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kiscd frecly for present comforts, witlxout regard to tho image after-
'wards to, ho carved fromn thie rêsidue. Ha(I the thoughlt of Iiis god
been present to lais mmid, lio could Juive modelled a botter iae
%vithout hiaving robbed his tire. H-e could liave worshiipped luis
image bofore it wvas carved into'clear outlinoe. Thie thoughit of biis
god froîin thie very beg,çiinniing would have served hiimi well. It would
liave inade his fire hurn more brighitly. It wvould hiave givem. relisli
to his roast. It would have given plae and pleasure to bis god.
But alas!1 there is xmow but a meagrre spoil out of wichl to sliape biis
image. Tho hîeart. and body of Iiis cedar trec hiave already beeni
consuined. The mere fragmients reinaîn whieh choice abandoncid
and which cngaged no thouglht or care of thc would-be-worsliipper.
Trhis residue is now surveycd and measured. [t eaii make but il
poor imnage. It cannot by its imposing features inspire heroisrn or
nobleness of worship. It is but a residue and the measure and wortli
of the wvorsiiip to be lavishied upon it. It is flot only the last but
leanest portion of the cedar. And flow thiat tie worshipper linis
roasted his roitst, and is satisfied and can say 1 ha anu warm, 1
have seenl the flre," hie is thirowin ini upon, Ihîmnself to colnsi<ler -whualt
niust comne xxext ini the prograimme of lifé. His c*yes tun in upon
a liungrýv anid desolate soul. His tlioughtsk turn in, to fin<1 there -i
solitary spirit longing for tlie eoinpanionsliip of biiglier fornis of lile.
'flic trexnbling soul is surrounded by impenetrable dlarknes.S. He umus
mot known Iiis God long enoughi to forîin a liin and trutliful fricuid
sliip, auid that life -whièh seonxed so rich anid full of exîjoyxïutnt is
itou t1ircatening, t<) be dark auid desolate, andi fumnislîed with lt

certain 1101) of l)ctter thiiigs.
As we look into daily lile we shahtl sec the working, of that primu-

ciple of idolatry iniinîany fornis.
1. In i",ard to the periodIs of life there is grent da;n ger of rohbingr

Cod of the best of our days. In the opening 'ears mmmxx is 1)ossesC(l
of rare <1uaiities for wvorshIipping muaid serving ( Ad. Our Lord gave
ample testilaon3' of tlie preciotîs quality of eliildlioof wlien He coin-
Inîended Uic simple faith and love of ebjîldren, aud Iiade thlein tlic
examples of huîuility and1 trust. Tliere is a swcetne.es muid freslines;
ini the youmîg antil tendler life. It is guilcless and simple in iL-S ways
of working. Tlie heart ean then most easily entertain thionglîts of
(Cd and cherish Ifis love and lighit. But if tlhis simple and pliable
niature fails now to tiîîd its olhict of worsipi, iiici service, how scoon
those receptive falculties becoume en-,rossed witli othier thns? Nu-

ý324


