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RAILWAY COMMURICATIOR WITH THE
NOR' WEST.

R Riv gn SPT1iBMENT

\LL rchemes for the sdsancement of this country
+

and for sUPPFINgG the want must unsoreally felt
out hore,é e., rapld and direct cormunication with
Canads are read with tho groatest intoreat.

The outline of & prospectus of the Canada Pac.ic |
|

haa taken the initiative in devidng wais and means i

Rajlway having appearcd, published in the Trade
Negtere, ranks among the first of enterprisee, which

to open up this magnificent Territory of the Nor’
Wost, its pricciples are goucrslly discuwed out here,
notwithstanding it appeais at a timo whon the fmme- -

diate futuro of this Totritory is extremely problematl. :
cal, owing to tho recent action of a portion of the .

French Half-Brceds, but tho Loyal people have such
confi’ence intho power and deterinination of England |
and Canada to maintafn thar rights and digoity that |
evon tho precarious #tate in which we can only bo '
smd to bo oxisting this wioter, does not prevent a freo !
discussion of the glarious futuro of this new provinee.
A more intimate knowledgo of tho general require-
moenta of this country, aod its resources is desired be- |
tore the public is committed to any enterprite, haviog |
for 1ts obyect ratiway communication and which it |
musat be subserviert to for many years to como, until
trado has reached such di as to warrant op- ,
position. The Capsda Pacific Railway prospectus ia '
sound in principlo, but it will havo to undergo great
alterations and modifications before it meets tho ap-
proval of the inbabitants of this country, who have a
sincere desire for its welfare, aud who, as & matter of
course, are most interested. Tho promotcers of the
onterprise take credit for great wisdom and foresight,
1n commencing thejr operations at the right end, and
make thelr calculations for one &ection to build up an.
other, till the whole {8 completed, but on that princi.
plo it would by wavy years before the gieat dealdera”
tum 8 obtained of direct and Immediate conncetion
for the putposes of trade through our own Territory . .
a8 the most important, (but what they apparently lock
moro to) the most oxpensive section is loft till thaleat,
and conscquent upon the psying qualities of tho
other two. Tho country can never be sottied up rap-
1dly or sdvantagoously, dopendant upon the assistance
of American Railways at the outsct, one of tho draw-
backs 10 the passage ot our emigrants over American
2031, being the pertinacity of the American landagents,
whose number 1s legion, and who iaylay thow in
search of now liomes aod tempt thent wiih offers ot |
langd, as thoy rass through the undeniably fine unset. |
tled states of Mannesota and Daketa, and frighton
them withh details of tho misertes of & home in the
trozcu north, whereby 49 por cent at least of our intend.
ng ecttlers would be losito usfor ever. Anotherdraw.
back s the great ditheulty and annoyance experienc-
ed by our Canadian Farmers, who wish to commence
farmibg here on a large scale at once, they haveto
bring their farmiog implements and stock through
the custom houses and over the }ong raifways of the |
States Wken the apportunity ctfers tteelf to the
p-sscasor of a (0 acre farm in Csnada to traneport the |
whole ot his larming stock to this country by means |
ot a eteamboat from Port Huron, Cuthingwood, or tho |
egatern lakes to Thunder Bay, thause here by chowee *
of esthier gravel or rallivad tu & farm of 200 acros fit |
tur $WIAIRLE cuitivatui, It Wi do mure to enlce |
capitat, industry and entorprise than anything elee,
the samo argument apphies o1 cours w0 the morchban.
dise, mancefactured articles, etc.,hitherto supphied by .
England and the States, but which Canada will have
the privi ego of supplying the inhabditants with in fu-
ture. Apd by the timethe rallroad Is completed, even
at tho most rapid rate, a fair return cargo of cereals,
wool, flax, otc. (articles which are destined to b come
tho staples ol this country) w:ll be available.
again thero 18 the tran<port of all the railway material,
labor, iron, otc., to build up the international railway
syatem required conscquent upon the prospects of o
large immigration. All ot these wou'd contribute to
the profits of the main enterprise, instead of atlowing
them to boabrorbed by foreign lines. Erom the abova
aufliciont proof can be adduced that the (anada
Pacific Company s ide of the first point pivotting on
Fort Garry, thence south and west, 18 not the most
advantageous or most paying. A few mo ths work
will always connect the fruntier with the Settlement,

)
i River, it wiit be <oma time beforo a railway weet is

Then |

with very uttle more cutting than thearon and tics,
but it wontd Le worth puthiag tas ihiere war o Amer.
ican reilway to meet it there  No railway Company
whoea directorship commands the confidence of the

public, shovld bo cramped for the want of funds,
with a charterswhich would amount almost to 8 mon

opoly, anit a bonus of every other section of land for
10 miles on either side of the line from Ottawa to the
Paclfio, the castern portjon of which is renowned for
ita hidden weaith at minorats and s imbor, and the
westorn portion passing through a region unequalled
for §ta fortiiity and hoalthiness, to eay nothing of thoe
advantages to ba obtained by a British rathway con.
nection with tho Pactfic, and the hord of Lake Supe-

rior, which is destined to become in time a portion of |

the tea-board of Canada. Asthere is 5,000,000 acres
of unoccuplod arable land within 100 mites of Red

absolutely necessary, but tho Suporior eection s re-
gnired at once,

Tuenlag to tha next matoria) point as Isid dowen in
the prospectus, that i8 cstablishing Fort Garry as the
pomt d'apprins of railway commuunication. A moro
.ntimate kuowledge of tho interior cconomy of the
country will show that the Hudeon's Bay head quar,
ters ta nnt tho moxt acceptablo as tne centro of trado
for thin Ternitory. Fort Garry 1s simply the centre
of tho Selkirk or Red River Setttomont, and tho moat
advantagoeous centre, porhaps, forthe (. B Co.'strado
with tho outside world, as heretolora casned on, with
tho primitive facihties then in ure by means of boats
and canoea, all of which going north and weat, how-
over, ara obliged to atart fromn the I ower Fort 20 miles
nearer Lako Winnepog. Fort Garry s sltuated at tho

junction of tho Red and Assinaboino rivers noither of

which will over be usetul fora Iarge carrying trade,
the Red river baing &0 tortuous, that its navigation Is
pearly 4 timos the length of ita alr iine, and its benda

| are #o short and numerous that towage 1 impassible

to nny advantage The Assinabnine i vary shallow,
and at present not navigablo  The site of Fort Garry
i very low and has twico been overflowed (1n 1852 and
1851) to the depth of reveral feet, for miler around by
the flood of tho Red River which Is lkely to oceur

| again at auy time. Tho ceuntry along the banks of

tho Red and Asminabolne rivers for 50 miles is sottled
by the French and Fnglish Half Breeds, upon emall
farma avcraging # cheins wide and 2 miles deep, a
systom ot survey, upon whichagricutture conld not be
carried on succesefully In thoso districts, Another
practical roason why Fort Larry is not the pomt
d’apprum §s on tho principlo upon which tha Ameri-
can Railway Company’s choose their routes, viz,
through that part of the state where 10 miles of anc-
cupled land on each side of their Jinn can ba obtained.
Now a lina connecting Fort Abercrombie in Minnes.
ota, and Fort Garry would have 1o skirt Red River,
ond thus get land only on ana side ot theiwr tine, 1n-
stead of of branching oututo the heart of the state,
and attaimng their object

A glance at the mapa pubhished by Professor Hind oy -
Mr. Dawson wmiil givea goneratidea of the outhine of the i

promivent fea ares In this district, thoeugh in detail
they aro wantingin correctness Itiwill baseen thatthe
gate or outlet for all the productions of tho vast fertilo
traot to tho west and north, is that neck of land near
Portage du Y'rairie, where the Assinabuine runs with-
in ahout 10 miles of Lako Manitobah. and through
which a8 a nocessary cunecyucnce, all produce, travel,
etc roust pass, to find an eavtesn market. In addilion
to its being the gate, it has many advantages not
posscaved by Furt Garry. i hias edevation, whieh s of
great importanca 1n this level counlry, Itis uest the
largest timber Cistrict on the Assinaboine and su miles
from the Riding mountains, which are alzo well tim-

' bered, and 1t 16 8i#0 88 yot susottied, the emingration
. isall tending that way, and it is close to Lake lani-

tohah where the cutting of two short canals will
bring the whole of the water trado uf the Saskatche.
wan to that point. As an additional induccment for
the construction of thaose canals, I am informed by the
settlera that tho Lakes Manstoban aud Winnapegoos:s
aro open one month earlier than Lako \Winnepog
The Stone Fort, or as it is sometime called the Lower
Fort Garry 15 or 2t miles trom Lake Winnepeg, is the
commencement of the navigation on the Red River,
and 1t has no navigable communication with Upper
Fort Garry. Now with the imperfect knowledge as
yect obtained of the country to the east of Red river, it
does not do to i1azard an opnion, where a ratlroad
would come out runnng irom Lake Superior, but it
seema that the Stoue Fort iwhere thoe population i
double that of Fort Garry) would be the beat crossing
on ited Raver, aud in the most direct line for tho ke
or gata of the North W eat, tusicad ot runmung south
to Fort Uarry 2y mics and then northb again tuv the
Partage to seck ancexit along the banks of the As-

l einabofne to the western country. Lake Winnepeg
j ¢ .a thus find the aulckest market for its Pine For-
est in the treeless praicies that tho ratiroad would pass
through. Tho line would pasa withiu one mile of the
Stony monntain, 30 miles north of the Assinaboino,
whero stono may bequarried to supply the inhabitants
of this district with stone houses for tho next contury,
and it would pass through an unoccupiod tract of
prairto where the graat of 1and could be given Turn.
ing our cyes south now to look for tho most sdvanta.
geous connection with the Amorican systom of rail-
ways, wo find the Settloment of 8t, Joe ou the Amer-
ocun Froutler bearlng the aume relation to the Portage
that Pembloa does to Fort Garry and & line from
Abercrombie to that point will pass moro through the
hhart of the State of Dakota, sud the much deslred
bonus would thus be obtained. Connesting the Por.
tago with 8t Joe, tho wholo of the magnificent prairie
to tho suuth ot the Assiuabolue, east to Red River,
and west to PPembina Mountain, would be mach more
10pidly eottled, than by a road through & district along
the Bod Rivor atready sottlod by tho Fronch Half-
Broeds, and the sixty milos froight betwoen the Por.
tago and [ort Garry would thus be saved to the
westorn producer, All of theso data scem to transfor
the contre of commerce from Fort Garry to somo
| polnt near Portago !a Prafrio whare tho rallway trafiic
from the wost to the east to tho south aud tho water
trado of the Saskatchewan from the north, through
Lako Manitobah, would communicate, and goln their
varlous directions Yn the hopss of throwing a little
moro Nght upon the featuras of this country I take up
my pen thus to address the pabtic on a matter of vital
importance to the futercsts of this country and Can.
ada  But one thing I would impress upon the mind,
4 e tho utmost importanco of the first section of any
Iine, having for its olyect, oceanic counection or
othorwiso, bolng built between Lake Superior and Red
River to gain direot commuaication tbro’ our owan
Territory, and that as rapidly as possible. It is an
absolute neceseity for its snfety, wellare and progress.
I belicve my solf the Company that gets the bopus of
land between Ottawa and the Pacific ocean will be
~ng of the wealthiest companies on the continount, and
the roction from which tho quickest and largest roturns
will bo obtatned is that which would connect us with
Lake Supertor It would be uo hardship to a Pacitle
Raslway Company to bo obliged as a sine qua non to
the charter to complefe the Lake Superior segtionin
3 years and the whole in § yoars, and 1 belleve the
Govornment that deals liherally with any sound Com.
pany in the matter of land grants, by gwing oclear
patent rights of every other section of land along the
route, for the rapid construction of a railway, will be
well rewarded for theiriiberality by the filliog of their
coffera to repletion, consequent upon a large immigra-
tion of an industrious people, for 10 a country wbero
the productien of grain averages at theloast 30 busbels
per acre as it bas done this year, aud that on laod
cultivated for many years without bojog onricbed,
large numbrrs must be attracted with such results in
prospect, and especially when the land may ba had
i for the asking. Aud wheu the emigration may bo
looked for from Eungland, whose Government {8 be-
| ginning to cast about among her colonies upon which
| to pour her poor but industrious surplus population,
)2 great effort should be made to attract such bone and
| Hoew 1o cur per Dominiop, by openlng up safe and
| faptd commuoicativn and by giving every facility to
‘ tntonding settlers,

PROGRESS.

PETROLTIA.
(From our own Correspondent.)
REVPORT POR THE WELK TO APRIL 11,
| \ ~E have had three Gres hero this weck—1st, the
i ] Perklias engino-house and dertick, burnt owiag
to gas beng struck whilst drilling, 2nd, the Standard
Retinery, owing to a defect in one ot tho stills~(this
! tire was confined to tho stills, and about $4,000 worth
of proparty was consumed;) 8rd, Mr. Penton’s Well,
owncd by Mr. Case, of Sarois, was consumed, owlcg
to the carelessness of the engineer in ¢he removal of
the aches, Thero is & marked decrease in the pro-
i duction of rome of the old wells, and I cannot report
( mare than 2,000 to 2500 barrels as produced for tho

last cight days, 1he production now docs not much
| more than meot the demand for home consumption.
| The slupments are #bout the eamo. Since my last
Messra Cloment & Davis bave commenced pumping
the old heith \Well, situsted on the Hing Territory,
and tha report is that she is doing some 60 bbls. per



