
Fifi y-first Anniversary

Goshen of WVestern Canada, but the littie haridful in tha-t fishiernicn's isie,
clpn ingipon the varicd fortunes of tlîcir precarious callintg, Il.IC contributed

$5.000 to aid the mission cause. Newvfouinland showed the truc inissionary
spirit. foi- in their poverty thc people Nvere reaching in desire and prayer and
effort towards the population of Asia, in China, and Japan. The speaker's
rcniarks %vcre rcpcatcdly interrupted by the checers of the audience.

The Rev. W. WVILI.ÏAMS, Secretary of the Lonidon Conference,
seconded the motion, and said lie begged to express ail thc pleasure
lie could feel under the circunistances at secing dheir excellent Chair-
mian in the position he occupied that nighit. But there ivas, to a ner-
vous man, suchi a drcad of the task assigned itn that lie could not
sa), that pleasu-re was unixed. He prized the privilege of making the
acqu-aintance of so inany excellent men as those lie met wvithi that night. He
did flot forget that lie was in Cobourg, a place that hiad appeared to hini in
the enthlusiastic days of hiis youth as the Athens of Canadian Metlîodismi, in
whose acadeuîiic groves %vise teachers had ivalked witli respectfu] and eager
studferits of the truth. He rejoiced thatt great good iiad been accomplîshied
by tic institution to iihichi lie referred ; good whichi would be felt for a great
w~hile to comne. Cobourgr, hiowever, wvas flot like Athens in mnany respects.
No Necropolis lifted to the skies a temple whichi was the expression of a
superstition as deceptive as it wvas degrading. No " iMars' Hill" aIpleared as
a place %vhere theological questions wvere to bc deterinied, for their crced
wvas unsliaken, and ever wvould be. Tliey were flot a selfish little demiocracy,
but a part and parcel of a noble empire, upon which the suni neyer faiicd to
look ; and their loyalty to Methodiin %vis as strong as their ioyaltv to their
gracious Quecn. He said that lie %ýyas a stranger there, and needed some
introduction to them, and rejoiced to say that lie wvas of Methodist ancestry.
He toid a huniorous anecdote i!lubtr;ttive of hîis position. In regard to the
report, that spoke for itseif. As to the propriety of printing and publishing
it there could be no question. Tîxat wvas ail hie need say on that point. In
the report therc wvas muich to congratulate thernselves iipon, and to thank
God for. If they had not an increase in every dcpartment of their wvork,
they hiad a very gratifying exhibit on the wlîole. The revicw of a single year
wvas too short, and did flot -ive a fair view of their progress. They wcre
reaping the benefits of the teachings, prayers and actions of men w~ho lived
biundrcds of years ago. 'l'le moderrs wvere the truc ancients. Upon them
the ends of the world liad comne. Th'le treasures accumuiated during the past
wvere theirs. Thev too ivere working flot only for the presenit, nor yet for
ncxt year, but for ages to comie. Who can say that Europe ivas flot the
1better for Luther, Calvin, Savonarola, whC, iived hundreds of years ago?
Engflanci was the better, and so were they, in America, for the efforts of such
mnen as Wyckliffe, Tyndall, the martyrs whose blood had dyed the B3ritish
soul, for the Puritans, etc. The present glory of Methodismi arose under
God fronm the labours of men who lived in the distant as wcil as the recent
past. If they wishied to break the rock, they must drill to, its centre, put in
the explosive elemnent, thon a spaîk would (Io the rebt. Men of thc past hiad
drilled into the vast miasses of superstition, others hiad followved and died,
yet for ages the -%vork %vent on, until the ie of rending camne. Suchi times
wvere these. He spoke of tic snows formin g in masses, and thon rushing
down thi nmountain side, swveeping away every obstacle, as illustrating the
accumulating powers of the Church, and the overivhelming rush of revival
timies. He referred to the moment wl'ien, after hours of waiting. the rear
rank of the Britishî arm-y at the Battie of Waterloo wvere ordered to, the front,
and thc for-ces of France were swvept from the field. The Captain of their
salvation said to the Methodist host, " Let the %ihole line advance." So he
said to ail truc Christians, lot tiieni go forward. The foe wvas flot to the


