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e language is stili the Latin. Neverthe-
it is the Spanish language, though found-
n the Latin; and so, hereafter, miust the

enicart lancuage, inodificd as it duubîle-ss
Ibe by national peculiarities andi nfringc-
îs, be distinguished by that naine froim its

totype, the Englishi. Tute I"renci language
by gerteral customn and consent of nations,

orne almost a tîniversal dialeet; ht is coin-
nly used as the mnedium of officiai commu-
iwn, betwveen functionaries of other coun-
,wholly unconnected wjI France;; il is

general organ of inlercourse i'ith iravel-
in ail the various European territories;

no one, in the I)reseill day, can preîend to
e received a liberal education, wlîo posses-
no acquaintance wuîh the Frencli language.
t though thus univcrsally uiscd,-alîhioughi
hnica, terms; and modes of exp)rebioni are
tiently burrowed frumn the French, and in-

poraîed into otlier long(Tues, yet no on'3
tIld ever dream of altering the uronun-
tion or meanîng of Frencli words, or of dis-
ting the establislied made of expression in
t language; n~or w'ould the nation to whamn
i agug pertains admit of sucih innoia-
s, vr allow any such forcign barbarismls tu
ingîaftLd uuion the genuine national lan-
ge of France. Su, tien, slhould wvc be
aIly jealois of Ameirican corruptions of our
gIlsh tongue, and eer watchful agrainisi
ir introduction into colloquial usage among

remenibering" that in uincorswtl
moilier cuuntry and ils native inhabitants.

,zr diýct;on and writttn compositions wilI bc
oged by îlîem according to thc estabîislhcd
es of the Englisit language; and that our
lulgence in Aimerican innovations and pecu-
riiS 'ViIl be considered, as evidences of
lgirity antI ignourance.
Having thus prcniised the principIcs nain-

Iy ir.cidental te ibis sulbject,-principles
ich sliould be carcfully remcmbered and

thfully actcd upon, by ail whu would cilut-
te correctness and purîty of spee-ch,-I now
oced to adducc a few examples, among the
mnerous corruptions already prevalent, as
cimens of the innovations against îvhieh
arc called upon t0 guard. These common

'ors may be divadcd into several classes.
me arc mere Anierican barbarismrs; othcrs
Signorant perveisions of the gcnuine mean-

of words, net peculiar to our rcpublican
ighbours enly; and others aro ungranima.

rai modes of expresb>îon, which a liftIe ex-
pination of Lindley Murray or Pinnock will
tablo overy one te rcîify. I would only

further remarli, for the consideration of tho
critical portion of my hearers, that titis lecture
being merely a popular exposition of a few
comnion errors, 1 deeni it besi to ronduet il,
nul s0 much by referring the examples ta
grclflhlflal uits, which wnildbepresuming
a previous knowledge, ineonsîstent with the
design and objecta of tîjîs dissertation ; as by
unfulding iii a simple manner, the ratione of
tîxe criticismns advanced, and ihus cndeavouring
to convince thereason, wvhile exposing theerro-
imoans practice. Syntactical knowvledge muat
be the resuît of the prîrate study of enquirara.

One of the most prumin,:nt verbal abuses
borruwed from our neighbours, ha th,~ gross
pîerversionî of te verb Ilto Jix." The best
Engîîshi Luxicographers deflr.e the meaning of
this vcrb as " tofstn, to -seille, !o dctcrmnine; si

and il ia never legiîimately mnade use of, but ta
express sucla a mode of disposing of or secure-
ly settiîtig anythixibL, ihat it ýhaIl not be hiable
tu casual remioval or alteration. When, tîero-
fore, wv hear sur:h absurd expressions, ns te
"fix the tea-thiinus," "'fix the cha*rs," and
many othier such imiproper use.; of that vcrb,
awe may ai once s-t flîemn down ns grosa vol-
garitîrs. The lerm "fix 's also often very
împroperly used in refference to personal ac-
lions, ha'.ingy nu refurt;nce to positive fixation.
Persans speaking tqgcther in business, will
say, 111 willfex il for you," or, IIWill you go
and fix tliat malter 7" or, IlNeyer mmnd, l'Il

fia- liim ;" iwlîcr ihey merely intend, that îhey
wîll arrange or seille such îînd such an affair,
or wvill set suchi and sitch a person riglîl on
some particular point. Nowx, althouigh tho
verb " tofix," means "lto seule or determine,"
yet uts principal definition is "Ita ASTE-;;" and
wlenever it is properly used, it is invariably ta
denote afirnt and permanent establishment or
securîngt of anylhing, and nul a mere tempo-
rary sctulemet or arrangement. Il is also,
especîally îo be rcmembered, t,int this verb
rightly aîîplies only to things and inanimat.-
objtccs, and nul to actionsaor topersan-, unlesa
some re.straining and overpowering force is
included in the exp~ression; and tîtereforo, ta
speak offixing a person oranimal, or of fixing
a malter or affair whicli naerely requires set-
tlenment. or arrangement, is perfeeîly ridiculous.
But the grosseat abuse of ibis word "fix," ha
tlie îranamuting il freina ccrb taasubstantivâ.
Wc often hear persons say, "I'ni in a preîîyftx,"
or, "lHe will find hîmself in a nice fix," and se
on; thus creatîrîg a substantive mihich dote nat
c.rist inthtEngli.sh language, wlîile, et the
saiem re, the meaning weuld lie conaeoly


