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Is devoted to the funtherance of the Gospel of
Christ, and pleads for the union of all bes
lievers In the Lord Jesus in harmony with His
own prayer recorded [ the seventeenth
chaptes of John, and on the bLasis sct forth Ly
the Apostle Paul in the following terms s ** 1
therefote, the prisoner In the Lotd, beseech
v to walk worthily of the calliag whetewlth
ye were called, with all lowliness and meek.
ness, with long suffering, forbeating one
another In love 3 giving diligence o keep the
onity of the Splrlt In the bond of peace,
There Is cne body and one Spirit, even as alro
ye were called In one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one falth, one baptista, one God
and Father of all, who is over all, and
through all, and In all,"—Eph. iv, 1.6,

‘This paper, while not clalming to be what
is styled an ** organ,” may be laken as fairly
tepresenting the people koown as Disciples of
Christ [n this country.

Sudden Converslons.

—

There has been great dispute as to
the genuincness of sudden conversions,
‘There are some who suppose that con.
venion is a gradual reformation, by
which, a person, leaving off one sin at
a time, will in the course of years be
frce from their besetments.  There is
another view of the subject which
holds that conversions are wrought by
the power of God, and that they may
be, and often are, wrought suddenly,

A story is told'of & clergyman who
pmchng in & parish church, declared
dui&h\u\.tlly*‘hlr'séidcn Loners
sivas were, :mpowﬁle-six months was
the shortest time in which 2 man
could be saved. A laboring lad had
recently been converted in a hitle cot-
tage meeting. A (armer who was re.
luctant to allow the use of his kitchen
for the “purposes of social worship,
heard of bis conversion,  Seeing him
a few days afierward at work in a field,
he asked him if the report was true—
that he was converted.

* Yes,” said the lad, **it is true,”

“ But the parson says it is impossible
to get converted in less than six
months.”

“ Well,” said the boy, it may take
the parson six months to get convericd,
but all I know is that it did.not take
me 3o long.”

1t is believed that the Apostle Paul
was preity thoroughly converted, and
he was no casy subject to be persuaded
or cajoled. He left Jerusalem breath.
ing out thicatenings and slaughter,
Near Damascus we find hiin crying
out, *What wilt thou have me to do ?”
‘Three days after we see him in the
house on Straight Street praying, and
we hear Ananias saying to him, ¢ Why
tarriest thou? Arise and be baptized,
and wash away thy sins, calling upon
the name of the Lord,” It took no six
months to change that perseculing
sinner into a saint of God, DPhilip,
sent by the Holy Ghost, found the
Ethiopian treasurer on the Gaza road,
reading the scriptures and enquiring,
* Of whom speaketh the prophet this?
of himsclf, or of some other man?"
He preached to him Jesus, and came
to a certain water and baplized him.
Philip was caught away, but the
travcler went on his way rejoicing.”

The Jews who rejected and crucified
Christ, whon they heard of his resur-
rection, said, ** Men and brethren, what
shall we do?"” They were bidden to
repent and be baptized every one of

them, and there were added to them
that day ** about threa thousand souls.”
Itis truc that these were persons who al-
rcady professed to bielong to the people
of God ; they were not heathen ; but
the process of conversion in the case
of heathen is not necessarily pro.
tracted.

The jailor at Philippi was not a Jew,
nor is there any evidence that he was
a plous man.  He knew how 10 make
his prisoners fast, pushing them into
‘an inner prison and securing their feet
in the stocks ; but when an earthquake
shook the prison to thc foundations,
when the voice of prayer and praise
rung out amid the darkness, he was
frightened and drew his sword and
sought to kilt himsclf. ‘Then he came
in wrembling and, fcll down saying,
“ Men and bretheen, what shall [ do ?”
He was told what to do; he believed,
vas baptized and all his, and rejoiced,
believing in God with all hi¢ house.”
At night he was a rough jailor, im.
prisoning the servants of God, at mid.
night he was thinking of killing him.
self, but before morning he was con-
vetted, baptized—he and all his—and
“rejoiced, believing in God.” And
his conversion st have been a
strictly orthodox one, for it was under
the ministry of the great Apostle P'aul,
and Silas his fellow laborer,

There i no lack of instances of
Latddern ccnvem:ra\:'mth Amtory q
the. Church of* God. In fact’ alt the
calls of God preclude the idea of’ dclay,
and urge men to come to Christ for
healing and salvation and to come at
once, not delaying for a more con-
venicnt season, nor waiting till better
fitted to reccive God’s mercy, Behold
now is the accepted time ; bohold o
day is the day of salvation.— 7TV Com-
mon People.

Unknown Ministers.

There are ministess in humble
places where they are scarcely heard
of from year-to year.  Yet in lowly
homes and simp'e churches they meet
the people and do a work without
which the carth would be poor indecd.
They will not bc known as great
preachers.  ‘U'hey will not be spoken
of as having achieved notable succese,
T’hey will not be pointed out as men
of commanding influcnce, ‘They will
be unheralded and not widely known.
But what would the world and the
church be without these camest, faith.
ful heroes, who work for Christ and for
ctereity 2 In the light of © that great
day for which all other days were
made,” when cvery sceret thing shall
be brought to light, it will be seen that
no place was humble where there was
the oppottunity to lead a single soul to
Christ,  To be unheratded here, dots
not mean that one shall be unknown
forever.  Uselulness is greatness, and
to do onc’s duty in love to God and
man, in ont's own place, is to male
life a success, so that at last, in the
presence of angels and men, all shall
see that it was successful and beautiful,
—Selected.

Hox casy is the thought, in certain
moods, of the loveliest, most unsclfish
devotion. How hard is the doing of
the thought in the face of a thousand

unlovely difficulties.—AMacDonald.

Humility.

The bird that soars on highest wing
Builds on the ground her lowly nest ;
And she that doth most sweetly sing
Sings in the shade when all things
rest ;
In lark and rightingale we see
What honor hath humility,

When Mary chose the better par,
She mecllly sat at Jesus' feet;
And Lydia's gently-opened heart
Was made for Gli's own temple
nicet 5
Fairest and best 2dotned is she
Whose clothing is humility,

]
‘The saint that wears heaven's brighles\\ u

ctown
In deepest Hdoration bends;
‘The weight of glory bows him down
The most, when most his soul ase
cends ;
Nearest the throne itself must be
‘The footstoo! of humility,

-

The Portrait of Cl_lrist.

Amongst the- non-essential but al.
ways interesting tlopics of sicred dis.
cussion (says the Christian Common-
wealth) most Christian people will in.
clude that of the Likeness of Churist.
Of course the likencss referred to is
the physical, not the spiritual.  This
subject has of late been receiving much
critical and artistic attention,  Every.
one must have been impressed with
the fact that although no authentic
portiait o ﬁeaus cin bte'szid o ‘béex-
tant, yet there is a constant type of
physiognomy which attaches to all the
ideal pictures‘of the Saviour, ‘The
question rises unconsciously in the
mind of a thoughtful cbseryer, how is
it that thereis a likeness of Jesus every-
where (o be seen, which is adopted by
every artist?  \Whence can this typical
ideal have been derived? Mz, \V ke
Bayliss has been making this question
a matter of difigent investigation, and
he” has written upon it in an admirable
essay. ‘The Euglish Hiustrated Maga-
sine, in which the article this month
aprears, conta'ns a striking collection
of copies ol the most ancient of the
traditiona!  portraits found in the
catacombs and basilicas.  Mr, Bayliss
arguces that there is a type of hikeness of
the Saviour’s face which can be no mere
beavtiful dream, for we find it fixed in
all the productions of Raphacl, Cor-
r.ggio, Michael Angclo, Fra Angelico,
and all the great masters of the Renais.
sance, as well as amongst those of our
modern painters, Wauts, Bume-Jones,
Holman Hunt, &c. No artist ever
ventures to depare from it, for he Pe-
cognizes in the long-established model
something greater, truce and more di-
vine than he could himsell create,
Whence did it come?  The answer is
convincing.  All through the Dark
Agey, when an was dead, and when
there were no painters for a thousand
years who could have invented this
ideal, yet it was cxisting in all its
splendour as a living, speaking, author-
itative likeness of Christ.  ‘T'hus nearly
1,600 ycars ago the likeness of Christ
was cxisting substantially as we know
it today. ‘Fhis at once takes us back
to the catly times of the Christian era,
At that day the likeness was scen
everywhere,  The Roman and CGreck
artists all conscrved the type. In
Byzantium arnd Rome there was found

a traditional likenesy, and the Greek

and Roman artists alike foltowed it.
Helena, mother of Constantine, built
the Church of §. Prossede 1o enshrine
a portrait she, rightly or wrongly, be.
licved to have beet actually drawn by
an Apostle.  Going Lack now to the
very time of the Apostles, it is found
that the Catacombs contained muhi.
plied copics of the likcness.  ‘T'hey all
seck to copy the type, however rudely,
and as this was the age when Roman
pottraiture floutished, it becomer a
certainty that the type muss be authen-
tic.

The Pulpit First.

Rev, C, H. Spurgeon cautions min-
isters not to subordinate pulpit prepar.
ation to family visitation. ‘T'he latter
has its place and its importance, but in
his judgment the former is of unspeak.
ably more consequence. ‘The value of
ministerial visiting depends, of course,
on the character.of the visit,  If it be
only an interchange of social chat and
local gossip, however innocent in it
self, its spiritual value will not be very
appreciable.  Mr. Spurgeon says :
“1 dont know about going from
house to house, visiting,. Some put it
down as a duty for all Christian minis-
ters Lo visit—to be always visiting, T
am not alluding to any brother, but 1
have not ubserved anything miraculous.
Ix gond about.ahe. preaching- of *breth.
ten who spend their time in thal par-
ticular departtment.  With all the force
of my being, 1 say, whatever you donot
do, keep your preaching up to the
matk.  You can do much better by a
thoroughly 2004 sermon, than by a
dropping in here and there, and talking
a little chit-chat. By all means keep
the sermons up  ‘The pulpit is the
very ‘Fhermopyle of thiswar, Hold the
pulpit

“The Victorian Baptist.”

This paper has been improving so|
much lately, that we hardly recognize
it any morc.  Not only has it improved
in mechanical get up, but its contents
havewonderfullyimproved atso, Among
other good things lately, has been a
splendid discussion carried on betweeu
Rev. J» I Gillison and Mr. Chas,
Edgertca, on the subject, “Should
Bapiist chueches admit  non-Baptist
members 2’ Mr, Edgerton’s sccond re-
ply in the May number is tzuly refresh-
ing reading.  Mr. Gillison had said:
“ Personally, 1 should make spiritval
Wfe the only qualification required for
Church membership”  “ But what
does the fvok say ?” responded My,
Edgerton.  *“Then they that gladly
received His word were baptized ; and
the saine day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls, The
catiy church did not examine men and
women as to the depth of their spitits
uality, however specious the argument
may appear in its favor, but they
gladly received those who professed to
belicve in the Lotd Jesus Christ, and
were baptired in his name.”  Now, we
have not the honor of a personal ac-
quaimtance with Mr. BEdgerion, bBut
from the above we would conclude
that he is a very near relation of ours,
Mer. Gillison had hinted that at the best
baptism was non-esseatial,  ‘This s the

*|in also.”

opponent: “As to it being a non.
cssential—who says so?  Does our
Lord2 1f Christ could associate the
act of baptism with the act of faith in
the salvation of the world, it is 2 moct
point, whatever our sympathies may
lead usto hope or to cherish, as to
how far His followers should depreciate
obedience to His distinet command.”
Mr. Gillison had spoken of some of
Mr. Edgerton's arguments as *“ moon.
shine” If hc has any sense of the
force of a reply, he won't talk that way
again: ‘‘Moonshinc, forsooth!  [If
Christ thought it worth His while to be
buried in baptism, thete is no moon.
shinc in us requiring others to follow
His example at His own command.
Moonshine!  If being baptized is set
forth by His apostles as the ordinance
significant of being buricd to the world
of sin and rising into newness of lifa jn
Christ Jesus, then it must surely be the
glorious sunshine of the Son of Right.
eousness, rather than the pale light M.
Gillison would have us believe.  And
in it.we would rejoice, and trust by
faithful teaching to lead others to enter
We rejoice at what we be
Iicvq to be great boldness for the truth.
—Australtan Christian Standard,

Abstain for & Week to Try
Your Appetite,
-+ - Ty -

A young man carelessly formed the
habit of taking a glass of liquar every
morning before break(ast. An olders
friend advised him to quit before the
habit should grow too strong.

*“Oh, there’s no danger; it's 2 mere
notion. I can quit any time,” replied
the drinker,

“Suppose you try it to-morrow
morning,” suggested the friend,

“Very well ; to please you, Pil do
so; but [ assurc you therc's no cause
ror alaem.”

A weck later the young man met his
friend again,

“You are not looking well,” ob-
served the latter ; ' have you been ill 2"

* Hardly,” teplied the other one.
“ But T am trying to escape a dreadfu!
danger, and I fear that 1 s]nll be il
before 1 shall have conquered. My
eyes were opened to an imminent peril
when I gave you that promise a week
ago. I thank you for the timely sug.
gestion.” .

“How rud it affcct you?" inquired

"l the friend.

“The first trial uttetly deprived me
of appetite for food. I could eat no
breakfast, and was nervous and tremb-
ling all day. 1 was alarmed when [
tealirzed how insidiously the habit had
fastened on mc, and resolved to tumn
squarc about and nhever touch another
drop. ‘The squaring off has pulled me
down scverely, but I am gaining, and
I mean to keep the upper hand afier
this, Strong drink will never caichme
in his net agan"=Qhkio Church fife,

‘The following inscription was placed
upon the gravestone of a little Irish
boy: I want 1o be a missionary when
I grow up to be a 13an, but if [ should
die before 1 am old enough, I want
this wish put on my tombstone, 50
that somebody elec may see it and go

| refteshing manner he is met by his lay

in my place.”
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