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ROUGE ET NOIR.

Meanwhile-0 mores, mores /-while lie lies there,
prone but rccovering, let us observe the excellence of his
intentions at least, as indicated by the pictures, &c., upon
bis wvalls. Upon his right, along %vith Il Scratch My
Back Iland Il Home, Sweet Home"I in * wool, hangs, like
the stL tue of Regulus hidirsg its w*..cping eyes, " Labor
C.sz:ia ViincitL" In another pLce a rewvard is facetiously
offered for the recovP , of certain moments of lost timp
wbich disappeared one day and had not since been re-
covcred. And look bere!1 Almost as if the owncr
wished zo inspire hîmiself with like valor of boldness, he
bas suspended bere a copy of Ruben's famous picture,
"Casar Crossing the Rubicon." The rkneeds no

descripti.zn, being farnilar to your readers. Th,-- great
conqueror, astride the back of a captive Gaul (one of
those doubtless taken iii the seventh chapter), though
passibly a I3riton, wvhosc log he is boring apparently witli
a gimlet, on account of the unfortunate man's having
splashed his rider with wvater d..ring tîte passage.
Although the a-rt;st has written no .such, wordis as pro-
cccding from the lips of his subjc':t, yet bis brushi speaks
amply; the expression in !he face of ~Csar veliens is
Most unmistakeably that of ",Go Steady il, But the
crowvn of the room is IlNewton," Between a fl(.- of
ROUGE ET NOIR un tLe one side and a stufl'cd oiwl (the
symbol of wisdom), on a brass dlock, on the other, the
indefatigable Newton observing wvith hi!; telescope the
far-off descent of the famous apple in bis neighbor's
orchard, andI sending his little peppercorn boy to pick it
up. The patience upon the fae is sublime andI it wvas,
not unlikely, to encourage the owner in the pursuit of
that virtue during bis varlous studies, that this faithful
engraving *.as7 placod where it is.

But cnoùgh, for he is recovcring. As soon as he is
sufficiently restored to coinprchend English, you bcg
him to spare himself more for the future. "RealIy," you
say, Ildon't tuo any more to-day. After ail that you had
better xake zý walk." He lakes you at your word, reluct-
antly closing bis volume at aua exciting place, remarking,
".Perhaps 1 had better." Yes, lie takes bis hat and goes
out for oxygen, though not witbout a mnurderous glance
at the various pages of %vbite foolscap yet unscorcd.-
that happy, innocent young prouIhet!

But noiv, disturb him not He is dreaming of bis
possible niche hercafter in WVestminster Abbey, if not in

LC beearts of "la grateful people (bis parishiioners)." Iffe
is unconscious. He is happy.

BIRD-VOICES.

The robin and sparrow a.wing, o silIvcr-throatcd accord:
The lowv soft breath or a inte and the dcp short pick of -j chord,
A Soldta chord and a Bute, wherc the throat of the anaole SwVells
Picldward. and out of the bile the passing of boboliunk bejis.

A. LA inMS tf he Cnw~

CONSTANCY 0F PURPOSE.

Human lifé consists cif a succession of small cvcnti,
un;mýortant perhaps in tltemrscelvs, and yet 4-very man's
success or ftilure clepends upon the decision or indecision
he manift:sts in making them individually conduce to
bring about the end hc has in vicw. Uow beautifully
George Eliot expresses th*ý in that sentence in IlRomolo'
in which site speaks of Ilthat inexer.-ble lawv of human
souls that wc prepare ourselves for sudden deds by the
reiterated chiice for good or evii, wvhich gradually doter-
mines character." Who bas not cxpericced the secret
discomfort, oftcn disgracc, of not being able to aa!;,wcr
ivitl any degree of certainty suclh question~s as " What
will you be ?" "V hat wiil you do ?"

A slight knowlcdge of mankind will furnish many
illustrations of purpose constantly changing, and a fewv
of decision of character. It is flot necessary to seek this
knowlea yc outside of College lueé. Indecd, witbin the
narroW confines of a University building are to bc found
thé bcst illustrations .f character. A Frcshman, for
instance, clatcd possibly by his success at thc matricula-
tion exami'%atioti, resolves to work diligently throughout
the term. T_. assist 1dm hc arranges an claborate pro-
g' amme or time-table, to take effect on the following
Monday. Monday arrives, he attends ail lectures, takes
a constitutional in' the affernoon, and commences bis
cvening's rcading punctually. Shortly J.ter nine o'clock
a friend invites himn to supper. W'ould it b, a %o7
tbing to go? He thinks it would. He looks at bis
time-table and flnds that he is due to Icavc Hc'mer at
10. 15 p.m. 14 e mnust follow the programme, and again
applies bimbelf to work. The noise in the corridor, as oÇ
some one jingling botties, attracts bis attention ; and
forgetting the fact tl'at IlHebe poured out nectar amidst
the venerable gods," he wondcrs if -ectar is anythi-ng
like lager. He thinks it must have been. At aIl events
it is the vcry thing to set bim up. Hc can finish the
Homer in tbe mnorning, andI the next minute finds him
in the roomn where supper bas bc-en prepared. In the
morning he bas a sligbt becadache; shall he prepare the
Homer or not ? Thus he lingers, uncertain, tilI the bell
for lecture determines the question for him, by the cet-
tainty that it is now too late for preparation. This srirt
of thing occurs frequently during ti e ck, at the end of
wbich somcthing is discovered to bc wrong with the pro-
gramme, which is then destroyed. A new one is made
for the followving wvek, only to share the saine fate.
This is by no means an illustration of an isolatcd case.
Many are the instances of men liesitating a lcng time
bLcteen different or opposite deterininations, though
impatient of the pain of such a state, and ashamed of the
debility. What mmnd, wvbile thus beld in a tremblîng
balance, bas not been vexed that it has flot more resolu-
tion, more of anlything that wvould save it front envying
even the decisive instinct of brutes!1 Tbe chief disad-
vintage arising from such a nature is that a man can


