
THE PA.LM BRANCH.

THOSE MOZ'HERS.

DY ANNIE E. MELLISE.

lé SisterM3ay, do corne ot fora drive, i t 'vi l do
.t your headache good and make you feel

mucli better."'
"'No thank yoti," answered the wearicdl

girl, 111 cannot possibly go this afternooin, as miy
B3and mieets at hialf-past three o'clock."1

Her sist.-r knew that it would l>e no uise to coax
her, and so passed on.

About bialf an bout afterwards, just when May wvas
starting out, she met a number of friends who urged
bier to go on a snow-shoe trarnp with them. Oh ! how
she longed to go, but nzo, she rnust be true to hier duty
as President of the Mission Band, and again a nega-
tive answer ivas given. When she ar' ived at the
church, she found five littie girls awaiting lier, and .50

with that number cornmenced the mr-etinýg. After the
opening exercises the President said: "As the Secre-
tary is flot present 1 will cali the roll, and if any who
are present can tell nie the reason îvby so many are
absent, kindly speak out."

Katie Jones ---"Preseiit."
Janie Flagler :-"Obh, please, sbe is havin' a party

to-day."
Anna Srnytbe :-"Please Miss, 1 called for lier and

lier mother said slie just couldii't be bothered getting
lier ready.'>

Josie Jamnes :-"lSbe is out snoir-shoeing."
Gladys Bonsbo :.r-'Absent."
Mary Coles :-"Oh, please, Mary told me, in school

this morning, that bier marna wvas just sick and tired
of these Mission LBands and tbirigs, and she w'ouldn't
let bier corne any more, for charity began at home
any way.D

With a wearied sigh the president read on.
Betsy MacQuillian :-"Oh, please, 9she bas grippe."
Jennie Corey :-'Please ma'am she said she would

corne if sbe didn't go for a drive, but I s'pose she is
gone as she is flot here."

Winnie Luffell: "Present."
Blella Penna :-"Absent."
Cora Penna -- Present-please ]3elle's at the rink

to-day."
Lou Hawthorne :-"H-er is at the party."
Susan-Collins :--"At the party ton."
Jeanie Cameron :-'Oh, please, sb. ;s out buying

valentines. "
Clara Flood :-"O, n.'am, lier ma miade bier .itay

home and dama ber bother's socks, for bier inother
said there is more mï3sion work in it than commi' here
learnin' a lot of stuif about thebheathen."

Katie K.etchum :-"Present."
Lily Lacy :-"Oh, please, Miss, bier mother made

bier stay home and nurse the new baby."
Anastatia Duiffy :-"Please I ivas in bier place

coming dowvn, and Mrs. Duffy said it was such a
glorious day that it would be a sin and a shanie to go
and keep children cooped up in a church, and so
Anatstatia Nv'ent ont coasting, but please 1 arn here."

l'And yon are a dear good lttle girl to be hiere,'
faintly rcsl)ondcd the I-;ýesident.

Bannie Bevan --"Presenit."
Lizzie MacLoney :-"Oh, j)!ease Miss, lier told me

that your ma said bier mother sold matches whien bier
wvas a little girl and sbe did no sucb thing, and s0
now please, she says that she just wvon't let bier family
bave anything more to do with your fol'ks."

Trhis seerned like the last straw to the already over-
taxed President, but with a prayer for help and a
deterr *ned effort sbe wvent through hier uisual programme
and then clisinissed the -ee.ting. On reaching
home she found tbat ail the rest of the family bad
gone out l)leastIre seeking, so with a heart-breaking
sigb shie flung heri3eif on a lotinge and the tears ran
dowvn bier fac. unrestrained. She wvas flot to blame
by any nicans, but oh! she did feel so discouraged,
and wvondered bow it wvas tbat Christian parents could
not or -%Yould not take a, littie interest in Band work
It would ligliten bier burden so much if they wvould
sinîply do their part. For oh! slue thouglit, îvben the
înotbers at borne are so utterly indifferent ho'v could
slue tell tbe cbildren that it wvas their first duty to
attend Mission Band before going elsewhere ? bow
could she teacli them about self-denial, talent money,
prompt and regular attendance ? And above ail bow
could she tell thein that it was in their power by
prayer and w'ork to bell) send tbe gospel to tbe poor
little beathen away across the sea ? How could she ?

Charlottetowvn.

We sec Him now, He walks no more,
By Zion, and Jordan and Galilre;

But sweet as the song the night winds bore,
And rich with meaning unknown before,

His words ring ont as they rang of yore,
"Go forth, and tell the worid of -ne."

EDNA DEAN PRocTOR,

- BAN-D EXERCZSE.

First Protestant missionary to China-while a boy
was apprenticed to a last maker-kept bis book open
while lie wvork ed, and had his bed in tbe shop, that hie
might study late at night-sent out, at 2- years of
age, by tbe 1,ojdon Missionary Society Iin 1807-
spent 25 years as Chinese translator for the East
India Compaiil-conipiled a Chinese dictionary-
translated botb the Old and Newv Testament, and
lived to see tbem compluted and widely circulated.


