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THE BELE.

AGRICULTURAL.

HAV-MAKL.Q.

1t is hest to cut the heaviest grass first, and
if 1t be go thick aud luxuriant as to lodee, or
the lower feaves, and bottom of the stalks be-
g to deeay, turn yellow, and lose their nu-
tritive qualities, though the grass be not ware
than two thirds grown 1t is well to begin tomow
it. Batif you are strong-handed as regards
help, und ean ¢ goahead ™ Jike a steam ear,
you may as well wait till the head is fully
tormed, and the seed obtained its growth,
though not entirely 1ipened. 'The Farmer's
Assistant ascerts that the Lest time for cutting
herds grass (timothy) where but one crop s
cut in the season is when the seeds of the
grass are fully formed, bat before they lave
hecome fuily ripe, but as I'armers caunot cut
their hay in aday or twoe, it is necessary that
they begin before this tune that they may not
end too long after it. "T'lie same time 13 also
yproper for cutting clover, or rather when a
part of the Leads wrn brown.  Foul meadow
may he cut mueh later without being hurt by
Tons standiug”

iticafliroed by a wnter in the Norwich
Courier, “ I grass when mown 1s carefully
turned every day it will injure very little. Vhe
great cause of injury is its Iying on the ground
through a lowg spell of rany weather,  Ifat
Jie move than one day, 1t becomes monidy and
turns blach. I carenully wwrned every day,
Cram or shine” 1t will not lose its calour.
T'lus is the result of many years’ experience.

With regard to minking hay from clover,
there nre varivus opas 1s and practices. The
Farmer’s Manual directs, 1 order to pre-
serve the wost valeable parts of clover, vz,
the heads and leaves, to eut 1tan dry weather :
and when the dew is deted off from the first
swaths, turn them over genidy without spread-
ing, uutil you come 1o the swaths wlach are
free fromy dew, et these hie nntouched untd
noon, uuless shovers or a storm hecome threat-
ening.  In this ease break off your mowers,
and get vour clover from the swath inte small
encks. Let the cochs be made with the fak,
with anly once or twice rolhng.  Bat if the
weather contnues Lur, fet your mowvers keep
on, and vour has makers fliow wubithar forks,
and put all the swaths into small cocks.  The
next day let these cocks stand, and go on
cutting ag hefore; proceed thus until you have
secured your clover.  In two, three, or four
days a3 the weather may be, the clover first
ceut will be fit to eart if the wauther proves
fuir, if notthe rains will never penctrate farther
than the winds and sun cun dry; the clover
will he injured auly an the savface,  Should
a long cloudy or wost tuin suceeed, you may
give vour closer air by taling o the tops of
each eock and placing it for the hottom, and
thus with your fork change the order of your
cncks by hringing the hottoms to the tops;
this mnde will cause your cockis to shed rain
better than the common mede of tureing them
over at once iith the fork. When you find
your clover is sutlicicutly cured tor housuy,
take the first good hay day, turn over your
eanchs in the mornmg when the dew is off and
|s saon us the m asture is dried from the hm-
tom clear your flelds,  Thus yon wiil secure
the most valeable parts of your clover, viz. the
heads and leaves in full bloon and as perfecta
green aswhen growing.  And your horees will
hold their flesh and do more service on this
clover without gram than on clover cured by
the commoun method with the usual quantity
of grain,

The Albany Cultivator in treating of making
bay from clover, observes, ¢ My practice has
been to leave the clover to wilt in the swath,
and when partially dried, either to turn the
swaths or to ake grass cocks the same day,
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sn as to secure the dried portions from the dew,
That which is not put into cocks the first
day is thus secured the sccond day, or as
soon as it becomes partinlly dried.  'Fhese
grass cocks are permitted to stand one, two
or three doys, according as the weather is,
and as the curing process has progressed.
When they are opened at nine er ten o’clock
on a fair day, the hay 1s turned over between
cleven and three and svon after turning gaiher-
ed agnin for the cart, Thus cured, the hay is
perfectly bright and sweet, and Lardly a blos-
som or a leaf wasted. Sawe care s regquir-
cd 1 makng the cochs. 'The grassis collee.
ted with forhs ard placed on dry gronnd he-
tween the swaths, in as small @ compass as
convenient at the hase, say two or three feet
in diamcter, and rising in a cone to the height
of four or five fect.

“The wdvantages of this moade of curing
clover are;

¢ 1. 'I'he labour of spreading from the swath
is saved.

. T'he labourof the hand rake iz abridged.
or wholly dispensed with, if the horee rike is
used to plean the field ‘when the hay 1= taken
offy the forks suflicing to collect it tolerably
y tlean in the cocking process.
| 8. Tt prevents in a great measure, injury
{ from dew and rain, for these cocks if nzhtly
constructed, (not by rollmg) will sustam a
rain of some dags, that is, they have done
thes  with we, withaut heating, or becoming
more than superficially wet.

4. 4 Clover hay wmade in this way may al-
most imvariably be hioused in goad condition :
and if run falls after the grass is mown, the
quality of the hay 15 mfimtely superior to what
it would be under the old pracess of curing.”

A wnter for the N. 1. Farmer, vol. xi p. 2,
with the siznatare W, B, who is o practical
and judicions farmer, objects to attempting to
cure clover in the swaths or in cocks. e
sus, “clover, ile other hay, to be good for
any thing must be dried sn the sun,” &e.
Dr. Deaune under the heand clover directs,when
half the heads are turned from red to brown,
and iu the deeay, 1t 15 the right time to mow .
But 1f the seed is 10 be saved for use, it niust
stand untid it is all dead ripe, both keads and
stalks. It requires more care to make clover
into hny than wost other grasses. That which
is wown in a morning should be spread, turn-
ed and raked up before night.  Thenext day
it the weather hie fair, it must be openced, stir-
red onee or twice, and cocked np again, Then
after sweating a day or two, it tay be putin
the barp.™

Lurain says, ¢ Curing hay in swaths to save
the juices, scems to be not only practically
wroug but also opposed to reason.  The con-
fined heat and moisture in the interior of the
swath promotes fermentation; and must be
more or less injurtons to the nutritive matters
cantained in the grasses, Le’ Although there
appears to be a point blank varianice in writers
on the subjeet of making bay from clover,
they may be night on both sudes, by conform-
mer to crrcumstances. 11 the crop be barge and
luxuriznt, and the weather fair and dry, adopt
what Lorain calls <the goad old way of shak-
ing out the swaths, and spreading them care-
fully over the whele surface ot the sml ag ast
as the grasses are mawed” provided the dew
is off.  But if the weather be lowering and
variable Jet your piass remain as leit by the
wower, and he cured in the swath and the
cuck as hierctofore disected.—N. Eng, Farmer.

ON THI PRESLRVATION OF POTATOLS OVER
T YEAR.

As the heat mode of preserving potatoes un-
til the praduce of the next year’s crop should
be brought into use, is & matter of consider-
able importance, 1 beg to refer to vol' 22ud, p.

135, of the Transactions of the Society for the
encouragement of Arts, e, where is detuiled
the follow ing method adepted with success by
M. J. de Lancey, Guerasey.

M. De. Lancey says: * Early in March, 1803,
Tobrerved my winter’s stock of potatoes, which
Thad dugin Oct. 1802, sprouted from the nuld-
ness of the weather mtias island, Tt ocourre
to me that by putting them nuder ground vegi-
tation would be returded. T accordingly took
indiscriminately from my pile about three de-
zew and i wmy court yard dug s hole two feet
and a hall deep, under the protection of a
southwest wall, where the rayvs of the sun pre-
vail fora few minutes only durtug the day, at
nny season of the year.  "Fhen,with three pau-
tiles, one at bottom, laid most of my potatoes
in the hole. ard plicedthe ather two tlesover
thew in form of the roof of a house.  They not
comtaining all, 1 threw them earclessly into
the hole, having no great confidence in iy ex-
periment, covering the place over to its usnal
level.  Busivess ealled me home during put of
the sumwer, Ineglected looking after my small
deposit; buts on the 21st January, 1804, near-
Iy 11 months after covering them, Ihad the
curiosity to examinine them, when to my asta-
mshent, 1 found them, (two or three except-
ed,which were perforated by the ground worm,
though firm,) all perfeetly sound, without ha-
ving in the Jeast vegeinted in uny respeet, fit
for the purpose of scts nnd use of the table,
as 1 have baded a few, and found them sinnlay
in taste and flavour to new potatoes.  1urther
pledue mysell that they were perfeetly firm.
I bave still some of them by me for the inspee-
tion of my fricnds, who agree that they are so.”,

In anather letter, dated tSvof May, 1804, M
De Lancey says: « ¥l myself of the oppor.
ity of a friend gomgto London, to send three
of the polatoes, ns 2 confirmition o their heing
fit for sets, asthey are actually sprouting. The
patataes I send, I pledge wysell are of the
sronth of I8 Vhen follows the certificus
tion of the Secretary to the Society of Arts:
“TLe above potatees were examined before
a commiuttee of the caciety on Sih July, 1804,
and found to be ina siate fit foryvegetation,”

Fram the above experiment, itis evident
that vauhs or deep trenches, out of the reach
of aumospheric influesce, would cilectually re-
turd the growth or sprouting of potntoes du-
ring the period of about tweaty-one wonths;
that ig, from the time of taking un in October,
till the 8tth July of the second year, or say at
least eighteen monthg, and we bave here a pe-
riod of time three times longer than wonld be
suflicient to fill up the interval betwixt the old
and the new crop of potntoes,

It ie probable, that potataes for deferred use,
say from Aprilto Octcker, would be more safe-
Iy deposited in January or Febroary than at
an earlier periods forit eannot hedoubted that,
when just taken from the field, they possess a
succulence and momstare rather jmmical to
sonud storing inlarge quanitics, hesides wlieh
the examination und . emoval of dumaged sets
waould contribute mucl 1o the seeurity of depo-
sited heaps.  If we can presenveice from mel-
1ing, we can surely keep potatoes from sprou-
ting: and the Iatteris vedoubtedly of much grea-
terimportance than the former. ‘Trenches or
vanlis would probably require thiee or foue
feet of cavering of monld, besides ol the advan-
tazes that can be gained by seleciion of a situ.
ation not exposed to thesun; and il the po-
tatnes deposited were formed into hreaks or dis
visions of five, ten or fifteen bolls, according to
circumstances, with intervering partitions 1o
prevent the nccess of air, there is littde doubt,
that by well contrived, and well constructed
vaults or tienches, potatoes may be kept inex-
cellent condition, from the begsnning of April
t1ll the end of October for domestic purposes,.

as well as for the use of horses und cattle:



