he would liave inlssed the blessing, and pro-
bably the work would finve been left undone. He
felt the impulse God gave han, hie saw the need as
God revealed ot to hun,  Buat he ‘would have tarned
the work over to another. But fod satd, through
his servant, “Gothysell.”  And as he went, God went
with Lim and biessedhum.

A great many Chastians miss the nchest blessing
by throwing on others what Gud would throw on
them, A parent feels an unusual concern for his
chuldand refers o to the Sabbath-school teacher. A
teacher feels an wtense concern for her class, and
satisfies 1t by urging them to come to sutne meetings
where she hopes tlicy may beimpressed. A Christian
feels anxious for his neighbour, and satsfies that
anxiety by bringing that neighbour out to church,
All these things are very well, but they stop short of
the Divine call. That call has a personal ntent.
When God tmoves the heart of the Sabbatheschool
teacher to yearn for her scholars, he intends she shall
go tothem hessclf. If he had wanted anuther, he
would have called another.  If God has teuched your
heart with a contern for your dlass, you arc in the
i mood and place to do what no one clse can do.
When your scholars come to you hungry for the bread
of Iife. you have no tight to send them anay to find
nuurtshment elsewlicze. Do you be sure and feed
them yourself.  The task may seem large, but when
Jesus told the disaiples to feed the mulutude, He was
preparcd to incecase thew five loaves to the needs of
the occaswn,  He has not fongutten how to muluiply
the feeblest cfforts of those who trust Him, and work
for Hhim.

You have often felt an impulse for the spiritual up-
hfting of some one about you.  You have often felt a
pecubar  drawing towards some special Chnstian
work. If every such impulse were obeyed, how the
church of God would anse in her strengith! Itas
the resistance of these gentle nnpulses that hardens
us and bewilders us. \We do not heed the Divine
voicg, and we soon come not to know the voree when
we hear it

Be sure and do yoursell what God asks you to do,
even though e ask you by the gentlest breattung,
Ubey the gentlest impression of the Divine Spirit, and
you will not only find yourscll enniched therchy, bt
you will also find that the same Spinit which spoke
to you, has gone before you to prepare the way, and
will go with you to guwde and help. God always
speaks softly.  He never comes in the storm, or the
thunder, or the carthquake, but always in ** the sull
small voice.” But there are nich blessings and large
results in store for those who listen and hear when
He speaks. \We are barrenin our hives because we
suppress so much of the best impulses thot ever come
to us. How often have you gonc to your class with a
yearning heart, and yet never opencd your heant?
Then you went away burdened and discouraged. In
the warm impu.se of that yearning, God would have
touched every scholar in your class, and left an im.
pression that would have remained. What a change
would come over all our schools if all the teacher’s
were true to the best impulses of their hearts ; or, it
would be more correct to say, if every teacher would
be truc to the best impulses of the Holy Spint. A
school often seemis on the borders of a glonous revi.
val, all the teachers arc so impressed with their re.
sponsibility. 1f they would all follow thisimpression,
the result would astonish them. But the voice is
hushed within them, and the hovering cloud is lifted,
The impression dics because it finds no vent.

When God speaks to you, therefore, be sure you
hear Him. When He lays a work on your sout, be
sure you do not layit off on somc one else, no matter
how poorly you may be furnished. God furnishes us
for the work to which Hecallsus,and He il multiply
your gifts as you use them,just as Hedid the loaves as
the disciples brake them.—S. S. Zimes.

PULPIT AND PRESS.

How the religious newspaper may aid the pulpit
and benefit the home, is well stated in the following
extract from Dr. Murphy's work on Pastoral Theo-
logy :— .

*“ In a previous chapter we sought to show that it is
for the interests of pastors to keep themselves well
informed, through rcligious journals, of the progress
of Christ’s kingdom; we would now strongly urge

upon them that they- should also use their influence
to Introduce such journals into the families of their
congregations.  As almost all great enterprises of the
day have thelr newspaper to support them, so every
denonunation of Christians, and cvery important
Chostian undertaking has ats journal.  There aro
papers adapted t0 every class of minds and to every
dnlt of rcligtous thought.  This subject the minister
should lnok into, and endeavor to have his pcople
Lienefited by the rich stores of instruction which are
flowing out from the religious press.

* He may draw much important aid in his work
from this source.  The penodhical rehgious press,
when habiually perused, will undoubtedly make the
people more intellyent, and, consequemly, more tn-
terested an the kingdom of Christ ; 1t will supplement
the teachings of the pastor, which must necessarily be
lumited $n extent ; 1t will enforce by adding addivional
authority, the truths wlhich are uttered from the pul-
mt.  Its assistance will make the work of the pastor
casier. It will give the people fuller information
than the pulpit possibly can, about the great enter-
prises of benevolence which the church s carrying
on, and so will interest them in thusc enterprises,
and make them more lberal in thair support.  If re-
hipious journals did no more than take the place of,
and so crowd out the pernicious huerature that ts
1ssutng from so many other presses, it would bean un.
speakable blessing to the Church and the world,
That pastor 13 ucglecting a splendid auxshary to hus
scork, who 13 nol using every effort to induce his people
to take and read papers sohich are devoted to the spread
of che rightconsness of Christ in the salvation of svuls,
and pursfymng the hves of beltevers.

“\Ve need to give continued thought to the sub.
ject, in order to appreciate the value of a good reli-
grous newspaper, conung segularly into & family, and
bomg read by ats varnous members. Weekly it
preaches its timely sermions to the household. Somne
of the most able and pious munisters, and other
writers, that are to be found in the land, are those who
may be heard through its pages. And they send
forth, in this way, the very best of their thoughts.
‘The religious newspaper keeps the people informed
of what is going on in the Church and the whole king-
dom of Chnist. It says many things plainly to them
which the pastor, from delicacy, or other causes,
could net say. Many of the people will scarcely
tead anything clse than newspapers ; how doeply -
portant it is that those papers be of the right kind !
The family wlnch habitually reads a good rcligious
journal, will undoubtedly have a higher and more
ntclligent tone of picty than that which neglects this
inethod for growth in knowledge. They will have
wider views and more gencrous unpulses towards the
truth, whether it is to be supported at home or extend-
cd abroad.”

IT FRETTED, BUT SAVED,

A prorunent mnerchant, in one of our towns, gives
the following account of the way in which he was led
to Chnist: “I was in B——, buying my stock of goods.
On Saturday 1 was in the store of —, away up in
the highest storey of the building, attended by the
salesmanof thatdepartment. Suddenly,and rightinthe
mudst of our business transactions, he stopped talking
of lus goods and began to talk to me about my soul.
He talked on a hittle while, then opened his memor-
andum book, and went to business again. Now that
fretted me at first. I could not help feeling worried
that he should interrupt our buying and sclling in
that way. And how did he know but that I might
take oficnce and quit. The truth is 1 did think of
turning on my heel and leaving the store.  Well, that
night, 1 could not get rid of what hie had sad to me.
While it worried mc, it also kept me thinking of my
spiritual condition. I could hardly slecp that night,
because the man's words haunted me so. And 1
never got rid of them. They kept me thinking, until,
a short time afterward, 1 became a Christian, That
man fretted me, but I believe he saved me.”?

A word ir: season—how good it ist Qne tittle con-

versation, nut five minutes long, brought this heedless
wotldly soul to Christ. Reader, did you ever try such
work as thus?  If not, begin it now.  But pray first;
thenspeaktothatlostsoul near you. Howdo vouknow
what the result will be? Many a soul would be saved
if more of this sort of work were done.  And is not
many a soul lost because Christians are so dumb?
Will you let that man at your side go to hell for want
of a word that you can speak?—~Pervy, in Central
Presdyterian.




