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there was hardly a blossom to be, seen upon heinlock forests throughout the whole year. It
them. is ini the autumn and i!nte -ote ho«vr

thatthey tire nmost frequqently 'obser .ved.These birds are also very partial to the biais In cold. and -àio1nmy 1iveather'I have seen them
of the niaple, and I haye seen the ground be- ini little 1flocks 'of- fin -or *twenty about barn-
neath the trees on which they liad been féed yards and outhouses, somnetimes descending todn'th*egroundc to' feed, like so many Plgeons, andcompletely ptrewn with the outer covering of the then settlin.c. when dfsturbed, on the roofs of
budg whicli they had devoured. The bernies of the nearest buildings, ati ithentimes aligthtingon
the mountain asli a]so constituto a very favour- the farni-house itself, and picking ýat the mortar

ite ood an in omesemns Mienthee brdson the 'walls.
ite ood andiiisomeseaonswhe thee brds They are said to very fond of any saline sub-

have visited us in great nuînbers, I have not un- stance, and as sait is sometimes mixed with plas-
frequently seen them, feeding feanlessly upon the ter or whitewash, it may in sorne measure ac-emcounit for their curious proceedings. Bute this
bernies of the mounitarn ash trees in1 the strcets as it may, I have seen these biids clinging lk
of the toivn, undisturbed apparently by the noise s0 rnany plants to the wall of a cottage, busily at

andbusle rond hei, nd he ees binghework picking off the whitewash, and although
and bte arrud, thei and te the sbinh frequently distuirbed, rturning again to their

part~~~~~~~~~ thypeerdÇhywudsatrtesi mpIbloyent, until* the walls bore0very evideilb
of the fruit upon the grou.nd beneath, where it mIn'rs7k Of their -visits.

wastrodenky he eetofthepas3er by unil Although thus tamne ani famniliar at certain
was rodcn b th fee ofthe as~rs b, utilseasons,for the greater part of the ycar the Cross-

the pavement became almost crinsoned. bis frequent almost entirely the pine and
Audubon speaks of curious sQres or excresen- hemloek forests, feeding upon the seeds of

ces w1iiclî appear sumetimes on the legs uf these the white pine and iemnlock spruce, which
birds, produced, as he supposes, by the re.9mnoùs their s.trong and 'powcrful bills enable themn
inatterof the fir tree, on which they pricpay tôeoxtricate fromi the cones with the great-
obtain their xood. I have neyer met with an est ehse. They frequently stand on one foot
instances of the kind among thlose shot hoee; only, *and employ the other after the inan-
but if tho disease is caused, as Audubon su i~per' of *Parrots, ini conveying the food to
poses, by constant feeding on the resinous "b-uds their bills. These birds utter aclear, sharp and
of the pine and ftr, their diet when in this part not uninusical note, the whole flock chatterigu

of Cnad iscertinl suficentl vaed~o ro.- as they fiy. They pass tlirough the air in a toi-veCn is crrn. fiietyvredf erbîy swift, undulating flight, capable of being
The Pine (3rosbeak lias a particularly soft, protracted over a long distance.

musical eaUl-note, aud In its native woos 4t 'la The plumage uf the'Crussbfll varies according
said to sing very sweetîy. to t1ie »àge and sex of the individual. The gen-

The plumage of the maie bird is exceedingly oral colduir of the old maies is a duil red, nlixed
handsoine; the genéral colour over -thé ead more or less ;vith orange and yellow on the

nec, re8t,'bckofthe neck and 'upbun rumpyhead and breast, the colouring being al-.
a rih crmie -theféaher ofthe ackandway brghtst n teseparts ; quil]s aat

scapulars, greyish brown, more or less tingedl feathers, -brownish black ; the red colour is paler
and edged with carmine; the abdomen and low- on the lower parts, pas9sing into whitish on the
er tail coverts, a3h grey ;wings, blackishi-brown; belly-. The coluurs of the young maies are paier
the primaries snd their coverts nanrrowly edged and duller, the -apper parts a greenish-brown,
with white, the secondaries broadly edged withi -v.ith an admixture of yellow tints on the back,
Swhite ; secondary coverts and firat row of small and more especiaily the rumip. In the female,
Loverts tipped with reddish-white ; the smaller the upper parts are greyishi-bruwn tinged with
coverta edged with red ; tail, blackisli brown. greeu; the sides cf the head and neck of tile
In some individuals the colouring on the head, samie colour as the back ; the under parts paie
back ana rumpis more or less varied with shiades gie2eniahl-yelloNv, brigliter un the fore part of the
of vermillion, orange and yellow, a,,d there is breast.
often mucli difference in the général briliancy of There is a very beautiful variety of Crossbill
the plumage; indeed, 1 have seldoni procured wvhichi is sometimes, thougli rarely, met with
two specimens exactly alike. The female us here .the White-winged Crussbii (Cutroirostra
mucli more sobcr in lier attire th:m the maie bird, Lecçptcira). They are suxaller than the common
theýco1ouring of the liead, neck and rump being Cross3bill, and the général colour of t'he Pliuge
generally a browniah-yellow, interspersed with a in the maie bird is a darli crimson ; the wings
few brigliter shades of orange; the feathers of -have twu very distinct, v', ell-defined bauds of
the back, throat and abdomen are but slightly jPure white.
tinged with the saine colours, the général tint Tiero is a very ~rcfllittie bird frequently
being ash-grey. jseen in conipany withthe, Crossbills, and rcsem-

Cnlike the species previousiy described, the bMg them. solme'ahat in iu habites; the Pine
Crossbill(Cu2'vtirostr-a rnericanda), aithougli more Finch or Pino lInnet (C w ýysomdtis pinits), but
frequently seen in winter, is nevertheless an in- which I have only niet with in tbis neiglibouàr-
hiabitant, more or less commnon, of our pine and Jhood during the autumu and winter months. It


