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houirs. and iaterially decreasing at the
end of six days. Other things being equal,
the greater the pressure of the water the
greater the anount of lead taken up. and
the greater the temperature the greater
the solvencv. A snall aiiiount oA' lime or
.oila diuinishes the solvent power of the

water. and filteration through liniestone,
eb1arc<oal or spongy i'ron. causs the water
to bei.coie iiert: filtrationi of water con-
taining lead througlh the two latter sub-
stalces will rei<ove the lead.

Dr. Faireugh ihelieved that iucl
of the anania of town people was due
to drinking water vomntainling smnall
quantities of ..ad. le referred to the fact
that sone waters formied an insoluble
crust on '.iie interior of' new lead pipes in
two or three weeks, thusforning a perna-
lent protection.

CHOLERA AND QUARANINE.-In an in-
teresting review on the seventeenth annual
report of hie Local Governmnent Board
(for 18:8). Lieutenant-Governor Hutehin-
son's " Note on the Present Prevalence and
Extent of Cholera in Malta," and Dr. S. L.
Pisani's report as chief government medi-
cal ollicer for tlat colony, the Practitioner
for NMay, 1889, concludes that an analysis
of these reports denonstrates tlat, in the
interests of publie iealth and of the con-
mercial interests of the world, " the anti-
quated add ever failing quarantine restric-
tions should be done away with, and an
ellicient sanitarv administration subtsi-
tuted for theu." Dr. Pisani concludes
that if the villages were drained and sup-
plied with water. the houses of the poor
inspected and improved, and all blind
alleys opened, the island would beconie an

unfertile soil for the cholera germn. The
Practitioner helieves that a recognition of
these facts-supported by the statistics of
of the towns of the islaid--adil a disbelief
in any eficiency in quarantine, will enabl
Malt.a1 (as well as other localities) to avoid
future epidemnies.

TnE Roy.\ Ctoi EGE OF PHisIeI.tNs ON
QU.naNTINE.--The. arrival of' the steani-
ship Neva at Southîampton, in Junie last.
with une case of vellow fever on board.
caused the Privy Council Office to order
lier into quarantine for seven days. The
Practitioner thought the Privy Council
was to be congratulated that the occur-
rence took place on the only spot on tle
British coast that naintained a quarantine
station (two hulks at the entrance of the
harbor). The Secretary of State for the
colonies subiitted to the Royal College of
Physicians the question of the proper
periods of detention for purposes of quar-
antine in yellov fever, cholera and small-
pox. The college reported that the incu-
bation period of yellow fever and cholera
vas uncertain, and that the comimittee
vas of opinion that it was unwise to im-
pose quarantine restrictions in tic case of
these diseases. The comniittee was further
strongly opposed to such restrictions
generaily, which it considered harmful
and vexaious. In the case of small-pox
the comnmittee vas of the opinion that the
incubation period did not usually exceed a
fortnight, and that suitable precautions
based on this knowledge were desirable.
The Practitioner does not consider the last
paragraph of the report very helpful.
especially as vaccination is the obvious
means of preventing small-pox.

EXTRACTS FROM MEDICAL HEALTH OFFICERS REPORTS FOR 1888.

R. TRACY. of Belleville, reports that
they have reason to be thankful for
the position the '-ity holds in the

total absence of those dread scourges,
diphtheria and scarlet fever, this being thie
third year that there lias not been a death

-fron either of those diseases recorded in
either of the ceieteries there. He again
draws the attention of the Cityv Council
to the absolute necessity of drainage, and
more especially that so nany of the citi-
zens are taklzing water fromn the water
works. The greater part of the prevent-
able diseases are caused in his opinion by

want of proper systen of drainage. and
bad water from the wells in the thickly
populated places. He writes: "I have
again drawn the attention of the Provin-
cial Board of Health to the sewage of the
Deaf and Dumb Institute, but nothing lias
been done so far. It is now over a year
since the matter was brouglt before the
Provincial Board, and in a case of sucli
vital importance to the nvell being and
health of the inhabitants of this city, it
shoulid have been, in ny opinion, attended
to before this. I niay say that I stated in a
communication to the Board, that should


